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PARLIAMENTARY HISTORY. 


O prove the refources of the Com- again the impolicy of the bill, and 
pany, the counfel for the pro- the addition which it would make to 
rietors hosel a ftatement * of their the influence of the crown. The firft 
debts and property on the roth Nov. confideration of the feyven commiifioners 
1783, and an eftimate of th cir (pro- would be to pos ide, at all hazards, 
hable) receipts and payments up to for their own relations and dependents ; 
March 1786, authenticated by their and thefe in their tum would itudy, 
auditor and accountant. ‘The counfel above al! things, to pleafe their n nafters 
th } 


fy yt e Directors, as well as urging the at home. ‘| ne tide oO f corruption 


injuftice of invac ling the Company’s would flow with a more violent current 
interetts, and attacking the honour of from India than ever; and whether the 
their fervants, by turning them out of Houte recarded its own purity, the 
their offices without any ‘caufe, argued rights of the Company, or the genera 


Lonp. Mac. Feb. 1784. | rivileges 
] ~ 


Mr. Fox {tated excep tions to various fums mentioned in this account, to the amount ol 
12,000,00c], we have fubjo: ined the following abitract of it: 


DEBT OU R. CREDITOR. 








To what owing from the Company F i By what due trom government to 
to the annuitants 2,992,440 the Company for money advanced fe 
To bonds bearing int are 3,096,700 them 4,202,000 
To ditto not bearing inte ereft 11,592 By otherdebts due from government 422,035 
To cuftoms on a fold andunfold 1,641,254 Bycath and bonds 609,454 
To the Exche - for the laft pay- By goods fol. 1, not paid for 5535258 
ment to government 100,000 By the value of gouds in England 
To ditto for a ioan of Exchequer bills unfold %9500,000 
anu interett 302.587 By floating ttock from England 1,219,091 
To bills of exchange, &c. unpaid 2,439,093 Dy filver in the treaiury in England 
Yo fundry debits on account of the paid for 1,090 
trade 455,481 By what paid owners of Mips not 
To intereits onanauities, bonds, and arrived in England 1725334 
fox . 149,901 By the value of thips and veffels not 
To hai: a year’s dividend on ftock ftationed abroad 125300 
due at Chrittmas next 128,0c0 = By the vaiue of the Eaft-India-houfe 
Tointereiton military and contingent and wareloules 253,616 
funds more than applied 72,639 By the nett balanceof quick ftocks at 
equnecenngee the feveral fettlements, after de- 
10,342,092 ducting all debts owing by the 
Balance in favour of the Company = 3,968,4%1 Company in ludia and China 4,367,519 
Ip311,173 T4s311,173 
This abftra@, witha balance of nearly tour millions in favour of the Company, wears a good 
face. But it muit be conteffed that every artilice had been ufed to {well the creditor, and fink the 
debtor fide of the account, fo that it is much leis matter of wonder that Mr. Fox fhould be able to 
make fuch enormous exceptioas, than that mea of bitinefs thould publish a itatement of the! 
affairs fo liavle to exception, expoted, as they knew it muit be, to the keen eye * mnsiesing 
ferutiny and ditfection. By fo paipable an attempt to make their afiairs appear in a better Gate than 


they really were in, they gave room to fufpect that they were ia a worte ‘thaa Uicy duit venture to 
@knowledge. 
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privileges of the nation, it could: not 
fuffer the bill to pafs intoa law. ‘Ihe 
counfel having withdrawn 
Mr. Fox role to. fate his reafons for 

fending the byl to a committee. He 
exprefied his furprife at finding himfelf 
attacked on fuch new and unexpected 
eround. The violation-of charters, the 

cefpotifm and oppreflion of the bill, 
were arguments now nearly abandoned, 
and he was afflaifed on his ftrongelt fide. 
He even lamented that he was fo {trong 
there, for “ ftrength was founded on 
the Compan 3 weaknefs. As the bill 
was not the child of choice but of ne- 
ceflity, fo the anfwer which he was 
about to give to the lirectors’ hate of 
the Co mpany ’s affairs was not a matter 
of option, but a matter which he could 
not avoid, in juftice to the Company, 

in juftice to himfelf, and in jufuice to 
the world. Ey means of infertions and 
omiflions, the Company’s afta irs were 
made to appear in a much more favour- 
able point of view than they really 
were in, and he pledged himfelf to 
{tate rational objections to articles in it, 

to the amount of ¢avefve millions! Ob- 
jeCtions, which, whatever weight they 
might have with the Houfe, were con- 
vincing to him. He then examined, 
in a moit accurate and mafterly manner, 
every article of the account. He cc- 
‘tected various fallacies in the ftatement, 

difcriminated the value of all p ropeity 
not convertible into money, but by the 
actual diffolution of the Comp: any, 
their defperate debts at home and 
abroad, their military ftores and dead 
ftock, and object d to the amount ot 


Company %, means to 1 ay their debts, 
whilé the Con npany fubfifted. By 
taking the 4,200,cool. lent to govern- 
ment at three-fifths of its nominal 
value, the price at which it would fell 

per cent. ftock, he reduced it to 
2,520,000], 260,687]. charged for 
fubfiftence of: engert in the war 
which concluded in 1763. 139,877]. 
for expences on the Man illa expedi- 
tion, and 21,4471. for hofpital ex- 
pences, making together 422,0111. he 
objected to, as fums that had been 
long in contention, had been difal- 
lowed by every fucceeding 
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and, therefore, unfit to be eftimated as. 
applicab! le to the difcharpe of debts. 
Under the next article, cafh and bonds, 
280,575]. in bonds was ftated as cath, 
and no notice taken of the difcount the 
bonds muft fuffer, on being iffued again, 
which being very confiderable, ought 
to have been ftated as an item in the 
debtor “ of the account. In the 
article 219,0911, by floating ftock 
from Enet gland, were iicluded militar 
ftores to the amount of about half the 
fum, which were to be, if they had 
not already been, confumed by the 
army, and were not to be taken as 
available property. He, therefore, 
took 600,000l. on this article. ‘The 
next fum reminded him of a curious 
bill in one of our great bard’s beft 
plays, where it is faid fo much for 
fack, fo much for fugar, fo much for 
this, ‘fomuch for that: ~ but for the folid, 
e fubftantial article, the ftaff of life, 
a one halipenny: fo it was with 
this flourifhing company: they had 
millions in goods, in bonds, in debts; 
but in filver they had one folitary 
thoufand pounds. The next article 
172.3341. for the advance of freight, 
to be deduéted on the arrival of the 
fhips, was a complete and unpardonable 
fallacy. They had ftated in their fa- 
vour the advanced freight which they 
had paid, but they had omitted, on the 
other fide, the fum of freight and de- 
murrage, which they would have to 
vay. ‘Lhis on thirty-feven. fhips in 
India would amount to 1 850,000. 
He ongected to the fums of 12,3001. 
and 2 53,6 6161. which the fales of their 
fi aipp! ing and houfes in England would 
produce, as no fuch fale could take 
place but on the diffolution of the Com- 
pany, an event which it was the object 
of the bill, if pollible, to prevent. In 
the next article, the lofs, whichit was 
well known the Company fuffered on 
Bengal goods, ought to have been 
allowed, and for this he took 113,8241. 
As the cargoes difpatched from Bengal 
to the other pretidencies confifted of 
military ftores, he objectea to 364,515]. 
oy value of them, for reafons already 
nentioned. oder dunia ticle of quick 
lock, de he « excepted 580,; rogl. as the 
value 01 itores unexported, on the fame 
rguments 
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argument. The fum advanced to the 
board of trade was ftated to be 

37.4651. and this was erroneous. 
‘The fum for inveftments was only 
635,000l. and this ought to be lefs_ by 
160,000l.. He entered minutely inte 
this error, and obferved that the Com- 
pany had valued the current rupee at 
zs. 3d. though the general exchange 
was only 2s. ‘The debt due by the 
Nabob Afoph ul Dowla, amounting to 
789,828]. was in the nature of many 
otherdebts due in Indi a, and which had 
‘bgen made the foundations of our va- 
rious wars—wars of devatftation~ and 
‘*horror—we f{coured deferted countries, 
we ravaged and burnt the villages, we 
deftroyed or captured the women and 
the infants. In this manner the Ro- 
‘hillas one year, the Marawar country 
the next, the Polygars the -next were 
Jaid wafte and defolated. The men were 
murdered, the women imprifoned and 
difgraced, their children left a prey to 
want, and every religious and civil 
sight violated. ‘To prove this, he read 
‘a letterto the Prefident and Council! at 
Fort St. George, from Lieut. Col. 
Bonjour, a Swiis officer in the Com- 
pany’s fervice, which, for the honour 
-of our country, we fhould bluth to 
record. It depitted, in the warm co- 
lours of feeling, the fcene of horror 
which the feryice exhibited, and de- 
precated fuch wars as inglorious and 
contemptible. ‘* Thank God! (ex- 
<laimed Mr. Fox) they have always 
failed, and been as unproduttive ef 


‘revenue as they were a of 


infamy. In every inftance, we hare 
failed in our object, but in none have 


‘we avoided the curfes, the abhorrence, 


the contempt of mankind. To this 
debt, and others of the fame defcrip- 
tion, making in all 2,822,310l. he 
objected, as equaily unjuft and defpe- 
rate, being charge d a; gainft perfons who 
had been driven. from their poffeffions, 
and made the victims of cruel wars, 
and who, therefore, had nothing to 
pay- < Was remarkable that 502,174l. 
of arrears due to the army was not 
includ ed in the grofs fum of the Com- 
pany’s debts. Pity it was that no one 
was refponfible for making up fo se 
Jacious and infamousan account, ‘Th 


al 





deftined for the commiffioners? 
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diftrent fums made together about 
9,500,000]. to this was to be added 
3,200,000]. the capital ftock of the 
proprietors, making in the whole con- 
fiderably above 12, eco,cool. 

Viewed in this point, the affairs of 
the Company muft appear to every man 
as calling loudly for the imterpofition 
of the ley flature. But could not this 
be done without a violation of charter? 
Every regulation introduced by par- 
li ament m the mana agement of the Com- 
pany’s affairs had been a violation of 
charter; but neceffity had repeatedly 
obliged the legiflature t o have recourfe 
to new meafures. ‘The Company was 
fo connested with the flate, that one 


‘could not be tnjured without ‘the other. 


Since, therefore, the ruin of the Com- 
pany was advancing, neceflity called 
upon the nation to look to its own 
fatety, by guarding agzinft the ruin 
that threatened the Company. But 
why not give to the direétors the power 
‘They 
had given good orders, but ‘their fer- 
vants had di fobeyed them. This was 
to him a feficient reafon for removing 
them; for no gov erament wa s lefs fit 
for the management of public afairs, 
than that which was not able to enforce 
obedience among its own iervants. 
By bringing forward and fupporting 
this bill, he was well aware that he 
rifqued ‘meeli. If he fhould fall, he 
would have the confolation to re- 
flect, that he had fallen from having en- 
deavoured, at the hazard of popularity 
and fituation, to erect a fyitem, by 
which there was a chance that India 
might be faved. 

Mr. W Pitt having bewildered him- 
felf in a attempting to follow Mr. Fox 
through the dry bufinefs of figures and 

calculations, declaimed with veliemence 
againft the bill, and moved to adjourn, 
though but till to-morrow, to compare 
the ~ Company’ s and the miniiter’s 
accounts. 

Lord North defended the bill, and 
oppofed the adjournment. 

Sir Richard Hill endeaveured to turn 
the whole proceedings of the framer of 
the bill into ridicule. 

Mr. Er/kine defended the right and 
polity of thé bill with confiderable 

M2 fubtilit 
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fubtility and force of argument. He 
had always confidered the very exill- 
ence of fuch a body as the court of 
proprietors, for the government of 
fuch an important empire, by a ballot 
of men and women, and foreigners 
enemies to our profperity, as impolitic 
and abfurd. ‘hat a charter being a 
grant of powers and privileges to indi- 
viduals for the benefit of the public, 
was liable in its very nature to revoca- 
tion, when its continuation became 
detrimental, either from mifufe or a 
change in circumftances not forefeen 
at the time of its inftitution. Thofe 
who were loudeft in oppofing the bill 
had already admitted the right, by 
calling for a new fyftem, which could 
not be adopted without that violation 
of the Company’s charter which they 
complained of. If, on the ene hand, 
this charter was inviolable, there could 
be no fort of alteration, right being 
equally facred in all its degrees. ‘To 
call fora new fyftem would, therefore, 
be vain. If, on the other, it could 
be juftly altered in one degree upon 
one neceflity, it might in another upon 
another neceflity; which brought the 
whole toa quetftion of policy, and put 
an end to the declamation concerning 
the infringement of rights. 

Mr. Macdonald fupported the motion 
for adjournment, and combated the 
arguments of Mr. Erfkine. The doc- 
trine refpecting the infringement of 
charters was fimple and well known. 
Both extremes of the propofition were 
abfurd, either that they were to be 
altered, much lefs cancelled without 
ceremony, or that they were never, in 
any poflible cafe, to be meddled with. 
The true line was, that ftate neceflity 
would juftify an alteration, provided 
that it were fri¢tly commenfurate to 
the neceffity. ‘The reafon was obvious, 
becaufe where two parties contracted in 
the ordinary way, neither.of them had 
power to infringe or annul it, but a 
third tribunal muft be reforted to: 
whereas in the cafe of a contra@ with 
the public, the one party was completely 
in the power of the other. It was 
then the true queftion in_ the prefent 
cafe, whether it was neceffary to cut 
down the charter, root and branch, or 
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whether many amendments far fhort of 
fo defperate a violation of contra¢t 
would not be fufficient. 

The motion for an adjournment was 
negatived, mses 229, ayes 120, and the 
bill committed for Monday, 

Dec. 1ft, when Mr. Powys oppofed 
the motion for going into a committee 
on the bill, on the ground fo often 
trodden, as being an invafion of the 
Company’s chartered rights, not for 
the beneiit of the public, but the ag- 
gtandizement of particular men. Mr, 
Burke in reply, accufed the Company 
of the moft atrocious acis of barbarity 
and injuitice. ‘They had fold for 
money every Indian prince or Rajah 
with whom they had ever been con- 
nected; they never made a treaty of 
peace or alliance, which they had not 
broken; ‘and their whole conduét in 
India had been one continued feries 
of rapine, treachery, cruelty, and de- 
ipotifm. When we took pofleilion of 
our territories in India, the number of 
fouls had been eflimated at Firry 
Miptions, but that by artificial fa- 
mines, bafe monopolies, unneceflary 
wars, and barbarous matlacres, the po- 
pulation had decreafed to ‘THIRTY 
Mitztions. ‘The debate then became 
general, and the former arguments for 
and againit the bill were enforced by 
the ufual fpeakers, and with the ufual 
fuccefs. Ona divifion there appeared 
ayes 217, noes 103. ‘The call of the 
Houfe was then adjourned by Mr. Pitt 
to Wednefday. 

Dec. 2. In the Houfe of Peers the 
Earl of Spencer took the oaths and his 
feat, in the room of his father deceafed. 
A petition was prefented from Walter 
Nifbett, Efq. of Grafton-ftreet, St, 
George, Hanover-fquare, praying leave 
to bring in a bill for diffolving his 
marriage with Mrs. Anne Nifbett, his 
now wife, &c. Leave was given. 

The Earl of Abingdon, after a {peech 
of confiderable length, which was in- 
deed a very fuitable exordium, made a 
very fingular motion, for leave to lay a 
contemptible print, calledthe * Ccali- 
tion dificcted,” on the table. 

Lord Sandwich, with that decorum 
which always diflinguithes his pariia- 
mentary coaduct, initantly moved to 

adjourn. 
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adjourn. ‘This produced an altercation 
on the point of order, in which the 
Duke of Richmond and Lord ‘Thurlow 
contended that Lord Abinedon’s mo- 
tion ought firft to be read from the 
woolfack, and the queftion for ad- 
| journment put, by which means it 
. would be entered on the journals of 


the Houfe: while, on the other hand, 
Lords Mansfield and Sandwich infitted 
. that a motion for adjournment might 
be made in the middle of a debate, 


and muit be immediately put, taking 
y jace of every other matter before the 
) Houfe. The latter opinion was at 
c length acquiefced in. 

2 Dec. 3. The Houfe of Commons in 


- a committee went through the India 

f bill, ‘The blank for the feven com- 

t miffioners was filled up with the names of 

1" Earl Fitzwilliam 

5 Hon. Frederick Montagu 

- Right Hon. George Legge, com- 

yf monly called Lord Lewiiham 

of Hon. George Auguftus North 

¥ Sir Gilbert Eiliot, Bart. 

I= Sir Henry Fletcher, Bart. and 

y Robert Gregory, Efg. 

)- That for the Affiftant DireGtors, who 

Y were made nine in number, with thofe 

1e of ‘Thomas Cheap, George Cumming, 

or John Harrifon, Richard Hall, John 

vy Michie, John Smith, George Tatem, 

al Jacob Wilkinfon, and Stephen Lutfh- 

ed ington, Efyrs. ‘The att to be in force 

he for four years from the time of the 

itt bill’s receiving the royal affent. The 

report was upon motion immediately 

the brought up, and ordered to be printed. 

lis Dec. 4. Mr. Lee, the Attorney-Ge- 

d. meral, moved the expulfion of Chritto- 

ter pher Atkinfon, Eig. Mr. Bamber 

St. Gafcoigne moved to adjourn the quef- 

we tion to the 24th of January next. The 

his Houfe divided on this motioen, Ayes 

iis 62, Noes 131. ‘The motion for ex- 

pulfion was then carried. . 

ch Mr, Alderman. Newnbam divided the 

n- Houfe on the repeal of the receipt tax, 
a when there appeared for the repeal 47, 

a againit it 140. 

li- Dec. efolved that 1,169,400l. 


be granted for difcharging Exchequer 
m bills. Reada fecond time the bill for 
the payment of the Kait-India Com- 
pany’s debts. 
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Lord Ludlow prefented papers, pur- 
fuant to addrefs, of his Majefty’s orders 
in council, relative to the intercourfe 
with America. 

‘The order of the day being moved 
for going into a committee of fupply, 
Lord North moved that it be an initruc- 
tion to the faid committee, to take 
into confideration the propriety of 
laying a {mall duty on the poftage of 
Votes of the Houfe, newfpapers, &c. 
to Ireland, which was agreed to. 

The Houfe then refumed the con- 
fideration of the report from the com. 
mittee on the India bill. Mr. Fox 
underflanding that Mr. Huffey intended 
to move a ciaufe for difqualifying the 
nine afliftant dire¢tors from fitting in 
the Houfe, was willing to compromife 
the matter, and faid he would confent 
to the difqualification, provided it did 
not extend to Mr. Wilkinfon, the only 
director under the new bill who had at 
prefent a feat in the Houfe, becaufe 
that gentleman had declared, that he 
would not accept the office of Direftor, 
if by fo doing he fhould be deprived of 
his feat. Mr. Dempfter thought this 


propofal perfectly fair, and Sir William 


Dolben was of opinion, that two at leaft 
of the affiitant direttors ought to be in 
parliament, that they might occa- 
fionally give fuch information as might 
be neceffary, {uch information being 
much more fatisfactory, and taking up 
lefs time than any which could be given 
at the bar of the Houfe. Mr. Huffey 

erfifted in thinking a difqualifying 
claufe not only proper but neceffary, 
and moved it accordingly. Mr. Wil- 
kinfon begged that his name might be 
ftruck out of the bill, as he would not, 
in confideration of the emoluments of 
ofice, furrender a franchife which he 
held fo dear. The claufe was then 
read and paifed. Another claufe was 
moved and pafied, to reftrain the Court 
of Proprietors from meeting and fitting 
as a general court oftener than once 
every quarter of a year. 

Dec. 8. In a committee of fupply, 
voted four fhillings in the pound land 
tax. 

Mr. Fox then moved the order of the 
day. Lord Mabon rofe inttantly, and 
faid that order was for the third reading 
of 
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of the xfamous India bill; but he had 
amotion to make firlt, w ‘hich was for 
leave to bring up a petition againft it 
from the mayor and aldermen of Chip- 
ping Wycomb. Leave was given with- 
out oppofition. The third reading of 
the bill was then debated. Mr. Ha- 
milton, who had taken his feat but a 
few days before, took the lead, and 
oppofed it, as having been broug cht in 
under the mott infidious pretences, and 
hurried through the Houfe with the 
inoft indecent precipitation; as confif- 
cating the property of the € Company, 
and ettablithing a precedent, by which 
every corporation in the kingd jlom 
might be disfranchifed one after an- 
other; and’as adding fuch an increafe 
of influence to the crown as muft ine- 
vitably fwallow up the liberty of the 
fubject. Yet he afterwards faid that, 
if it fhould pafs, the monarch would 
be reduced to a mere cypher, a contra- 
diction which had been frequent with 
the oppofition in every flage of the 
bil, though, as was well obfery ed | by 
Mr. lacdo nald on the fecond reading, 
nothing was more eafily cleared up. 
When coupled with the legitimate in- 
fiuence of the crown, it would add to 
it ten fold; but if ever it fhould be 
contrafted to the influence of the 
crown by thofe fubjects to whom it 
was to be leafed for a term of years, a 
conflict muftenfue, which might crefh 
the conftitution in the fhock. He was 
anfwered by Mr. Nichols, who vindi- 
cated the bill trom the harfh names of 
disfranchifement and confifcation, and 
maintained the nece flity of a whole- 
fome fyflem, to rescue the Company’s 
affairs from the diftrefs into which 
mifmanagement had plunged them. 
He would not fay they were actually in 
a ftate of bankrup tcy, but if a private 
merchant had done ‘any - of the many 
acts which the Comp: any from neceifi ty 
had done, he might legally be made a 
bankrupt. 

Mr. Wilkes made an gle gant and 
pointed fpeech again‘t the bill. It was 
a bill both of confif{cation and distran- 
chifement. No epithet could be too 


* Here Mr. Wilkes difclaimed al! perfonality 


lowing teftimeny to the character of cach. ‘41 
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believe that the noble lord p 





Febe 


harfh for it. It was a fwindling bill, 
drawn and prefented by the honourable 
fecretary, to obtain money on falfe 
pretences. His argument in fupport 
of it was the a¢tual poverty of the 
Company ;. but the real and well known 
motive was the certainty of future ac- 
cruing wealth, and immenfe patronage, 
to enrich an Indian heptarchy of his 
creation, and through his tame vice- 
roys, the Trinculo Viceroy of Afia. 
He admitted that the Company’s fer- 
vants had been guilty of the moft enor- 
mous crimes, and detefted their fcan- 
dalous heterogeneous traflic of war 
and trade, peculation and murder. 
The national charaéter had been loft 
in Indoftan, provinces and kingdoms 
had been bought and fold, and the 
lives of princes fet to fale. ‘The mif- 
chief foon gained Europe, and we ex- 
perienced all the calamities which 
Rome fuffered in the declenfion of her 
— and from the fame quarter, 
he Eaft. We were ruined by the 
‘wg, and. venality of our own de- 
{picable offspring, and all the vices of 
the Eaft, which they propagated here 
toe fuccefsfully, when they returned 
to purchafe proteétion and indemnity 
for theircrimes. He would, therefore, 
highly approve a bill for the goven- 
ment of the territorial poffeflions and 
revenues of India, which ought to 
depend on the ftate, but the regulation 
of all commercial concerns ought to 
reft with the proprietors and directors. 
This was their province, to this they 
were as competent as they were i- 
adequate to dominion and the care 
ofempires. ‘The bill before the Houte 
was the bitter fraits of the coalition, 
aud would never have appeared, if the 
wordy war had gone on between 
two fecretaries, The noble lord, 
deed, had caft a longing eye on the 
fair prey, but he dreaded his opponent. 
As foon as he had fecured a fit accom 
p ice, by an impious league with his 
daring ¢ colleag gue, the plan and {hare of 
the plunder was adjuited, and the 
robbing of the Company refolved*. 
If the immenfe patronage of India, 4 
patronage 
the fecretaries, and bore the fol- 
offeffes,the moft pertett 
perio 


againtt cither of 
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atronage of above two millions fter- 
Sra year, was to be given to the 
crown, its overgrown power muft foon 
fwallow up the two other branches of 
the legiflature. If it was to be feized 
by a minifter at the head of a proud and 
hateful ariftocracy, both the fovereign 
and the people would be the flaves of 
a faétion. One only refource would 
then remain in the great revolution of 
human events, a circumftance to be 
wifhed by the friends of humanity, and 
oflibly not very diftant, that the 
‘french, Dutch, and Portugueze, as 
well as the Englith, might be entirely 
fwept away from the countries in the 
Eaft, which they had fo cruelly laid 
wafte, and made the theatre of the moft 
flagitious enormities. 
General Burgoyne referred to the 
volumes of reports from the felect and 


fecret committees, for proofs of the 


Company’s delinquency. He fhould 
lament if the labours of the two com- 
mittees, which had begotten fuch fan- 

ine hopes in the breafts of the 
Indians, fhould not be attended with a 
reform in India. 

Mr. Scott very candidly waved all 
declamation on the violation of charters, 
and confined himfelf to the neceflity and 
policy of the bill, as the true grounds of 
argument. Hedenied the neceflity for 
fo ftrong a remedy, and thought that 
as the Court of Direétors had given the 
very beft orders, they might be invefted 
with fufficient power to enforce obe- 
dience. By fo doing, the power, 
though not immediately in the Court 
of Proprietors, would ftill be in the 
Company; whereas, by the prefent bili, 
it would be placed in the hands of men 


perfonal integrity. 
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not appointed by the Company, and 
unknown to them. This being his 
opinion, the remedy propofed was 
certainly a bad one. Yet it had been 
defended on this principle, that it drew 
influence from its Snakes hole, and 
gave it to perfons who being known, 
would be obliged to take up refpon- 
fibility with it. ‘This very boafted 
refponfibility alarmed him. He was 
afraid that one refponfibility would 
cover another, or that all who were 
refponfible might make a common 
caufe. ‘Thus refponfible  minifters 
would fcreen refpontible directors, and 
wice verfae He paid fome handfome 
compliments to Lord North, and ftill 
higher to Mr. Fox, and ftrained a 
quotation from the Revelations into 
an allufion to the bill, which, if it was 
not witty, was at leaft indecent. 

Mr. Anftruther imputed the evils in 
India to the infufficiency of the Court 
of Directors. ‘Their votes were in 
fecret by ballot, which rendered it im- 
pofiible to know to what meafures any 
one gave his affent, and took away all 
refponfibility. But thefe were not its 
only defects, the conititution, by the 
rotation eftablifhed in 1773, contained 
in it a principle of perpetual change 
and fluctuation. Hence, when orders 
were fent to India, they were difre- 
garded by their fervants there, becaufe 
they were fure that, before the news 
of their difebedience arrived in Eng- 
land, the direction would be changed, 
fix of their enemies would be out, and 
fix of their friends would be in, and 
then it would be attended with im- 
punity. ‘lThefe were not theoretical 
evils, they had produced every effect 
that 


d, buta luft of power, and an unlucky indolence 


of temper, combined to make him, through the courfe of the lait war, coanive at almoft every man 


o 


+ O, 


in every department fleecing the public beyond the exaimple-of all former times. 
were clean: not fo thofe of the whole tribe of his contractors and dependents. 


His own hands 
The noble lord has 


a rich vein of pure, elegant, claffical wit, the moit ealy manners, and unaffected good-nature, with 
every amiable, and companionable quality. He is formed to be admired and beloved as a private 
nobleman: would to heaven I could commend his reverence for the conititution, his love of liberty 
and his zeal for the prefervation of thoie noble privileges and franchifes, which ase the birthright of 


Englifhmen! With his colleague I have acted a 
, . . 4 . 
fide through the whoie American war, and in ali the itruggles 


gainit his lordihip for many years. 


I fought by his 
again{t the too great power oi the 


crown. I @ave frequently been in raptures trom the ttraius of his manly eloquence, the force of 


his reafoning, and the torrent of his oratory. 
never known. 


So periect a parliamentary debater this Houfe has 
I grieve when I recollect how unavailing all our tedious ttruggles have been, and 
that fo large a par: of the empire has been torn from us; 


but I am indignant when I fee the noble 


lord in one of the highett othces of the ftate, brought back to power, and careffed by the very mah 
who undertook to impeach him, as the greatcriminal of the itate, the corruptor of parliament, the 
i r ; 


author and contriver of our ruin. 
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that was to be expected from a weak, 
fluctuating, unrefponfible executive 
ower, lodged in the hands of a mul- 
titude. If then the difeafe lay in the 
conftitution at home, the conftitution 
at home muft be altered. But gentle- 
men called for proofs of the neceflity. 
Let the government of the Company 
be looked at in any poffible point of 
view, and every thing was juftified. If 
confidered in a pecuniary light, with 
five millions of revenue they had come 
to the bar of that Houfe three times 
in fifteen years, begging for loans to 
fave them from bankruptcy. If as 
politicians, they had broken every 
treaty, they had forfeited every en- 
gagement; if as fovereigns, they had 
torn up the title to the eitate of every 
man in Bengal, by their orders to let 
the lands to the higheft bidder; and 
vet more ftrange, if in a commercial 
yoint of view, before they got the 
healt of Bengal, they traded on 
a {mall capital, and gained on the Ben- 
gal trade alone 200,e00l. a year, and 
now, when the country and the re- 
venues were their own, they traded at 
an annual lofs of nearly the fame fum. 
With fuch an outline of their coniti- 
tution and conduct, was it poffible to 
contend that fuch a government ought 
to continue. It was abfurd to fay that 
they would allow anarchy and tyranny 
to remain, and leave India in a {tate of 
defolation and mifery, becaufe they 
were afraid to truft the crown with the 
neceflary powers of government. 

Sir Richard Hill attacked the hill 
in his quaint ironical way, and faid 
that he would fupport it, if the title 
were made coniiftent with the principle, 
by the following amendment: ‘A bill 
for ftrengthening the influence of his 
Majefty’s prefent minifters; for clear- 
ing the way for the abolition of feveral 
ufelefs charters yet exifting in this 
kingdom; and for affording a fpeedy 
provifion for feveral refpectable friends, 
yobbers, and adherents of his Majefty’s 

refent minifters, which friends, job- 
cn and adherents are now labouring 
under the moft neceffitous circum- 
ftances, and very importunate to be 
relieved.” 

Mr, Powys recapitulated his former 
5 





againit the conttitution. He reproach- 

ed Mr. Fox with having fneered at the 

impotent independence of the country 
ntlemen. 

Mr. Fox denied the imputation, 
What he had faid, and what had been 
thus mifreprefented, was, that he would 
not have any individual fo vain of his 
independence, as to fuppofe that his 
fingle vote, given in direét contra- 
di¢tion to the evidence of his fenfes, 
would decide and govern a queftion. 
He would willingly ref the bill en- 
tirely on its popularity, when rightly 
underftood, and {tripped of the falfe co- 
Jours that had been fo artfully put 
upon it. 

Mr. W. Pitt was fevere and perfonal 
in reply to Mr. Fox. He obferved on 
the cafe of the county members, and 
aflerted that it was an object with go- 
vernment to annihilate their confe- 
quence. ‘This he confidered as a coun- 
terpart to the biil, both having ori- 
ginated in the fame fpirit of tyranny 
and oppreflion. He ftill urged the 
fallacy of the minifter’s ftatement, and 
the fairnefs of the Company’s own 
account of their affairs. 

The Attorney-General reprehended 
Mr. Pitt for his perfonality, and ftre- 
nuoufly defended the bill on its fe- 
veral grounds, neceflity, influence, and 
expediency. He inftited, that nece/- 
fity would juftify the infringement of 
charters in many cafes. What could 
be fo facred as to demand preference 
in competition with the publick good? 
Was a charter any thing more than an 
inftrument afligning certain {fpecific 
poweis to a few for the benefit of the 
whole? When the end was no longer 
to be obtained, could the deed or in- 
ftrument be of any farther ufe? Was 
a fheet of parchment with a feal at the 
end of it to be preferred to the happi- 
nefs of thirty millions of people? 

Mr. Arden retorted on the Attorney- 
General, reprobated the bill, and de- 
nied the neceffity or utility of it. 

Mr. Rigby faid that fo long ago as 
the year 1772 he had been on a 

committee 


Feb, 


arguments againf the bill, and adjured 
the Houfe not to fuffer it to go toa 
third reading, but to feize it as an 
initrament of deftruétion going forth 
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committee of Eaft-India enquiry; that 
at that time they faw enough to make 
them fhudder, and a bill of regulation 
was brought in and paffed next year. 
He was furprifed how thofe who fup- 
ported that bill could have the incon- 
filency to oppofe this. The charter 
of the Company was violated then, 
and fo it muft be again, or all pretence 
to reform muft be abandoned. 

Mr. Fenkinfon ftated his old objec- 
tion of the bill’s creating a new execu- 
tive government within the realm, in- 
dependent of the crown, and reminded 
the Houfe that it would commit this 
country for all the debts that were or 
might be due in the Eaift. 

Mr. Dundas defended his bill of laft 
year, which had been pretty freely 
handled by comparifon with the prefent 
bill. 

Mr. Sheridan replied to Mr. Dundas, 
and as nothing is beneath the notice of 
a wit by profeilion, he gave a new turn 
to the quotations from Scripture, by 
additional quotations of his own, to 
the entertainment of at leaft one fide 
of the Houfe. 

‘The Speaker was now proceeding 
to put the queftion, when Mr. Flood 
rofe, and in compliment to him as a 
new member, anda fpeaker of great 
expectation, profound iilence obtained. 
He profeffed himfelf totally unac- 
quainted with the fubject of India con- 
cerns, and the principle of the bill, 
and yet made a long fpeech agin it, 
which of courfe confifted of general 
remarks, abftract and hypothetical po- 
fitions, and wanted application, ra- 
pidity, and fervour. 

Mr. Courtenay immediately applied 





his wit to the cold harangue of his 
countryman, and turned every thing he 
had faid into ridicule, glancing fome 
fide ftrokes at Mr, Dundas. 

The Houfe then divided, Ayes 208. 
Noes 102, 

The Solicitor-General next moved a 
fhort claufe, declaring it a public bill. 
Mr. Arden had no objection, but won- 
dered not that this had efcaped the 
honourable gentleman till then, fince 
every body confidered the bill as a 
pers job. ‘The names of Stephen 
ufhington and Jacob Wilkinfon, 
Efgrs. were fcratched out by their 
own defire, and thofe of Jofeph 
Sparkes and James Moffat received in 
their ftead. ‘The bill was read through 
and pafled, and ordered to be carried 
up to the Lords by Mr. Fox, 

Dec. 9. Who next day, attended by 
many members of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, prefented it at their Lordfhips 
bar. Being received by Lord Mans- 
field, it was carried to the table and 
read a firft time. Monday the 15th 
was fixed for the fecond reading, and 
the bill ordered to be printed on mo- 
tion by the Duke of Portland. The 
Earl of Temple got up, happy, he faid, 
to feize the firft opportunity of en- 
tering his proteft againft fo infamous a 
bill; and as every kind of evidence that 
could be procured would be requifite 
to prove that the neceflity, which was 
the only plea that could juftify fuch a 
meafure, was not fallacious, he afked 
the noble Duke whether minifters would 
object to any motion that might be made 
for other papers, befide the partial fe- 
le¢tion on the table. 
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MATHEMATICS, 
ANSWERS TO MATHEMATICAL QUESTIONS. 
22. QuesTion (I. Oktober) anfwered by Mr. W. RicharDs, of Blackwater, 
near Truro, in Cornwall. 
ET PFB reprefent an arc of the meridian,the center B 
being @, and pole P. Suppofe PF the compiement 
of the required latitude, of which the fine is FD, and FE 


which, coniequentiy, is the radius of the parallel. De- 
feribe the quadrant FE, from D, as a center,with the ra- 
dius DF; then, by the queftion, FE mutt exceed FP by the 
greatett quantity poilible; which will be when thew flux- 
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PC =. 
jons are equal. But the fluxion of PF is expreffed by De xDF, and that of 


3.14169, &c. 


14159, &c- x DF. Confequently PC+DC= - j OF 3514159, 








FE by z 2 
&e. 2 72 PC: DC :: 1: ,636618, the cofine of 39° 32%’, the latitude fought. 


This queftion was alfo anfwered in a very ingenious manner by Mr. Ifaac Dal- 
by, Mr. E. L. Duffaut, y Draconis, the Rev. Mr. Hellins, and Mathematicus, 


the propofer. 
23- Question (II. O&.) anfwered by Mr. I. Darsy. 


rf. In the ftereographic projec. (Fig. 1.) let the 
primitive reprefent the horizon; gh, mz, the given 
almicanters; and let ZP, the co-lat. be Jefs than the 
zenith dilt. of either almicanter. Defcribe the cir- 
cle MP for the locus of the pole: now fuppofe the 
change in azimuth was required to be a given quan- 
tity. Draw Zs, and make the 2 SZs = the 
propofed charge in azimuth. Through §,s 
defcribe the arc of a great circle Ss, 
which bifeét with the great circ. BOQ, cut- 
ting it at right angles in B; then if great circles are 
fuppofed to be drawn through O and S, O and 5s; 
oS or os, the intercepted arcs, will be the polar 
diftance of the Rar anfwering the conditions of the 
prob. This needs no demonitration. 

Let us next fuppole the point S to be fixed, and 
theazim or Z SZstoincreafe. It will be evident 
that it is augmented as the are Ss increafes; but Ss 
will increafe until the parallel NSA ts defcribed to 
touch the almicanter azz in S, in which cafe the 
place of the pole wili be M; as is too obvious to 
need further demonftration. If, therefore, round 
M, asa pole, at the dittance MS, a parallel of de- 
clination be defcribed, it will be that of the ftar 
whofe change in azimuth is a aaxiiaua in pafling 
tiom the almicanter cA to the almicanter mz. 

If the diftance of the almicanters be equal to 
twice the complement of the latitud:, MW will be 
equal to MS; and the parallel deferibed, as direed 
above, willtouch both almicanters: in which cafe the greateft change in azimuth 
will be 780% But if the diftance of the almicanters exceed twice the co- latitude, 
ihe queftion does not then admit of a maximuz. 

Again, fuppole Ss, or the 2 SZs, to diminifh; and, at the fame time, the arc 
Ss to remain bifected by the perp. as before: then it is obvious that the prob. will 
be poflible for a given quantity, as long as the perpendicular BO cuts or touches 
the circ. MP; and, theretore, when it touches it, or is in the pofition RP, that 
will evidently be its pofition when the change in azimuth is a aiaimum. Hence, if 
a vieat circle Pik be drawn to touch the Iecus of the pole, MP, and about the pole, 
P, a parallel, SQ, be defcribed fo that the intercepted arc, SQ, is bifeSted by PR, 
that will be the parallel of declination required, and RP the polar dift. when the 
change in azimuib isa minimum. 

To effect this, let (Fig. 2.) the projec. be on the plane of the equator, where Z 
is. the zen. mu, gh, the almicanters, as before; D and C their centers: now P beimg 
the center of all the parallels of declination, we are to draw the paral, SQ_ fo that 
the arc SR=RQ: het when SR=-RQ, the chord SQ will be bife&ted by KP. 
Therefore, take Pd =D, and apply dé3—DO, the rad. of the almicanter mz, and 
draw QS |} 2D: join PQ, and withit, as a rad. deictibe the arc QRS, which will 
he the parallel of declination required. For dQ being —=DO, =Ds, and Qs jj dD, 
and Dd bifeQed by RP, at right angles to it, it will, therefore, bifect QS; whence 
the conftruction 1s manitet 

fie method of compuiation may be ihus: Draw CQ; then, in the plane 4 
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CQd, the three fides.are given, viz. Q2—DS=—} x tang. — £m tang. 20—-2E 
2 
Li La Zr—ZP 





CQ=:x tang. 


either of the ~sat C ord may be found. Then there will be given two fides and 
the included g to fina the other fide, PQs; which will be the tang, of half the polar 
dift. required, 

2d. If the co-lat. be equal to the zen. dift. of the higheft almicanter, the quef- 
tion ili]! admits of a minimum, which is determined as in the foregoing cafe, and 
limited in the fame manner, 

3d. If the co-lat, be greater than the zen. dift, of the upper almicanter, but 
their dift. /e/s than half the dift, of the almicanters, it {till admits of a gin. which 
is found as above, 

4th. Butit the above-mentioned diff. be equal to, or greater than half the dift. 
of the almicanters; or if the co-lat. be equa! to, or greater than the zenith dift. of 
the loweft almicanter, in all thefe cafes the deaf change in azim. will be nothing ; 
but the max. is determined in the fame manner in all fhefe cafes; the polar dift. 
being univerfally equal the fum of the co-lat. and zenith dift. of the higheft aimic, 
and coniequently the parai. of dec. touches that almicanter on the merid. 

gp The letter M is wanting where the line ZW cuts the circle mSa. 


PC 
a -+ tang. ——, and Cd= tang, _ + nag. =_, whende 
2 


The fame anfwered by y Daaconis, 





Let CAZBD reprefent the meridiaa, AB, CD Z 
the two given almicanters, PZ the given comp. of — ; 
Jatitude, and P5= PT, the co-decl. fought. Now, A “4X oan P 
f. ta Tt” 


is evident the angle SZT will be increafed by the 


if the co-decl. be fuppofed to be increated to Ps, it / 
C 


angle sZS and diminifhed by the angle ¢Z T but fince 


: . L - 
itis a minimum this increment muit be equal to its = ‘TN | 
decrement tZT. By confidering the ratio of the H e 
fluxions of the feveral parts of the triangles SZP, TZP; of which two fides are 
PSxR? PSxR2 
fant, we get sZS = — and iZT = 
petits . S.PZ.S,ZPS 








—_—- : wherefore 
S.PZ.S,ZP 1 








PSR? PSxR* 
§,PZ.5,ZPS ~ S,PZ.5,ZP 1” 
it is impoffible that the 2 Z2PT fhould ever equal ZPS) that ZPT is the fupplement 
of ZPS, or that APS=TPD. If, theretore, we call the cofine of ZPS x, the co- 
fine of ZPT will be —x; and, by atheoremin trigonometry, xxCsS.PZxCS.PS 
+5.PZx%S.PS—CS ZS: and allo—xxCS$.PZ.CS.PS+S8.PZ.$.PS—+CS.ZT ; 
where the negative fign mutt be uled if the almicanters are on different fides of the 
horizon HO, from which, by equating the two values of x, we have CS.ZSCS, 

CS.ZS+CS.ZT 
ZT =2xCS.PZXCS.PS or rad, 2 ——— 1: S. lat. +S. decl. 





or $,ZPT=S,ZPS ; from which I conclude (fince 





QE. qT. 


Another Anfwer to the fame by Mr. Robert PHILLiPs, of St. Agnes, Cornwall, 


Let HZPO be the meridian (fee the lait fig.) Z the zenith, P the elevated pole, 
TS the parallel of declination of the ftar, and Tand S its places when on the given 
almicanters. Put the fine and cofineof PZ=s andc, thole of TZ=p and gq, thole 
of SZ—m and x, and the cofines of the angles SZP and TZP=—-x andy. Then 
by a well-known theorem in {fpherics, the cofine of PI =spy+4cg, and that of Ps 
=smx+en; now PT and PS being each of them the complement of the ftar’s decli+ 
SIX + Cil—CG 

sp } 
fince the angle TZS, the change in azimuth is a max. or min. its daxion muft be 
equal 0, and confequently the fluxion of the angle TZP =the fluxion of the angle 


Now, 





nation, are equal; confequently spy+cg—smx+cn, and y= 





Q 
SZP; that is, fuppofing radius equal to unity, BP yam 3 = ae ‘ nant cane 
Nz SMX 
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smx + (h—eq J $7 x * 





























; confequentl = = fa» an 
sp ’ q Y vy 1—y* V 52 p< sx + cn—cql* Vv 1—x . 
a oe 2 ee $*Xp?— m*—c*xn~-¢)* 
— SS = ied re = ; from 
J 5* pt —SNX + ch—cg Q 2 Stim X n—q 


whence every thing wanted may be found. 


24. QUESTION (IIT. O&.) anfwered by Mr. GEorce Garnons. 


Since the children had equal fhares, if the number of guineas be found that one 
child had, the work is done. Let x be the number of guineas the father left be- 


¥ ‘ x—TI 6+x . 
hind him: then, by the queftion, 1 + y-— x , is the eldeft fon’s fhare; and 
7 7 





6 84-6 
‘od : 5 Pid _ x =. will be the fecond fon’s fhare; which being 


. 2 $27" @& , is 
. ++ x 7 x 
equal to the fhare of the frit, we have + = nc soa , and x = 36, the num. 


7 49 
6 
~# — 6, the number each child had: confequently there 





1+ eC Or 








ber of guineas; alfo 


were alfo6 children. 

y Draconis, after anfwering the queftion in a manner not materially different 
from Mr. Garnons, obferves, that ‘* every {quare number admits of fuch a div:fion 
as is defcribed in the quettion, and the value of the feveral divifions ts equa! to the 
root of that fquare number. Alfo the particular number by which the fucceeding 
remainders are divided muft neceflarily be the root increafed by unity; as will be 


evident to him who divides tit? by win the aforefaid manner.” A remark to 
the fame purport with the latter part of this, was alfo made by Mr. W. Richards, 
Anfwers to the queftion were alfo received from Mr. Bromfield of Dunchurch, Mrg 
Dalby, Mr. Dutfaut, the Rev. Mr. Hellins, Mr. R. Phillips, and Taffo, 


25. QUESTION (IV. O&.) anfwered by Mr. JOHN HAMPSHIRE. 
CONSTRUCTION. 





M KL P 
Let MNOP be the rectangle to which that contained wap 
hy the given fides is to be equal, ME the given perpen- by x 
dicular, and ML the difference of the feoments of the 4 
bafe. Take MH a fourth proportional to ME, MP ; 


and MN, and on MH defcribe a circle AMBH. Bi- 

fe& ML inK, draw KG cutting the circle in C and G, 

and make CD—ME. Through D draw AB parallel to F 

MP; join A and C, B and C, and ABC will be the A\ Ij D 
N 











triangle required. 








DEMONSTRATION, 





It is manifeft that ID (half the difference of DA and DB, the fezments of the 
bafe) —=MK—! ML; and CD—ME by conftru&ion. Moreover, becaufe ME: 


MP :: MN: MH, by conftruction, MP x MN=ME x MH (Euc. VI. 16.) = 
DCxMH=ACxCB, by Simp. Geom. Prop. 25. B. Ill, Q. E. D. 


SCHOLIUM. 


If E and L be joined, EL muft not be greater than MH, a fourth proportional to 
ME, MP, and MN, as is too obvious to need demonftration. 
his queftion was conftru€ted, from the fame principle, by Mr. Dalby, Mr. 
Duffaut, Mr. Phillips, Mr. Robbins, the propofer, and Mr. Sanderfon. 


26. QuesT10Nn (V. O&.) anfwered by Mr. GEorGE SANDERSON, the propofer. 
CONSTRUCTION. 


Through the points D and C defcribe, by Prob. XII. of Mr. Lawfon’s Tangen- 
cies, a circle, DCE, to touch the given circle, AGB, in F; and E will be the point 
required, For 
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For the angle DEC is manifeftly G 
greater than any other angle that can be 
formed by lines drawn from C and Dto 
meet in the circumference of the circle 
AGB. But DEC is the difference of €/ 
the angles ADE and ACE; confequensly 4 te 
the difference oftheangles ADE, ACEis 3 Oe 
greater in that vofition than in any other, ee ae, © 
Now it is well known, that when any -_ ia. \ 
two quantities begin to increale, or de- Le y , 
creale, one uniformly, and the other Ab D C 5B 
with a continued accelerated or retarded velocity, the difference of thefe two quan- 
tities will be the greateft when the velocities with which they increafe or decreafe 
are equal. Coniequenily E is the point where the angular velocities of the lines 
CFE and DE are equal. _E. D. 

In a manner not effentially different, the queftion was anfwered by y Draconis, 
the Rev. Mr. Hellins, Mr. R. Phillips, Mr. W. Richards, and Mr. Ifaac Dalby, 


who obferves that the point E will be determined in the fame manner, let the path 
ot it be aline ef any kind whatfoever. 
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An Alsebraic Anfwer to the fame by Mr. T. Topp. 


Let AGB (fee the laft fig.) be the given circle, C its center, D the given point; 
and let us Sippofe e to be that required: moreover, let eC,eD be drawn; alfo Cg 
parailci to eD, and gd, eb both perpendicular to AB. Put z=CD, v=Cé, y= 
gd, and r=the radius Ce,=Cg; then will Dd be expreffed by v—x, eb by / 77 —v", 
eD by V r2-++-nu*—2xnu, and the fluxions of the angles ADe (ACg) and ACz, that 


























is, of the arcs Ae and Ag by <eueateees » and + Now, by fimilar trian- 
V remy V r*—y? nat 
gles, ee (De) : V rive (eb) :: r (Cg): 1 Slee sxgd,= 
V rt nr—22U 
. —_" ee es . tine P . 
y: confequently, a — ee nt ei A de —, = (by the queft.) 














Vv rey? J re ——U* X72 4 A — anv XrFi—Try 


ew. Hence, by reduction, v—a#=0, or V=2; that is, Ch=CD; and con- 


J rem u* ' 
fiquently the point ée is found by drawing a line from the point D perpendicular to 
the diameter AB. 

Mr. W. Jones, mathematical inftrument maker, in Holborn, anfwered the 3d 
and 4th Queftions ; but his Jetter did not come to hand till this fheet was compofed. 








SISOS HE CU ME ACT 


MATHEMATICAL QUESTIONS. 
41. Question I. dy Mr. E. L. Durraut, of the Rev. Mr. Fames’s 


Academy, at Greenwich, 
It is required to cut a given upright elliptical cone, geometrically, fo that 
the feétion may be a circle. 
42. Question Il. by AstRonomIcus. 
It is required to-find what vertical circle the ftar Aldebaran is on, at London, 


when its change in azimuth is at the rate of 15/ of a degree in one minute of 
time; alfo what vertical circles it is on when its change in azimuth bears 


the greateft and leaft ratio poffible to the diurnal motion. 
43- Question III. dy Tasso, of Bath. 


xby Fb ZPV=57 





- xytazv = 384 dv. 
Given ayn--yn0 =1944 to find x, y, z, andv 
xyzv= 8640 


44. QUESTION 
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44. Question IV, dy Mr, Toomas Topp, 

What money in hand, and alfo what fum, as an annual payment during life, 
ought a perfon 36 years old to give for 1721. payable at his death to his . 
allowing intereft at 4]. per cent. per annum. and the firft annual payment to be 
made dire¢tly: alfo how long ought this life to continue to make the whole 
money paid at once, and the annual payments, made as above, amount to 1721. 


45- Question V, dy Mr. Isaac Datsy. 

A plane triangle, and a point, either within or without it, being given; it is 
required to draw a right line through that point, to cut the fides about the ver- 
tical angle of the triangle, fo that the parts of them adjacent to that angle, when 
added to, or fubtra¢ted from two given right lines, refpectively, may obtain a 


given ratio, 


ft The anfweirs to thefe queftions are requefted before the 1% of May, 
and may be directed (poft-paid) to Mr. Baldwin, in Paternofter-row, London. 





SONS SS? fe eee 
——— o_o -_- - 


NATURAL 


ACCOUNT OF ‘THE BLACK CANKER CATERPILLAR, WHICH 
DESTROYS THE TURNIPS IN NORFOLK. EY WILLIAM MARSHALL, E! 
IN A LETTER TO CHARLES MORTON, M.D. F.R.S. 





mIiSsrtrORy 


. a» @ 


avatar 


so a Se ‘oh 
Kead at the Royal Society, February 8, 1733. 


SIR, 


Few months after you did me 

the honour of prefenting my mi- 
nutes of agriculture to the Pritith 
Mufuem, I came down into Norfolk, 
as agent to Sir Harbord Harbord. 

To a perfon intelligent in matters 
of agriculture it would be fuperfuous 
to fay, that Norfolk is celebrated for 

ood hufbandmen; or that the turnip 
erop is the bafis of the Norfolk huf- 
bandry. if a Norfolk farmer lofes his 
crop of turnips, his farm is injured for 
feveral fucceeding vears; for it is not 
only the lofs of the immediate profit, 
which would otherwife have arifen to 
him from his bullocks, but his land is 
deprived of the coniequent manure and 
trampling (eiteemed highly beneficial 
to the light Jands of this county) on 
which his future crops of corn are 
effentially dependant. 

Among the numerous enemies to 
which turnips are liable, none have 
proved more fatal here than the Black 
Canker (a fpecies of caterpillar) which 
in fome years have been fo numerous 
as to cut off the farmer’s hopes in a 
few days. In other years, however, 
the damage has been little, and “m 
others nothing. About twenty vears 
ago the whole country was nearly 


Gunton, near Ayl/bam, Norfal?, Aug. 22, 1782. 


{tripped; and this year it has been fub- 
jected to a fimilar fate. Many thou- 
fands of acres, upon which a fairer 
profpeét for a crop of turnips has not 
been feen for many years, have been 
plowed up; and as, from the feafon 
being now far {pent, little profit can be 
expected from a fecond fowing; the 
lofs to the farmers, individually, will 
be very confiderable, and to the county 

immenie. 
it was obferved tn the canker-year 
above-mentioned, that, prior to the 
appearance of the caterpillars, great 
numbers of yellow flies were feen bufy 
among the turnip plants; and it was 
then fuipected, that the canker was the 
caterpillar itate of the yellow fly; and 
fince that time it has been remarked, 
that cankers have regularly followed 
the appearance of thefe flies. From 
their more frequently appearing on the 
fea-coait, and from the vait quantities 
which have, 1 believe, at different 
times, been obferved on the beach, 
wathed up by the tide, it has been a 
received opinion among the farmers, 
that they are not natives of this coun- 
try, but come acrofs the ocean, and 
obfervations this year greatly corro- 
borate the idea. Fifhermen upon the 
’ eafiern 
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eaftern coaft declare, that they aftually 
faw them arrive in cloud-! ke flights ; 
and from the teftimony of many, it 
feems to be an indifputable fact, that 
they firft made their appearance on the 
eaftern coaft; and, morever, that on 
their firft being obferved, they lay upon 
and near the cliffs fo thick and fo 
Janeuid, that they might have been 
collected into heaps, lying it is faid, 
in fome places two inche sthick. From 
thence they proceeded into the coun- 
try, and even at the diftance of three 
or four miles from the coaft they were 
feen in multitudes refembling {warms 
of bees. About ten days after the ap- 

earance of the flies, the young cater- 
pillars were firft obferved on the under 
fides of the leaves of the turnip:, and 
in feven or eight days more, the entire 
plants, except t the ftron nger fibres, were 
eaten up. A border under the hedge 
was regularly fpared until the body of 
the inclofure was finifhed; but this 
done, the border was foon ttripped, 
and the gateway, and even the roads 
have been feen covered with caterpillars 
travelling in quett of a frefh fupply of 
turnips; for the grafles, and indeed 
every plant, except the ere and the 
charlock (finapis arveniis) they entirely 
negleét, and even dic at their r ots, 


within a few miles of the eallern ‘rey 
but has reached, more or iefs, into the 
very center of the county. The mif- 
chief, however, in the weftern parts of 
Norfolk, and even on the north coatt, 
has been lefs general; but 1 am afraid 


it may be faid, with a great deal of 


truth, that one half of the turnips in 
the coun.y have been cut off by this 
voracious animal. 

A circumitance fo difcouraging to 
induftry, and injurious to the public 
at large, will, I flatter myfelf, Sir, be 
th ought a futiicient apology for my 
troubli ing ycu witha relation of it, and 
for my taking the liberty of fending 
you a male and a female fly , alfo one 
of the animals in its caterp ullar, and 
one which is in its chryfalis ftate, for 
your infpection, hoping that the pub- 
lic may vecome acquainted with the 
means of prevéating in future fo great 
a calamity. 


Left the flies may become disfigured 
in tray elling, it may be prudent to fay, 
that their wings are four; that their 
antennz are clubbed, and about one- 

rd of the length of th eir body, each 
ion compofed « of nine joints, namely, 
two next the head, above which two 
there is a joint fomewhat longer than 
the reft, and above this fix more joints, 
fimilar to the two below; that near 
the point of the tail of the female there 
is a black fpeck, outwardly fringed 
with hair; but which, opening longi- 
tudinally, appears to be the end of a 
cafe, containing a delicate point or 
fting (about one-t wentieth of an inch 
in Tength) which on a curfory view 
appears to be a fimple lanceolated in- 
ftrument, with a ftrong line _pafling 
down the midaule, and ferrated at its 
edges; but, on aclofer infpection, and 
by agitating it ftronely with the point 
of a needle, it ferarates into three 
one-edged inftruments, hanger- like as 
to their eeneral form, with a {piral line 
or wrinkle windi ing trom the point to 
the bafe, making ten or twelve revo- 
lutions, which line, pafling over their 
edges, gives them fome appearance of 
being fi 1c ir ated. 

B the help of thefe inftruments, 
I apprehend, the female depofits her 
eggs in the edge of the turnip-leaf (or 
fometimes, perhaps, in the nerves or 
ribs on the under furface of the leaf :) 
thus far I can fay, and I think witha 
confiderable degree of certainty, that 
having put fome frefh turnip ‘léavte 
into a glafs containing feveral of the 
male and female flies, I perceived ( ‘by 
the means of a fimple. magnific r) that 
one of the females, after examining 
atte veiled the edge of the leaf, and 
finding a part which appeared to me to 
have een vitten, unfheathed her in- 
truments, infinuated them into the 
edve of the leaf, and having forced 
them afunder fo as to open a pipe or 
channel between them, placed her 
pubes ( (the ftuation of which from re- 
peate d an id almo! ft 1! celts int Copt il: tions 
{ had been able to afcerta ‘in precifely, 
and to the lower part of which thefe 
inftruments feem to be fixed} to the 
orifice, and having remained a few 
feconds in that pofture, deliberately 
drew 
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drew out the inftruments (which the 
tranfparency of the leaf held againft a 
ftrong light, afforded me an opportu- 
nity of feeing very plainly) and pro- 
ceeded to fearch for another convenicat 
place for her purpofe. 

The caterpillar has twenty feet (fix 
of its legs being of confiderable length, 
the other fourteen very fhort) and in 
its firft ftage is of a jetty black, fmooth 
as to a privation of hair, but covered 
with innumerable wrinkles. Having 
acquired its full fize, it fixes its hinder 
parts firmly to the leaf of a turnip, or 
any other fubftance, and breaking its 
outer coat or flough near the head, 
crawls out, leaving the fkin fixed to the 
leaf, &c. ‘The under coat, which it 
now appears in, is of a blucifh or lead 
colour, and the caterpillar is evidently 
diminifhed in its fize. In every re- 
fpect it is the fame animal as before, 
and continues to feed on the turnips 
for fome days longer: it then entirely 
leaves off eating, and becomes covered 
with a dewy moifture, which feems to 
exfude from it in great abundance, and 
appearing to be of a glutinous nature, 
retains any Joofe or pliant fubitance 
which happens to come in contact with 
it, and by this means alone feems to 
form its chryfaliscoat. One I find laid 
up in the fold of a withered turnip leaf 
(that which I have the honour of in- 
clofing to you) was, among {ix others, 
formed by putting common garden 
mould to them while they were in the 
exfudatory ftate above defcribed. 
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From the generic characters of the 
fly I conclude it to be a Tenthredo of 
Hitt; but whether that voluminous 
author be fufficiently accurate; or whe- 
ther, from being an almoft entire 
ftranger to natural hiftory, I may, or 
may not, fufficiently underftand my 
book, I muft beg leave to fubmit to 
your fuperior knowledge of the fub- 
ject. 

I am endeavouring to extend my 
obfervations on thefe infe&s, and am 
making fome experiments concerning 
them, the refult of which I fhould be 
extremely happy in being permitted to 
communicate to you; and it may be 
proper to add here, that I fhould not 
have taken the liberty of troubling you 
prematurely with this letter, had I not 
luckily met with an opportunity of 
procuring fome live flies (which are 
now become very fearce); and I flatter 
myfelf they will come to your hands 
in a perfect fate. 

I am with the greateft refpett, &c. 





INTELLIGENCE, 

WE hear that Dr. Monro, Profeffor 
of Anatomy in the univerfity of Edin- 
burgh, is preparing a large and fplendid 
work, concerning the general, but more 
particularly the auditory anatomy and 

hifiology of tithes. It is expected that 
it will be publithed by the end of this 
winter, or at fartheft at the beginning 


of the approaching fpring. 
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CHESS S23 St. 
ON THE ANALYSIS OF WATER. 


\ ATER has always been con- 

fidered as a fimple element, 
incapable of being deftroyed by art. 
But in this age of philofophical won- 
ders we have feen this propofition de- 
monitrated to be failfe. Earth and air, 
which ufed to be reckoned elements, 
are now alfo proved by the experiments 
of PrirsriLey to be compound fub- 
ftances, and have a@tually been decom- 


. poted by that great philofopher. It is 


to the fame ingenious and indefatigable 


experimenter that we owe the difcovery 
of the Analyfis of WaTER. 

Our readers may remember that in 
the courfe of the laf fummer it was 
mentioned in feveral of our periodical 
publications, that Dr. Prieitley had 
found out a method of converting water 
into air. ‘This he did by combining it 
with quick lime, and then diflilling it; 
the air that came over was refpirable, 
and capable of maintaining combuftion. 
This experiment he profecuted, and 

varied 
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varied in feveral ways, and the faét 
was generally admitted, that water was 
sbfclutely convertible into air. It was 
indeed fo far admitted that (as is often 
the cafe, for even philofophers are 
pillagers) others laid claim to the dif- 
covery, and in particular an itinerant 
though ingenious lecturer, who from 
perfect blindnefs was incapable of mak- 
ing experiments, or obferving their 
cs 8 By varying the mode of the ex- 

eriment, however, fomething occurred 
which threw a doubt on the reality 
of the fatt, and occafioned it to be 
generally dilbelieved. ‘The enquiry, 
however, has been fuccefsfully refumed 
by Mr. Lavoifier, who alfo pretends to 
the prior right of difcovery (probably 
with as much reafon as the gentleman 
above alluded to) and he has not only 
decompofed, but recompofed water 
from its conftituent principles. 'Thefe 
principles, it feems, are diphlogitticated: 
and inflammable airs. By mixing thefe 
together under a glafs ball plunged in 

uickfilver, he found that the inner 
farface of the ball foon began to be 
obicured, and drops of water were at 
length {een trickling down its fides to 
the furface of the mercury. ‘The water 
procered by this procefs was nearly 
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equal to the weight of the two airs 
united, and as pure as diftilled water. 

It had been obferved before, that by 
firing inflammable with diphlogifticated 
air, the whole of them difappeared, 
and nothing but water was found in 
the veffel. But philofophers could not 
then bring themfelves to believe that 
the water was the product of thefe two- 
fpecies of air. "Lhe above fimple and 
elegant experiment, however, feems to 
put it beyond a doubt. 

Mr. Lavoitier applies this difcovery 
to the explanation of meny phenomena 
in the decompofition of bodies, vege- 
tation, fermentation, &c. but it is fuf- 
ficient for our prefent purpofe to have 
publifhed the difcovery itfelf, efpecially 
as we have reafon to think that the in- 
genious academician in fome of his 
applications of this difcovery is wrong. 

We thall conclude this account with 
recommending the following facts to 
the confideration of philofophers: 

It has lately been fhewn that fixed 
air is alfo compofed of diphlogiiticated 
and inflammable airs, and the like is 
faid to be the cafe with phlogifticated 
air. Iftthis be true, what is it that 
occafions the difference between thefe 
fubitances ? 
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FOR THE LONDON MAGAZINE. 


A PLAN 


OF A GENERAL [INOCULATING 


DISPENSARY FOR 


THE BENEFIT OF THE POOR, WITHOUT REMOVING THEM FROM THEIR 


OWN HABITATIONS. 
COMMUNICATED BY 


-F the numerous difezfes to which 
mankind is liable, one of the moit 
univerfal, loathfome, and dangerous, is 
the Small-Pox. Many of the other 
caufes which tend to the diminution of 
the human fpecies, when compared to 
this, feem to be trivial. Within the 
lait fixty years, as appears from the 
Londen bills of mortality, not above 
3500 have died of lunacy, 13,c00 in 
child-bed, and not more than 6400 
have been Urowned, &c. &c. But it 
is a melancholy fact, that within the 
fame period of time, more than oxe 
hundred and iaventy thexfand have been 


~ 


- Lono, Mac. eb, 1784. 


A CORRESPONDENT. 
fwept away in this city by the /meall- 


pox aline. How wounding to huma- 
nity is the reflection, that of this lait 
mentioned number, exe hundred thoufand 
at leait might have been faved by sxa- 
culation. 

To prove by a detail of facts the 
fafety and advantages of inoculation, 
would, at this period of time, in this 
country, and in an addrefs cf this 
nature, be fuperfluous. Of its utility 
to individuals no one entertains a doubte 
Of its utility and fafety, liikewife, to 
recommend it as a general and univer- 
fil practice in great cities, there can 
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now no longer be a queftion or dif- 
pute. 

It isa truth generally admitted, that 
the Small-Pox proves fatal to one in fe- 
wen of thofe who receive it in the xa- 
tural way; whilft, on the contrary, not 
one in five hundred falls a victim to it, 
when received by inoculation. 

But the value of this praétice does 
not confift merely in its diminifhing the 
mortality of the Swa/l-Pox alone, and 
in rendering it milder and lefs loath- 
fome; but alfo in its proportionably 
preventing the numerous fatal difeafes, 
the deformities, and the lofs of eye- 
fight, which are frequently the confe- 
quences of the natural difeafe. 

The fecurity, which in thefe refpects 
inoculation affords, has been a confide- 
rable time experienced by the rich, and 
by thofe of middling circumftances. 
But the indigent, who form a very 
large and ufeful part of the community, 
reitrained by their penury, and by not 
having theirattention fufhciently roufed 
and alarmed, fo as to guard their fami- 
lies in time againit the ravages of this 
voracious foe, have not hitherto, ex- 
cept in an extremely inconfiderable de- 
gree, participated of fo great a bleffing. 

An hofpital has indeed been elta- 
blifhed, fromthe moft benevolent mo- 
tives, for inoculating the poor of Loa- 
don; but on a feaie totally difpropor- 
tionate to the magnitude of fuch an 
object. ‘The number of patients ad- 
mitted into this receptacle, fuppofing 
it to have been conftantly filled, has 
been infinitely too fmall, when com- 
pared to the number of objects for 
whofe benefit it was inftituted, to have 
any perceptible effect in diminifhing 
the mortality of the Small-Pox. ‘ihe 
experience of many years proves to de- 
monftration its inefficacy, and the rea- 
fons are obvious. Children under /- 
wen years of age cannot, according to 
the regulations of this hofpital, be ad- 
mitted, though it is a well known 
fact, that far the greateft part of thofe 
born in London are feifed with the 
Small-Pox before they arrive at that 
period of life. 

Petides, if hofpitals: could be efla 
blithed, fufficient for the reception of 
a/l the poor in London liable to the 


above difeafe, the eligibility of the 
{cheme, for a variety off reafons not ne- 
ceffary to be here enumerated, would 
be highly exceptionable. The ex- 

ences attending it would be fuch as 
es are aware of; they would be enor- 
mous. Again, the lower and laborious 
orders of people, though diftreffed by 
poverty, are no ftrangers to the tender 
teclings of humanity and parental af- 
fection; they might with their infant 
offspring to receive the benefit of ino- 
culation at home, and yet fhudder at 
the thoughts of committing them to 
a crowded hofpital, and to the care of 
an hofpital nurfe. Some more ad- 
vanced in years (very few of whom 
would be zatives of London) might de- 
fire the fame benefit for themfelves, but 
the neceflary feparation, during three 
weeks or a month, from their families, 
fervices, or domeftic avocations, would 
deter them from embracing it. 

In the hopes of rendering inocula- 
tion early and general amongft the 
poor, who certainly have an equal 
claim with the rich to its benefits, at 
their oxvn habitations, and at the fame 
time of flimulating thofe of the high 
and middle ranks, who might neglect 
the fame preventive to fecure their fa- 
milies, this inflitution is begun. Con- 
fident are the inftitutors, that if this 
great end be accomplifhed, as certain- 
ly it may, in refpect to the poor and 
laborious orders, at a very trifling ex- 
peace, a very few hundred pounds, 
inoculation alone will in time be the 
ineans of preferving, perhaps, an equal 
number cf the human fpecies, as a// 
the other noble endowments, for fick- 
neis and difeafe, of this beneficent city 
united. 

The following propofition will 
prove, to arithmetical demonftration, 
the yait importance of the prefent in- 
fiitution. Jf London is fuppofed to 
contain half a.million of inhabitants 
within the bils of mortality (it is here 
only meant to fettle grofs proporticns) 
and iftwo thoufand of thefe, at a 
medium, die azzxal/y of the {mall-pox, 
then, following the fame proportion 
throughout we millions in Britain and 
freland, thirty ihoufand is the annual 
havock by this fingle difeafe; and ex- 
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1784. 
tending the fame calculation to 120 
millions, the utmoft computation of all 
the inhabitants in Europe, four hund::d 
thoufand are annually deftroyed by this 
direful peft. On the other fide, view, 
on this large feale, the advantages of 
Inoculation. 'The numbers who, on an 
average, annually undergo the {mall- 
pox in London, in all probability, ex- 
ceed twenty thoufand; (and the numbers 
whom it never attacks are very few and 
inconfiderable) if thefe swenty thoufand, 
were all inoculated, and one of five 
hundred die, as in the ufual proportion, 
the azuual lofs to the metropolis would 
be forty; and if all the azxual progeny 
of Britain and Ireland, taking‘them, 
according to Davenant, at three hundred 
thoufand, were, communibus annis, to be 
inoculated, the national lofs of both 
ilands would be only fx hundred, and 
of all Europe ten thoufand axzzually. 

No kingdom of Europe has yet 
adopted any general, fyftematic, and 
effectual plan to fhield themfelves from 
this inveterate enamy. Dr. Jurin’s litt 
of all the inoculated in London, and 
all other parts of England, from 1721 
(the fi? year in which public experi- 
ment was made of this practice in Bri- 
tain) to the year 1727, amount to 764 
only, and al it continued many 
years on the decline. It was fuffered 
to be introduced into Holland in 1748; 
into France not before 1754; and dur- 
ing the fve following years, a lift of 
no more than 200 inoculated can be 
colleéted from all parts of that popu- 
lous kingdom. Italy, Denmark, and 
Sweden, near the laft-mentioned period, 
for the firft time, tolerated experiments 
to be made of inoculation, and during 
nine years after its introduction, the 
inconfiderable number of 1200 were 
inoculated throughout Sweden. 

Thefe few faéts are adduced to fhow, 
that the practice of inoculation is yet 
in its infancy throughout the moft en- 
lixhtened kingdoms of Europe; and 
that it is fo even at this day in the 
Britith metropolis, the bills of mor- 
tality are a doleful proof. 

Every life faved by inoculation is fo 
much ftrength and treafure added to 
the nation. ‘There is no other difeafe 
where we have it fo much in our power 
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to leffen mortality, as in the fmall-pox. 
To the benevolent exhortations and 
exertions of the inititutors, the legifla- 
ture, the clergy, and enlightened indi- 
viduals of every profeffion in this me- 
tropolis and nation, are intreated to 
add their fanction, patronage, and 
affiiftance. ‘The example of London, 
in this inftance, will have great in- 
fluence on every other metropolis. 

Before conclufion it is proper to 
obferve, that within the laft twenty 
years, or lefs, two attempts have been 
made to render inoculation general in 
London. Both thefe humane plans, 
however, were unfuccefsful, and prin- 
cipally from the ill-founded oppofition 
and apprehenfions excited by fome 
private inoculators. 

Ali the original objections urged 
againft inoculation at its firft intro- 
duction had been refuted and given up: 
fuch as the return of the difeafe a 
fecond time; the communication of 
other contagious and infectious difeafes, 
and many other equally erroneous 
afperfions. ‘Theonly objection, which, 
until lately, remained difputed and un- 
decided, in fubftance was, ** Whether by 
general inoculation in grea: cities dij per- 
jing the infccHion, more injury than benefit 
euould be dane to the community.” U pon 
the final determination of this intereft- 
ing propofition, the fate of inoculation 
refted. Policy and humanity would 
certainly didtate the total fuppreffion of 
a practice, upon the whole, more de- 
trimental than beneficial to fociety. 

Baron Dimfdale, feveral writers on 
the continent, De Haen, ‘Tiffot, Raeft, 
&c. &c. had in printed treatifes repro- 
bated general inoculation in great 
cities. Baron Dimfdale infifted, that 
all the laborious and middling claffes of 
the London inhabitants fhould be fhut 
up during inoculation in hofpitals, but, 
itrange inconfiftency, he tolerated the 
rich and affluent to enjoy its benefits at 
their own houfes. in oppofition to 
this doctrine, pamphlets were written 
by feveral phyficians of this metropo- 
lis, in defence of general inoculation 
in London at private houfes. They 
were replied to, and with acrimony, 
by the baron, who continued to exult 
over all his opponents, and to imagine 


© 2 his 














100 NATURAL PHILOSOPHY. Feb. 


his arguments unanfwerable. About 
three years ago a {mall mifc ‘ellaneous 
treatife, called Ob/ervations medical and 
olitical, was publifhed by Dr. Black ; 
rai firft part of which was dedicated to 
the refutation of Baron Dimfdale’s pub- 
lications, and arguments againft gene- 
ral inoculation in London, | at the pri- 
vate houfes of all the inhabitants, in- 
difcriminately. ‘That treatife was not 
two months from the prefs, when the 
Baron haftily publifhed a new edition 
of his works on the fame fubjec, 
which he dedicated to the Emprefs of 
Ruffia; in which he erafed all his for- 
mer arguments again{t general inocu- 
Jation in London, and, m: inifeftly in 
confequence of the above publicacion, 
renounced and correéted this, with 
many other errors (truth and duty re- 
luctantly oblige us to declare) of enor- 
mous injury to the public fecurity. 
The laft confideration is, the proba- 
ble expences of this inftitution. ‘Ihefe 
would be inconceivably fmail. 7 Aree 
medical gentlemen will, at al! times, be 
amply faficient: and fer the conve- 
nience of the patients, and of them- 
felves, one refiding in Weitminfter, 
one in the city of London. and one io 
the Borough. Ove fimall houfe in the 
central part of the metropolis would 
be fufficient, to which patients fhould 
refort merely for inoculation, and their 
friends afterwards for medicines. As 
to the medicines, very few, and thofe 
not coftly, would be required to in- 
fants. At the firft coft, they would 
not, in all probability, ever exceed 
one hundred pounds annually. Sup- 
pofing, likewife, that one hundred 
pounds annually was alligued to cach 


of the three medical gentlemen, the 
total annual expence of the General 
Inoculating Difpenfary would not ex. 
ceed five hundred pounds: 
feveral of our great hofpitals fwallow 
up in little more than a weck. Per- 
haps alfo it would be advifeable, at the 
firft outfet, to offer a fmall pecuniary 
encouragement to fome of the poor, to 
induce them to fecure th eir families by 
timely inoculation. Fut, to eftablifh 
this inflitution, the influence and ex- 
hortations of enlightened individuals 
amongft their indigent neighbours will 
be more required “than the fupply of 
their parfes. The medical gentlemen 
will with the utmott pleafure give their 
time, advice, and attendance, Lratisy 
unt the charity fhall be fufficiently 
A hoi i -rent might alfo ar firlt 
with, during the infant 
ate of the charity, and to the private 
ioufes ef each of the three medica! gen- 
emen the patients may be directed to 
x ineculated. A druggtt, or apo- 
thecary, ineach of the shree diftritts 
above-mentioned can eafily be engaged 
to prepare the pre o{( riptions, for a very 
{mail profit upen his labour. 

Each fubfer: the ail one guinea in the 
year will be a governor during that 
period, and of ten guineas, a gover- 
nor for life: and each may annually re- 
commend ez patients to be i inoculated. 

Thofe noblemen, ladies, and gentle- 
men, whofe patriotifm st humanity 
difpofe them to patronife and encou- 
rage this inftitution, are refpectfully 
intreated to addrehs their wames and 
intention to Dr. Black, in the Hay- 
market, who will acquaint them with 
further particulars of this plan. 
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SIR, 


PHILOSOPHY. 
TO THE EDITOR OF 'THE 


LONDON MAGAZINE, 


HE theory of earthquakes has engaged the attention of the philofophical 


wor Id ever fince the fi 


of ex amining into natural ; appearance 


frec {pirit of enquiry has encour: aged the true method 


Dr. Stukely’s celebrated theory, which 


1s built on the fu; ppofed agency of cleat icity, and has been confirmed by feveral 


> ‘pe rime nts of the great Dr. Prieftle Vv, 1s w ell known to the world. 
cevaftation in the pro’ ince of C: abi ig 
peri operations of nature cannot but command. Sir \ 
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great probability afcribes this laft dreadful occurrence to the explofion of a fuby 


terraneous volcano. 
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The following extraét from a work* lately publifhed by 


Monf. de Dolomieu, correfpondent to the Royal Academy of Sciences at Paris, 
will fhew that, ay other concurrent caufes, the apparently gentle decompo- 


fition of fubftances t 


at contain air is capable of producing effects, not much 


inferior to thofe that owe their origin to the force of fire. 
Iam, Sir, Your's, &c. N. 


AN ACCOUNT OF A NEW SPECIES CF VOLCANO. 
OBSERVATIONS ON THE PHENOMENA WHICH APPEAR AT THE MOUNTAIN 


OF MACCALUBA, 


F the name of Volcano had not been 

appropriated exclufively to moun- 
tains that emit fire; if it had not been 
alwaysemployed to announce the great 
effects produced by this terrible ele- 
ment, or if it were applicable to every 
mountain whichis formed of the matter 
of itsown properexplofions, I fhould not 
fcrupletoapply the term toa fingularphe- 
nomenon i obferved in Sicily,  betw een 
Arragona and Girgenti. I fhould fay 
that 1 have feenan aerial volcano, whofe 
effects refemble thofe in which fire 1s 
the principal agent. I fhould obferve 
that this volcano, like others, has its 
intermiilions of repofe and colsinch. 
and its periods of turbulence and fer- 
mentation; that it produces earth- 
quakes, fubterraneous thunders, vio- 
lent fhocks, and, laftly, explcfions that 
throw the projected matter to the 
height of more than three hundred feet. 
But whatever name it may be confiftent 
with propriety to apply to this phe- 
nomenon, it will be neither lefs fingu- 
lar nor iefs intereiting on that account. 

On the 18th of Septe ember, 1781, 
going from Arragona to Girgenti, I 
went out of the direct road, to ape 

a place called Maccaluba, which w 
pointed out to meas very fingular, | ie 
a variety of rela ons that had very 
much excited my curiofity. "The foil 
of the ee I traverfed is effentially 
calcareous. It is overfpres id swith 
mountains and hills of clay, in which 
the currents of water have made deep 
fifures, and fome of which are lined 

vitha @ ypte ous cruft. After an hour's 
walk I arrived at the e place of deitina- 
tion. J beheld a mountain of clay, flat 
at the top. ‘The bate exhibited no- 
thing remarKable; b: ut on the plain that 
terminates its heigh 


t, 1 obferved the 


* Voyage aux 


IN SICILY. 


moft fingular phenomenon that nature 
has ever yet prefented to my view. 
The bafe of this mountain being 
circular, it imperfe€tly reprefents a 
truncated cone. Its elevation above 
the valley in which it is fituated, and 
almoft enclofed, is one hundred and 
fifty feet; and the plain at top is ina 
{mall degree convex, and al out half a 
mile in circumference. This plain is 
fo extremely fteril, that the flighteft 
trace of vegetation cannot be obferved. 
Every where on the fummit is feen a 
very great number of truncated cones, 
at various ciftances from each other, aA 
of various heights. ‘The higheft may 
neafure about two feet and a half, and 
:¢ {malleft are not more than two or 
i lines. At the fummit of every 
one is a crater, in the form of a funnel, 
the depth of which is about one third 
of the height of the cone it belongs to. 
The foil they reft on is a grey clay, 
dry and cracked in ev ery direction, the 
pieces being about four or five inches 
in thicknefs. ‘The great libration that 
is felt by walking on this plain fhews 
that the furface confitts of a thin cruit, 
which covers a foft and half fluid bab. 
ftance. And it is not without trepi- 
dation that an obferver perceives that 
this dried clay covers an immenfe gulf 
of mud, in which he runs the greateft 
rifque of | being {wallowed up. 
‘The interior part of each {mall crater 
is always moift, and exhibits a conti- 
nual motion. Every momenta mafs 
of moiftened clay, of a grey colour, is 
levated from the lower part of the 
crater. ‘This mafsisof a convex figure, 
and rifes till it has entirely filled the 
whole cavity, and furmounts it in the 
form of an he mifphere, | which burits, 
and lets a quantity of air efcape, that 
catifed 
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caufed the whole effet. "The burfting 
is attended with a noife refembling that 
produced | by drawing a cork out of a 
bottle, at the fame time that the clay 
is thrown out of the crater, and runs 
dowr the fides of the cone like a lava, 
extending beyond its bafe to a greater 
orlefs diftance, according to its qu antity. 
As foon as the air is thus dif ngaged, 
the reit of the clay that was not thrown 
out falls down into the crater, which 
then refumes its firft form, and pre- 
feryes it till a new bubble endeavours 
toefcape. In this manner there is pro- 
duced a continual motion of depretfion 
and elevation more or lefs frequent; 
and the frequency is increafed by 
fRamping upon the cruft of clay with 

which the iummit of the mountain is 
eorered. 

If a ftick be thruft into one of thefe 

eraters it returns by little and little by 
Rarts, but it isnot thrown to adiftance, 
as I had been taughttoexpect. During 
the time I was employed in obferving 
the phenomena of this mountain, three 
ef my attendants amufed themfelves by 
throwing pieces of the dried clay into 
the mouth of one of the largeft craters. 
‘The pieces were all fwallowed up, and 
an houremployed in this kind of work 
produced no other effeét than that of 
dilating the orifice a little, without 
filling it up. Some of thefe hillocks 
are entirely dry, and give no longer 
paflage to the air. The whole number 
of cones exceeds an hundred, but this 
number varies every day. Befides the 
cones, there are feveral round cavities 
in the foil itfelf, efpecially towards the 
weft, where the plain is lefs elevated 
than elfewhere. Thefe cavities are an 
inch or two in diameter, and are filled 
with dirty falt water, out of which 
bubbles are continually emitted with- 
out noife or explofion, but fimilar to 
the boiling of water upon the fire. On 
the furface of fome of thefe concavities 
I found a pellicle of bituminous oil, of 
afufliciently ftrong odour, of that kind 
which is often confounded with the 
{mell of fulphur. 

Such is the flate of this mountain 

guring the fummer and autumn till the 
rainy ieafon arrives, and this is the {late 


in which I faw it. But the circum- 
ftances during the winter are very dif- 
ferent. The clay on its fummit then 
becomes foft and almoft fluid by the 
rain, the conical hillocks are diffolved, 
and nothing prefents itfelf to the fight 
but avatt gulph of argillaceous mud, of 
which the depth is unknown, and which 
cannot be approached but with the 
greateft danger. An unceafing ebulli- 
tion prevails overall this furface. The 
air that produces it has no longer any 
particular paflages, but burfts forth alike 
in all parts. 

Thefe two ftates obtain only when 
the mountain is calm. It has ikewife 
its time of grand fermentation, in 
which it prefents plenomena that 
fpread terror and affright ints all the 
neighbouring places, and that refemble 
thofe w hich precede the eruptions of 
ordinary volcanos. Shocks of earth- 
quakes, often very violent, are felt to 
the diftance of two or three miles. 
Subterraneous thunders and wnoifes are 
heard, and after feveral days progreflive 
increafe in the interior ferment: ition, 
they arefucceeded by violent eru; ptions, 
attended with much noife, that throw 
the foil, together with mud, clay, and 
fome ftones, to the perpendicular 
height of more than two hundred feet. 
Allthefe matters fall again upon the 
fame fpot from which they were pro- 
jected. The explofions are ufually 
repeated three or four times during the 
twenty-four hours. ‘They are accom- 
panied by a fetid fmell! of liver of ful- 
phur, which fpreads itfelf over the 
adjacent parts, and fometimes it is 
afirmed there is an appearance of 
fmoke. After thefe eruptions the pre- 
liminary phenomena ceafe, and the 
mountain again refumes one of the two 
ftates before defcribed. 

The eruptions of this remarkable and 
fingular volcano happen in autuinn, 
when the fummer has been long and 
dry, but the interval is not regular. 
Many years fometimes elapfe without 
one; and afterwards they take place 
in two fucceflive years, or two years 
out of three, as in 1777 and 1779, 
which are the times of the lait erup- 
tions. ‘The regular interval of five 
years, 








1784. | 
years, concerning which different au- 
thors have fpoken, is contrary to ob- 
fervation. 

Here follows an account of the 
eruption of 1777, given me by aneye- 
witnefs, who wrote it at the time of the 
event*. JI leave it in its original lan- 
guage, adding at the fame time a li- 
teral tranflation: 

«« At the diftance of one league from 
the fea-coaft, behind Girgenti, is a 
place named Moruca by the ancients, 
and now Maccaluba, where on an emi- 
nence in the middle of a barren plain 
are obferved feveral different apertures, 
which by a gentle ebullition throw out 
mud and troubled water. On the 13th 
of September laft (1777) half an hour 
after fun-rife, a noife was heard at this 
place, that every moment increafing be- 
came in a fhort time louder than the 
loudeft thunder. ‘This was fucceeded 
by a trembling of the earth in the 
neighbourhood, where large apertures 
are {till to be feen, at the fame time 
that the principal mouth by which 
troubled water and mud commonly iffue 
forth became enlarged in diameter to 
fix palmst. Out of this mouth ther 
arofe or was emitted fomething that 
refembled a cloud of fmoke, and which 
in a very few feconds arrived to the 
height of twenty-four palms. Al- 
though the matter of this explofion had 
the colour of flame in fome of its parts, 
it contained neverthelefs liguid mud, 
and lumps of clay, which in falling 
fpread themfelves over the circumam- 
bient foil: the greater part, however, 
fell again into the great mouth from 
which they had been difgorged. This 
eruption laited half an hour, and was 
repeated three other times, with the 
intermiffion of a quarter of an hour, 
and the duration of a quarter of an 
hour. In the mean time, the motion 
and agitation of large maffes under the 
earth were heard; at the diflance of 
three miles the noife refembled that of 
the fea ina ftorm. While thefe ter- 
rible phenomena !aited, thofe who were 
prefent thought the end of the world 
was come, and were terrified by the 
apprehenfion of being buried under the 


— * 
It is prefumed to be unnecefMary to annex the 


his work. 
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clay that was thrown out of the prin- 
cipal mouth. This mud covered alf 
the neighbouring foil, to the depth of 
fix palms, befides filling up the adja- 
cent vallies, and though this clay was 
liquid on the day of the eruption, it 
appeared on the following day to have 
recovered its confiftence, fo that feve- 
ral curious perfons were able to ap- 
proach the great mouth in the middle, 
for the purpofe of obferving it. This 
mud ftill retains the fmell of fulphur, 
though not fo ftrongly as on the day 
of the eruption. ‘Ihe other mouths, 
which were fhut during the eruption, 
have appeared again, and we ftill hear 
a fubterrancous murmur, that makes us 
apprehenfive of another eruption.” 
We are always tempted to attribute 
effects nearly fimilar tothe fame caufe. 
It is feen that this mountain has erup- 
tions like Mount Etna, and this has 
been fufficient to induce the inhabitants 
of its environs, and the few travellers 
who have obferved it, to fuppofe that 
all the phenomena depend on fubter- 
raneous fires. I arrived on the fpot, 
pre-occupied with the fame idea. I 
expe€ted nothing more than to fee an 
ordinary volcano, either in the com- 
mencement or termination. I did not 
fufpect that there was any other agent 
in nature except fire capable of pro- 
ducing the phenomena that had been 
announced to me; but I was quickly 
undeceived. Ifaw nothing around me 
that indicated the prefence of the 
igneous element, which when in aCtion 
impreffes a diftintive charaCter on all its 
productions; and I was foon convinced 
that nature employs very different 
means to produce effets that refemble 
each other. I faw that fire was not the 
principal agent, nor even concerned in 
the phenomena of this mountain, and 
if in fome eruptions fmoke and heat 
were obferved, that thefe circumitances 
are no more than cafual or acceflory, 
and do not point out the true caufe of 
the explofions. Eut previous to a.de- 
velopement of the nature of this new 
agent, it will be neceffary to give a 
cetail of fome circumitances which I 
may have neglected, in defcribing the 
more 
alian in this place, as Mr. D. has done ia 
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+ ‘The Naples palm is above g } Englith inches. 
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more obvious appearances relating to 
this fingular phenomenon. 

My firft endeavour, on my arrival on 
the plain of Maccaluba, was to afcertain 
whether any heat exifted in the ebulli- 
tions faw about me. It was not with- 
out apprehenfion that I walked on this 
tremulous plain. It appeared dan- 
gerous to me to approach too near the 
larger cones, about which the ground 
was more worn than elfewhere, and 
might yield and fuffer me to fink, 
However, encouraged by repeated trials, 
I advanced to the very center of the 
plain. I thruft my hand into the fluid 
mud of the craters, and into the cavi- 
ties that contained water in a ftate of 
ebullition, but inftead of the fenfation 
of heat I expected, I experienced that 
of cold. I then plunged my thermo- 
meter, which in the open air ftood at 
twenty-three degrees and a haif, and it 
defcended three degrees. I thruft my 
naked arm as deep as I could into the 
mud of one of the craters, and I ex- 

erienced a fenfation of ftill greater 
cold than at the furface. No fmell of 
fulphur nor fmoke could be perceived, 
and, in fhort, I could by no poflible 
means difcover any veftige of fire in 
the ftate the mountain was then in. 
"This fact being well eftablithed, it was 
neceflary to examine whether the ig- 
neous element either affifted or acted 
as chief agent in the great eruptions. 
lalready began to doubt. I examined 
every part of this plain, and all the ex- 
terior parts © the mountain, without 
difcovering any fubftance upon whicl 
the fire had acted. On the contrary, 
1 found evident tokens to prove that 
this deftru€tive agent had not exifted. 
Among the ejected matter of the laft 
eruption I faw fat clays, that contained 
calcareous fpar not at all altered, cal- 
careous ftones abfolutely untouched, 
together with regular cryftals of fpar, 
and fragments cf laminated felen t:, or 
gypfum fpeculare. Thefe matters, that 
is to fay, the fpar and cryttallized 
gypfum, are altered by the moft gentle 
fire, and the giey clay by the action 
of heat is baked into a red tile or 
brick. Since thefe fubftances carry no 
marks of fire, they cannot have been 
fudjected to its action, and confequent- 
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ly it has not exifted in this fingular 
phenomenon. As foon as my obferva- 


tions had convincedane this mountain: 


was not an ordinary volcano, I readily 
faw the caufe of all the phenomena. 
A bottle being filled with the air which 
efcaped from the mud and the water, 
inftantly extinguifhed a taper plunged 
into it. ‘This air mixed with atmo- 
{pherical air produced neither flame nor 
explofion. J had no opportunity of 
making other experiments, but thefe 
were fufficient to fhow that it was fixed 
air that is the only agent in the pheno: 
mena I have defcribed. And it feems 
to me that the following explanation 
gives the true folution of this problem, 
which at firft appeared rather embar- 
rafline. 

I have already taken notice, that the 
foil of all the country is calcareous. It 
is covered with mountains of a grey 
and duétile clay, that often contains 
gypfum; and accident has placed a 
{pring of falt water in the middle of 
that called Maccaluba, great numbers 
of which are every where in this 
country abounding with mines of rock 
falt. ‘This water continually moiftens 
the clay, and afterwards exfudes throu gh 
one of the fides of the mountain. ‘The 
vitriolic acid of the clay feizes by its 
greater affinity the bafe of the marine 
falt, and difengages the marine acid, 
which a€ts on the calcareous earth be- 
neath the mountain. This laft com- 
bination difengages a vait quantity of 
fixed air, that traverfes the whole mafs 
of moift clay, and burfts out through the 
furface. "The vitriolic acid of the clay 
may likewife combine dire¢tly with 
the calcareous itone, and continually 
form gypfum. ‘The conitant motion 
of fixed air through the clay pro- 
duces an effect fimilar to that which 
would arife from kneading, that is, it 
augments its ductility and tenacity. 
During the winter, or rainy feafon, the 
clay is more moiftened, the air difen- 


the jummer, the furface of the clay be- 
comes dry, and forms a cruft more or 
lefs thick. ‘The nir then muft make 
an effort to efcape, and iflues forth at 
the place where the refiftance is leatt. 
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1784. 
It heaps together by little and little 
the portions of earth it brings along 
with it, and forms {mall cones, in the 
middle of which it preferves a paflage. 
But when the fummers have been long, 
hot, and dry, the clay increafes in te- 
nacity and compatinefs. It is no lon- 
ger permeable to the air, but refifts 
the effort of its elafticity. The air ac- 
cumulates continually, and at a certain 
point of compreffion produces earth- 

uakes, fubterraneous thunders, and, 
Jaftly, the eruptions, concerning which 
I have fpoken: and the greater the 
refiflance, the more confiderable the 
explofion. ‘Thus it appears that fixed 
air is the only agent in all the pheno- 
mena of this mountain. 

The fmoke that accompanies the 
eruptions is not a circumftance contrary 
to the explanation I have here given. 
Smoke or mift is often nothing more 
than water reduced into vapours, and 
it is not extraordinary that the air in 
dilating itfelf, and producing the ex- 
plofions J attribute to it, fhould reduce 
into vapour the water that is beneath 
the mountain. 
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The appearance of flame mentioned 
by the author of the relation may like- 
wife be produced by the reflection of 
the. rifing fun from the furface of the 
wet clay, which feen through the mift 
may produce.a red colour. The ob- 
ferver himfelf inforined me that he was 
placed fo as to have the fun direétly 
before him. 

It is befides poffible that the mafs of 
bituminous matter which is beneath 
this mountain, as is indicated by the 
petroleum that fwims on the furface of 
the water in the cavities may produce 
inflammable air during the time of the 
interior fermentation; this air may 
take fire, either fpontaneoufly or by the 
collifion of the matter thrown out du- 
ring the time it mixes with the atmo- 
{phere. Its inflammation in the cavi- 
ti¢s of the mountain is not poilible for 
want of the concurrence of pure air; 
and pure air cannot be formed by the 
combination of the acid with the cal- 
careous earth that produces the fixed 
air which, in the ufual ftate of the 
mountain, is always making its efcape 
at the furface. 








CONJECTURES ON THE CAUSES OF THE FOGS IN VARIOUS 
PARTS OF THE WORLD, 1783. 


OR thefe conjectures we are obliged 

to Giovanni Lapi, who is Direttore 

del Giardina de Georgofili, at Firenze. 

He fuppofes that the late fogs were 

caufed by emanations from the earth. 
his reafons are ingeniows. 

‘* Meffina, he informs us, was co- 
vered with a fog during the earthquake, 
fo was China when Formofa was fwal- 
lowed up by the fea; fo were the 
northern feas, when a new volcano ap- 
peared in Iceland; and fo has almott all 
Europe been now, when _ volcanoes 
have appeared in many places. It is 
the volcanoes, therefore, which have 
impregnated the air with large quan- 
tities of fixed, phlogifticated, and in- 
flammable atr, and this accounts for 
the extraordinary vegetation, which 
has begn ungverfal except only ina few 
places, Where thefe materials, fo fa- 
vourable to it in general, have been in 
too great abundance. 

Lonp. Mac. Feb, 1784, 


** With regard to the eleétricity 
which has abounded fo much in the 
air, Mr. L. reafons in this manner: 
every body knows that electricity may 
be produced by rubbing glaffy or bi- 
tuminous fubitances very hard and 
quickly. 
globe abounds in both thefe, it is 
certain that the frequent earthquakes 
muit have rudéed them a great deal; and 
as the points or fummits of bodies are 
the moit likely to attract ele€tricity, 
the tops of the mountains muft of 
courfe have had a great deal. Accord- 
ingly thefe were firft covered with 
electrick fogs, which afterwards, when 
the equilibrium was reftored, were 
feen in other parts of the earth, 

** Again, all volcanoes abound very 
much in cryftals of /chorl, which have 
been obferved to partake of the nature 
of the tourmaline, that is, to become 
electrical by bare heat. This explains 
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why there are always fo many elettrical 
{parks feen in eruptions of volcanoes, 
and in earthquakes, which laft are pro- 
bably caufed by the ation of volcanoes 
very deep under ground. 

«« But elettricity, when not decom- 
pofed, atts as a powerful ftimulus upon 
vegetation; and again, electricity, 
when decompofed, refolves itfelf into 
phlogifton, which is one of the moft 
powerful agents in vegetation known. 
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The vegetation, therefore, ought for 
all thefe reafons to have been exceeding 
great, and it has been fo, both in the 
general return made by the earth, and 
in particular inftances of fertility. 
Wine, corn, and oil have abounded 
beyond what has been ever feen; four 
onions have been weighed of 36 pounds 
each, a fingle bean has produced 700 
pods, &c. &e.” 








THE MISCELLANY... 
FOR THE LONDON MAGAZINE. 


ANALYSIS OF THE CHARACTER OF NESTOR IN THE ILIAD 
OF HOMER. 


HAKSPEARE has delineated his 
characters from real life; and fuch 
has been the fertility of his genius, 
that he has defcribed almoft all the fea- 
tures of the human beart, in almoft 
every poflible fituation. An elegant 
writer® has, with much felicity, traced 
fome of the principal characters of 
that great author through their various 
fhades; and has prefented us with the 
moft important obfervations upon hu- 
man nature, under a form, which, by 
its novelty and elegance, is excellently 
calculated to convey moral inftru¢tion. 
It appears to me, that if there be any 
other poet who has delineated charac- 
ters with fuch.a mafterly pencil as to 
deferve a particular analytis of the fame 
kind, it is the great father of poetry, 
the immortal Homer. ‘There are, in- 
deed, many particulars which might be 
pointed out, in which our great dra- 
matic writer bears a very ftriking re- 
femblance to Homer+; but in no re- 
fpeét is this refemblance fo remarkable 
as in the unequalled talent which both 
poflefs; in delineating characters. ‘The 
dramatic form of the iliad is one of the 
principal fources of that delight which 
every reader feels in perufingit. The 
heroes of the "krojan war have charac- 
ters, which are accurately marked, and 
maintained throughout, according to 
the nicett rules of dramatic unity. In 
the characters of Achilles, Diomed, 


and Ajax, which an ordinary poet 
would have reprefented under the com- 
mon afpeét of courage, we find deli- 
neated the different fhades of valour, 
as they may be varied by unyielding 
obftinacy, by cool refleGtion, or noble 
generofity. In the characters of Ulyf- 
fes and Neftor, we are prefented with 
the fame common quality of wifdom, 
arifing in the one from native force of 
mind; and in the other, from the col- 
lected experience of age. 

In fhort, the Iliad appears to me to 
furnifh ample room for the analyfis of 
human charatter, as delineated by the 
greateft of poets, under a variety of 
afpects: and there feems to be nothing 
wanting but the elegant pen of the 
author of ‘* the Analyfis of Shak- 
fpeare’s Characters,” to derive from the 
lliad an interefting detail of obfeva- 
tions, of the higheft importance with 
regard to human condutt. 

{ have fometimes amufed myfelf 
with imitating the manner of that wri- 
ter; and it is not without a deep fenfe 
of my inability to tread in the fame 
path with advantage, that I now beg 
leave to offer a few remarks on the cha- 
racter of Neitor, which has frequently 
interefted me in perufing the Iliad. 

Inftead, however, of attempting to 
delineate every particular feature, I 
fhall at prefent confine myfelf to a fin- 
gle trait, which appears to me to be a 


lading 


* Profeffor Richardfon, of Glafgow, in his * Analyfis of fome of the moft remarkable charaéters 


of Shakfpeare.”” + Of this fimilitude Dy. Jchuton (peaks ia his preface to Shakfpeare. Ep. 
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1784. 
leading one in the character of Nef- 


tor. 
This venerable hero had now arrived 


at a very advanced period of life. He 
had already feen three generations of 
men; and the race of thofe with whom 
he had begun the career of life had 
been long extinét. In his youth, he 
had diftinguifhed himfelf by his war- 
like achievements; and he was now 
as illuftrious on account of his wif- 
dom, as he had formerly been on ac- 
count of his valour. ‘The other he- 
roes with whom he was now engaged 
in the Trojan war were young men. 
Neftor had been the companion of their 
fathers; and it was in their fociety 
that he had performed thofe exploits, 
from which he now claimed the chief 
diftinction. But the infirmities of old 
age had already invaded him; and he 
was no longer able to contend with the 
younger chiefs in the glory of the field. 
Confcious, however, of his own me- 
rit, and imprefled with the memory of 
thofe achievements which he had per- 
formed in his youth, he perpetually 
recurs with tender emotions of regret 
to the days and fcenes of former times; 
he dwells with complacency on the ac- 
tions of his earlier years; and attri- 
butes to the occurrences and characters 
with which he had been then familiar 
a dignity and importance which he can 
now perceive in nothing around him. 
He looks down with a kind of con- 
tempt on the perfons with whom he 
now aflociates, when he compares 
them with the companions of his youth: 
he perceives a littlenefs in every thing, 
which he is always difpofed to con- 
traft with that grandeur which he 
afcribes to the objects and perfonages 
with which he had beeg familiar in 
early life : 


> y s ~ 
H3y, yap Tor sye x aptioce “nerep Uni Vs 


&c. lhad 1. v. 260. 


** A god-like race of heroes once I knew, 
Such as no more thefe aged eyes thall view. 
Lives there a chief to match Pirithous’ fame, 
Dryas the bold, or Ceneus’ deathlefs name; 
Thefeus endued with more than mortal might, 
Or Polyphemus, like the gods in fight? 
With thefe of old, to toils of battle bred, 


In early youth, my hardy days I led.” Pore. 


The contraft between the periods of 
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youth and old age is ever obtruding it- 
felf on the minds of thofe who are ad- 
vanced in life; and fuch refle€tions as 
thofe which Neftor here indulges un- 
avoidably flow from fuch a contrat. 
It will be eafily allowed that a great 
portion of human enjoyment is derived 
from the fenfibility of the heart to 
impreffions from the objeéts and cha- 
ra¢ters around us: and if we trace the 

rogrefs of this fenfibility in the dif- 
riods of human life, we fhall 
eafily difcover how the contraft between 
youth and old age muft turn out un- 
favourably to the latter. 

The young mind, yet a ftranger to 
the fcenes and objets with which the 
new world, on which it has fo lately 
entered, is ftored, fees every thing at 
firft under the magnified afpeét of no- 
velty. But whatever is new furprifes; 
and whatever furprifes makes a deep 
impreffion on the mind; it roufes it 
into emotion, and communicates a 
{pring to ail its powers. Py degrees, 
however, this glofs of novelty wears 
off. ‘The obje¢ts and charatters which 
prefent themfelves to us become fa- 
miliar; and as they become familiar, 
the impreffion which they make on the 
mind becomes flighter. As they are 
rendered common by the habit of fre- 
quent obfervation, their dimenfions are 
contracted, and they appear to fink in 
point of dignity and worth. Such 
feems to be the prccefs of the mind 
in judging of the qualities of objets, 
in the periods of youth, and of more 
advanced life. 

But ftill, through every period of 
life, the traces remain of thofe early 
impreffions which had rouzed the mind, 
and filled the imagination with the 
images of greatnefs. We can yet recall 
the judgements we had formed, when 
the glowing colours of fancy illumi- 
nated every object around us: we can 
yet recolleét how certain events and 
characters were wont to fill the mind, 
and to ftrike the fancy with the idea 
of a magnificence that is now to be 
met witk po songer. 

‘Thus, led back by a thoufand images 
of pleafing recolleétion, we perpetually 
recur to thofe early impreflions by 
which we were once fo deeply af- 
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fe&ed; nor is the prefent conviction 
that we have of the imperfection of 
chara¢ters, and the comparative little- 
nefs of events, fufficient to deftroy the 
belief that it was otherwife when we 
were young. 

‘The objecis and charaéters which 
were familiar to us In early life derive 
alfo a portion of that greatnefs which 
we attribute to them from an obvious 
affociation with 1 the feenes of the hap- 
piett period of our lives-—that perioc 
when the heart was alive to every ge- 
n when ple ‘ature oifered 
the cup of enjoyment unmixed; and 
when hope fmiled en the profp Cs of 
future lite. This flate of mind falls 
vencrally to the fhare of yor Pa and 
communicates to every furrou! \aing ob- 
ject 2 portion of the fame qualities by 
which it. is itfelf characterifed; and 
acc’ rdingly we find them heightened 
by the colours of joy, and love, and 
innecence, when contraftc -d with the 
occupations of maturer life, which are 
more generally affociated with care, 
and forrow, and remorfe. 

7 hus then it is, that we attribute 
greatnefs and dignity, and value to the 
objecis which hat e been familiar to us 
in our earlier years. But when the 
imagination is at length cooled, and 
when truth paints every thing in its 
juft colours to the eye of judgement, 
they begin to appear under a diferent 
afpesi. We contrat the impreffions of 
youth with the convictions of more 
advanced ~~ ; and we are ready to ex- 
claim with Neftor, “* ‘That we fhall 
never more behold fuch men as thofe 
with whom we affociated in our youth.” 

But Neftor not only afligns a ape: 
rior dignity and importar nee to the z 
fairs of former times; but he is alfo 
naturally led to refleét on the depre- 
dations which old age had now made 
on his own powers ; and to deplore the 
lofs of thofe enjoyments which belong 
only to early lie. ‘There prey alls, in 
all his harangues, a ftrain of compl: aint, 
expreflive of his diffatisfaétion with his 
prefent condition. 


“Tous C1 notion ; 
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* See alfo Iliad XXIII. v. 626. 





and ; 
me ydp tn ic, * &e. 
Lhad ra. 1é 667. 
*¢ Now, the flow courfe of 2°!-im; Living ng time 
Unftrings my nerves, and ens my manly p: De; 
Oh! had I ftili that firength my youth poilcis’d, 
When this bold arm’’——~ Lork. 
Such compiaints as thefe are natural: 
there is fomething uncomfortable in 
extreme. old age. Every enjoyms at 
has now fed. ‘The mind has loit that 
nice fenfibility by which it was for- 
merly led to take an intereft in events 
and chara@ters. ‘The affections of the 
heart have become cold and Inneuid. 
The air of noveity which fireck the 
youthful imagination in every thing 
that prefented itfelf is mow vani' ed: 
and every object is marked by a d ill 
and dnikienet nz famenels. Incapable 
of that lively emotion trol n whi ob our 
chief pleafures are derived; abandoned 
by the companions of h bid earlier life, 
and left, as it were, alone in @ coun- 
try of ftrangers, the he of manv years 
naturaily dep lores his condition; and 
regrets the enjoy ments of his better 
days Se 
A writer of great humour and pene- 
tration + has drawn a picture of hui nan 
nature labouring under the a ‘cated 
infirmities of extreme old 2 ge, fufli- 
cient to remove every with to have life 
protracied beyond a certain period, 
But his pi¢iure is horrible; and mutt 
difgutt every read ler of deli cacy. In 
the plaintive regrets of Ne flor, we 
have a reprefentation of the infirmi- 
ties to which old age is liable, which 
affords a more tolerable view of human 
nature; and they feem to be piaced in 
a light fu ficiently {trong to overcome 
the unreafonable defire ot Lit 
When we contemplate thet inconve- 
niencies to which extreme old age 13 
expofed, we mutt beled. to admire ” the 
wifdom that appears in the d diftributions 
of Providence: and we muft feel a 
fenfe of gratitude to oer Supreme Dif 
pofer of all things; becaufe he hath 
not condemned us to tread the fcene 
of human life, after it has been diveft- 
ed of every grace that rendered it agree- 
able. Inftead of repining at the fhott- 
nefs of human liie, we will rejoice 


that 


+ Swift, in his account of the Struldburgs, in Gulliver. 
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1784. 
that after the circle of enjoyment has 
been exhaufted, and every objeét has 
become infipid and uninterefting by 
its familiarity, we are to be releafed 
from a flation fo ill calculated to gra- 
tify our thirft for happinefs. 

This idea might even be purfued to 
a greater length; and it might be cb- 
ferved, that it appears to he the inten- 
tion of the author of nature, to with- 
draw our minds irom the objeéts of 
this world, by diveiting them gradual- 
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ly of thofe colours by which they fo 
powerfully attract the fancy: and thus, 
as we advance in life, to excite in us 
a defire of entering on another fcene of 
exiftence, where our capacities of en- 
joyment may be renewed and enlarged, 
at the fame time that objects are pto- 
vided, adapted to their nature. 

But left [ fhould fall into a ftrain too 
ferious for the prefent occafion, I 
fall here conclude my obfervations on 
this fubject. 

M. 





TO THE EDITOR OF THE LONDON MAGAZINE. 
ON THEATRICAL Sh 


- 


CRITICISM. 


Refpicere exemplar vitae MoOrUumgue jubelo 


Deétum imitatorem, et veras bine ducere voces. 


an 8 
I Am adownright fellow, and fhall not 

waite time ina preface to my letter. 
J am pleafed with your attention to 
theatrical fubjeéts, and, therefore, {hall 
favour you with my fentiments on 
dramatic criticifm. I love the play- 
houfe, and am one of thofe plain folks 
that dine early enough to attend the 
rifing of the curtain. J do not iit 
down to table at fix, prolong the lait 
courfe till eight or nine, and then per- 
haps crack my head with cracking a 
bottle, or rattling a dice-box, till eight 
or nine the next morning. I hope, 
therefore, fince, with the buik of my 
countrymen, I take an inteveil in thefe 
entertainments, that you will, occa- 
fionally in your mifcellany, gratify us 
with fome found criticifms on the 
‘drama: found criticifms, | fay; no 
fiimfy panegyric, or grofs abufe, 
praiing of rei iling one writer or per- 
former for the purpefe of railing or 
cebating another; but tracing and en- 
forcing the real principles of the 
drama; and if examples, for the fake 
of illuftration muft now and then be 
given, give them from the claflic dead 
for prafe or cenfure of the living is 
commonly naufeous, commonly fuf- 
picious. ‘The dead too (no offence to 
the prefent generation!) are our more 
intimate aéquaintance. 

i do not mean, however, to depre- 
ciate the talents of the living. No, 


Hor. 


Sir, you will find that the main {cope of 
this ietter is to encourage contemporary 
merit, and to reprefs the petulance, and 
expofe the futility, of common-place 
criticifm. Writers, who endeavour to 
effet their purpofe by methods merely 
mechanical, are juftly denied the palm 
of genius. Ought critics then to com- 
nent by line and rule, and to decide 
by areceipt? If Criticifin be the hand- 
maid of the Mufe, fhe might furely 
catch fomething of her air and {pirit, 
rather than rip up the cait clothes of 
her miftrefs, at once to iteal the pattern, 
and find fault with the fafhion. Ina 
word, her labours fhould be direfed to 
sxromote the arts, rather than to dift 
lin the profeffors; and thouch it 
muft naturally fall out that more can 
fee and read than thofe who write, and 
paint, &c. yet fince they who hazard 
their obfervations in public, in fome 
meafure become artitts themfelves, they 
fhould take care to foutind thofe ob- 
fervations on the bafis of candour, 
taite, and good fenfe. At prefent the 
prefs fwarms with critics. A loufe, 
fay the naturalifts, is a very loufy ani- 
mal; and there is not a loufy author in 
town, efpecially adramatic author, that 
has not fiity loufy critics on his back. 
Thefe bloodfuckers have no doubt their 
ufe, and may ferve to corre& the too 
fanguine imagination of an author: 
but I beg leave to mention a few. in- 
{tances 
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ftances, wherein I think they contri- 
bute to weaken and to impoverifh 
genius. 

The firft canon of modern criticifm 
(and indeed it has been a favourite 
topick ever fince the flood) is the de- 
generacy of the prefent age. This is 
the grand era of dulnefs: genius, they 
cry, is extinét. Shakfpeare, Jonfon, 
and Fletcher; Wycherly, Congreve, 
and Vanbrugh, are no more!— True ; 
and the prefent writers, fuch as they 
are, will hereafter at leaft have that 
claim to applaufe. They will be no 
more. But a good play, fay the 
critics, is fo fearce, fo very fcarce a 
commodity!— Granted. When was it 
otherwife? Allowing for a moment, 
that every old piece in Dodfley’s col- 
leftion is excellent, how few are fuch 
pieces to thofe which were then writ- 
ten and exhibited, whofe wit and _ 
has not been fufficient to keep them 
fweet and alive for the delight and 
entertainment of the prefent genera- 
tion! From the days of Afchylus to 
yefterday, few writers have been equal 
to the execution of a good tragedy; 
to write a comedy is a ferious matter; 
and even an excellent farce-monger 
(fays Diderot) is no ordinary charatter. 
I have looked upon the ftage for a 
long, long feries of time, and without 
flattery to the prefent race of dra- 
matifts, I will venture to pronounce 
that the laft five-and-twenty years, or 
thereabouts, have produced more plays 
likely to defcend to pofterity than the 
five-and-twenty immediately preceding. 
I do not mean to pay my court to any 
particular author; 1 have thrown the 
compliment among them, and let each 
of them take as much of it as he may 
think falls to his fhare. 

To point out antique merit to the 
moderns, as an object of emulation, 
is wife and laudable; but to fet it up, 
like the gallows, to terrify and gibbet 
poorculprits that venture on the high 
road of letters, is impolitic and un- 
generous. Comparifons are commonly 


invidious, yet there are a kind of com- 
arifons ftill more odious than thofe 
tween the antients and moderns—I 
mean thofe drawn between moderns 
and moderns, Wits, as well as beauties, 
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are naturally fond of pulling caps, and 
mangling the reputations of each other. 
But fhall the fober critic, who ought 
to keep down their vanity, and quell 
their arrogance, fhall he, as it were 
ex cathedrd, give a fanction to their 
{quabbles, or throw additional weight 
into that feale which fuccefs and felf- 
conceit have perhaps already made too 
heavy? Let every fuccefsful writer 
triumph in his turn, yet do not chain 
his fellow authors to the wheels of his 
chariot, but rather let it be the office 
of the critic, like the flave of the 
antients, to bid him remember that he 
is mortal. 

But the moft offenfive weapon of 
modern criticifm is fome reigning 
word, with which every literary de- 
magogue arms himfelf, and does 
dreadful execution. ‘The two leading 
monofyllables of the Houfe of Com- 
mons are not more powerful than fuch 
a word, be it what it may, while it 
remains formidable by being in fafhion. 
Tam old enough to remember when 
the word /ow was this fcare-crow. 
Genteel comedy, and the fo/ite/ litera- 
ture, were in univerfal requeft; and 
every writer who attempted to be 
comic dreaded the imputation of buf- 
foonery. If a piece had ftrong hn- 
mour—O, Sir, its damned Jaw! was 
its fentence of condemnation. At 
length, however, the word Low has 
been reftored to favour, and the term 
SENTIMENT in its turn has fallen 
into difgrace. ‘* To anatomize a cha- 
racter, and fee what breeds about the 
heart,” had formerly its merit; but 
now this diffection of the human mind 
has loft its advocates and admirers: Sez- 
timental fiuff is the phrafe; and he who 
dares to approve a fcene, where the 
courfe of the ftory apparently leads the 
author to exhibit paffion rather than 
humour, is condemned for an old- 
fafhioned dunce and a coxcomb. 
Grofs drolleries, or dull moralities, 
( moralities let me call them!) are equally 
reprehenfible: but humour is not to be 
cenfured merely becaufe it is ow, nor 
Sentient to be banifhed when it feems 
to exhibit the workings of the heart. 
With the antient critics, *Ae manners and 

Sentiments held an equal rank in tke 

diama ; 








1784. 
drama; each alike excellent, while they 
were each alike charaderiftic. 

After fuch a free cenfure of the 
modern coinage of cant terms in the 
critical vocabulary, if I might be al- 
lowed to give currency to a word, I 
would endeavour to renew one, that 
is as old as the creation—NatTurte!— 
the fterling bullion of Nature!—Let 
the critics ceafe to enquire whether the 
humour be /ow, or the piece /entimental ; 
let them examine whether it be xa- 
tural! But let the admirer and imitator 
of Nature alfo be on his guard, not to 
fall into infipidity, or to indulge the 
minute touches of a Dutch pencil. 
Let your outline be bold, though 
fimple; and fill it as richly, and colour 
it as highly, as you pleafe; always 
taking care to avoid extravaganza, and 
«© to hold, as it were, the mirror up to 
Nature!” ‘This is no curb upon the 
imagination. Caliban is as natural as 
Hamiet. 

Compofition and criticifm are fo 
nearly allied, that in making ftri¢tures 
upon one, I have been betrayed almoft 
unawares into fpeaking of the other. 
Narrownefs in each, mannerifts in wri- 
ting and maznerifts in criticifm, are 
equally my averfion. ‘fhe wretched 
fellow, that could paint nothing but a 
rofe, was not in my opinion more con- 
temptible, than the cuckow, who can 
repeat nothing but 4w or Sentimental. 
The wide field of nature gives {cope for 
that variety which ever diftinguifhes 
an era of genius. Never was therea 
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period, wherein excellent authors flou- 
rifhed, but their feveral manners weré 
as different as their faces; nay, a good 
author poflefies a verfatility of talent, 
not only keeping him above the fervile 
imitation of others, but enabling him 
in great meafure to vary from himfelf. 
Yet there is another vice of critics— 
which I forgot to mention before —I 
mean their perpetually recurring to 
every writer's nrit production, and 
fettling it as the ftandard of his genius, 
as if they dreaded his cultivating more 
than one {pot of Parnaflus. To com- 
pare a man with himfelf, difadvan- 
tageoufly too, is of all comparifons the 
moit mortifying: but mortification is 
no more the main bufinefs of the critic, 
than torture fhould be the ftudy of the 
{urgeon, though fome pain will of ne- 
ceiity follow voth their operations. 
‘Loconclude, Sir, while { recommend 
the drama to your notice, I mean to 
wai you irom ialling into the vulgar 
errors of ordinary commentators. I 
hope you will take warning by their 
untimely fate. Should you adopt the 
gingling bells of panegyric, or wade 
through the mire of abuie in the beaten 
track of modern criticifm, I with that 
your remarks may perifh as fpeedily 
as the lie of the day on which they 
appear. If you with to live in your 
writings be temperate and juft: 


** Nothing extenuate, 
** Nor fet down aught in malice.’? 


Iam, Sir, your's, &c. 


DOWNRIGHT, 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE LONDON MAGAZINE. 





EXPLANATION OF AN ANCIENT ENIGMATICAL INSCRIPTION, 


Promittam capillum, incipiamgue haridlari. 


SIR, 


PLAuUTUS. 


i. a mile from Bologna, on the fide of a temple which joins to a 
nobleman’s villa, is the following infcription : 


D. 


M. 


AL: LZELIA CRISPIS, NEC VIR, NEC MULIER, NEC ANDROGYNA: 
NEC PUELLA, NEC JUVENIS, NEC ANUS; . 
NEC CASTA, NEC MERETRICIA*, NEC PUDICA, SED OMNIA. 
SUBLATA.NEQUE FAME, NEQUE FERKO, NEQUE VENENO, 
SED OMNIBUS: 


NEC 


* In the copy of Gevartius, it is meretrix, which I have ventured to change into the adjective 


meretricia, that it may correfpond with ca/fa et pudica. 
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NEC COELO, NEC AQUIS, NEC 'TERRIS, SED UBIQUE JACET. 
LUC. AGATHO PRISCIUS, NEC MARITUS, NEC AMA'TOR, NEC 
NECESSARIUS; 


NEQUE MOERENS, NEQUE 


GAUDENS, NEQUE FLENS; 


-HANC NEC MOLEM, NEC FYRAMIDEN, NEC SEPULCHRUM, 
SED OMNIA, 
SCIT ET NESCIT CUI POSUERIT. 


Of this enigmatical infcription, as 
far as I remember, no explanation has 
been attempted ‘for above a century in 
England. I now offer one, Mr. Edi- 
tor, for your Magazine, which feems 


to me a very proper repofitory for fub- 
jects of this nature. But, previous to 
any attempt at folving this riddle, I 
fhall prefent you with the following 
tranilation : 


_ ‘To THE MOST POWERFUL oF THE DeirTres*, 
Elia Lelia Crifpis, neither Man, nor Woman, nor Hermaphrodite : 
Neither a Girl, nor Young, nor Old: 
Neither chaite, nor meretricious, nor modeft, but all: 

Carried off neither by famine, nor by fword, nor by poifon, but by all: 
Lies neither in Heaven, nor in the Sea, nor on Earth, but every where. 
Luc. Agatho Prifcius, neither Hufband, ner Lover, nor neceflary Friend: 
Neither forrowful, nor joyful, nor weeping: 

Knows and does not know for whom he has erected this, 

Neither Pile, nor Pyramid, nor Sepulchre, but all. 


To this enigma may be applied the 
words of Virgil, 

Cui non dius EHylas ? 
Who has not fung of Hylas? 

The learned of almoft every nation 
have exerted themfelves in unravelling 
this intricate knot. Firft, Marius 
Michael Angelo, of Padua, pronounced 
it to fignify rain-water. john‘lurrius, 
a lawyer at Bruges, fuppofed it to mean 
the prinia materia. Richard White, an 
Englifh lawyer, thought that cither 
Niobe, or the foul, of an idea, was in- 
tended. Nicholas Barnard, a French 
phyfician, interpreted it to be the che- 
mical preparation of Mercury . 

‘Thefe are the names of the principal 
difputants. ‘Their opinions, and their 
elaborate explanations of this curious 
and antient enigma, have been collected 
into one volume. 1 fall not at prefent 
enter into an examination of their wild 
conjectures, which frequently refute 
themfelves. Cf the whole the reader 
may exclaim; 


Faciunt ne intelligezdo, ut nibil intelligant. 
I fhall confine myfelf to the inge- 
nious interpretation of the celebrated 
Cafpar Gevartius, which he has in- 
ferted in the third book of his Eleé&a. 
This ingenious author, whofe work 
has long been fcarce, is well known to 
the literary world; and exclufive of the 
reputation his performances acquired, 
his fame is mentioned with high praife 
by the great Lentley, in his preface to 
the diflertation on the Epiftles of Pha- 
laris. ‘ihe commendation of | this 
illuitrious critic alone is fufficient to 
{tamp reputation cn any character. 
This infcription is AN EPITAPHON 
Love, of which the defcriptive part is 
taken from the writings of the ancient 
hilofophers, and principally from the 
following fpeech in the Phedrus of 
Alexis, a comic writer, which is pre- 
ferved by Atheneiis, in his Deipus- 
Jophifte. 
has fA Souvory ayroew os EwyrpaDos 
; 


Tov spwrde xe Te Ae T 
The 


* D. M.. Deo Maximo. So I venture to expiain thefe letters. They may fignify, indeed, 
Digna M.moia, worthy of remembrance: Divino Moniiu, by divine command; or Dis Manidu:. 


Ot this let the learned reader judge. 


+ Thefe verfes make part of a fpeech, which the curious reader may find in the Excerpta of 
Grotius, from the‘Tragic and Comic writers, page 591, and in the AIT]. book of Atheneus, page 
562. Inthe feventh line, the metre-was redundant, acircum{tance which efcaped Gevartius. The 
correction was obvious, and has been fupplied by Grotius. 
> better than a? 
ge need net, however, be altered, 


Gevartius, | thould like 232u-¢ 
Duritia adamantis, ‘Vhe pafla 





In the lait line of the quotation ia 
z.arre¢, though in his Latin trantflation Grotius has 
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‘The painters know not Lov —and to fay truth, 

Mankind exert their art in vain to trace 

The godlike image. Lo v £’snor male, ner female: 

Nor deity, nor mortal. Lov e’s nor fool, 

Nor yeta wit. But modell’d from them all, 

Beneath one fhape, full many a form he bears. 

In Love corhbin’d we view the hero’s cograge ; 

‘The woman’s fears; the wife man’s eloquence ; 

‘The mhadman’s folly! hard as adamant, 

With brute-like ftrength, ambitious as a God! 
In a paflage in Sophocles*, there is 

alfo an elegant defcription of Venus, 

to the fame purpofe: 


Q raidses yo Kuzpic, g Kouzpss {LOVOVs 
Aaa’ eols ravievs Ke T. Ao 


Yet Venus is not Venus, youths, alone, 

For fhe partakes of every other name. 

She’s Pluto now—now ftern Neceffity: 

Now raging Madnefs—now {he’s pure Defire : 
Now Grief; and equally in her we trace 

All that is ferious, calm, or violent, 

While the foul pines away, which the inhabits. 


Plato alfo fomewhere calls Love, 
mearv xeQaros byyov, @ many headed mon- 
fier; which Horace has copied in his 


Bellua multorum capitum eft vulgus. 


Plutarch alfo afferts that Love is an 
enigma Suceugeroy uni SucauTicy, dificult 
to be found out and to be folved. 

Whenall thefe paffages are confidered, 
I think that the fubject of this infcrip- 
tion can no longer be deemed enigma- 
tical. I fhall now explain the lines in 
order. 

fetta, Lauria, Crispis. Thefe 
were three female names very common 
among the Romans, and feem to imply, 
that Love inhabited with “Zia, Lelia, 
and Cri/pis, gue nomina meretriculis folent 
tribui. lia occurs in Martial, 


Si memini, fuerant tibi quatuor, FEL1Aa, dentes 
Ex/puit una duos tuffis, et una duos, &c.t 


and Laura alfo 
Que legis caufa nupfit tibi La via, Quinge, 


Uxorem potes banc dicere legitimam. 


Quintus, fince Law has join’d you both for life, 
Lelia may well be call’d thy awful wife. 


_ Crifpis is a patronymic from Crifpus, 
like Perfis, Icaris,and others. Curlin g 
locks, or the evxacxzwov xadmvov, Was 
afligned to Lovz, by the ancients. He 
is defcribed with the Cri/pitudo capil- 

Lonp. Mac. Feb. 1784. 
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lorum, by the elegant Mofchus, in his 
beautiful Idyllium, Le Amore Fugitive. 
At Rome, alfo, the effeminate beaux 
were called Crz/pudz, on account of their 
well-dreffed hair, as may be learned 
from Martial, V. Epig. LXI. In 
Aufonius alfo appears the following 
epigram : 

Written uNDER APicture of CRISPA, 
THEY fay my Crifpa is deform’d : 

I’ve heard, but neitherrail’d nor itorm’d, 

I think her graceful, fair, and free— 

My own opinion’s all to me. 

Seem beauteous ftill!—-my fuit approve !— 

As Jealoufy’s allied to Love, 

I’ll clafp thee, boaftful, in thefe arms, 

And bid the world difdain thy charms. 


The author feems to have chofen the 
names of three of Leve’s favourite 
votaries, to dignify his infcription, 
So much for the names. 

Nec Vir, NEC MULIER, NEC AN- 

DROGYNA, &C.—SED OMNIA. 
NerrHer Man, nor Woman, Nor 

HERMAPHRODITE, &C.—-BUT ALL. 
The addrefs to Love, as of beth fexes, 
does not feem fo much, on account of 
his poffeffing the hero's courage, and the 
woman's fears, as Alexis fays, as be- 
caufe he exerts his influence, and exer- 
cifes dominion over both males and 
females. For this reafon, a ftatue was 
erected atCyprus, BanBaT# VENERI, 
To the Bearded Venus, as Macrobius 
relates: ‘‘ Her image at Cyprus was 
bearded, but dreffed in a female gar- 
ment, of a manly ftature, with a fceptre 
in her hand; and fhe was thought to be 
both male and femalet.” Plato, 
indeed, fays, that thefe were three 
kinds of terreftrial Beings on earth, in 
the three firft ages of mankind. 

Nec Puetita, nec JuVENIS, NEC 

Anus, &C.—sED OMNIA. 
NerTHEeR GIRL, Nok YOUNG, NOR 

Op, &C.—BUT ALL. 

In Plato’s Simpofion, or Dialogue 
De Amore, Phzdrus afferts that Love 
is the moft ancient of the Gods, but 
Agatho pronounces him to be youngeft 
of all the Deities. Phadrus fays, 
** Love is agreat Deity, admired by 
God and Man, on many accounts, and 

principally 


* See Stobeus. Wlorel. Ed. Grot. Tit. LXIII. p. 238, where thefe lines occur, with feveral others 
added tothem. The drama cf Sophocles is not named. 

t+ Epigram XIX. Lib. I. Feftus fays, AStia cens appellatur, qua ex multis gentibus core 
Scitur. The epigram on Leia occurs in the V. Lib. Ep. LAXYV. She is mentioned alfo Lib. X. 


58 Lib. XIII. 22. 


} Thofe who with to enter more minutely into this fubje& may confult Plato’s SrmPosioN, 


er Dialogue on Lova. 
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principally for his original. He ob- 
tains honour among the mof? ancient of 
the Deities, as we may tind by our 
ignorance of his parents, who are men- 
tioned neither by the poets,. nor by any 
other writer.” 

The reply of Agatho is to the fol- 
lowing purpofe: ‘The Gods are all 
happy, but Love is fuperlatively fo, 
as well as the moft beautiful, being the 
younge?. ‘This is certain from his al- 
ways. fhunning old age,. and chufing 
routhful fociety.. So far, indeed,. is 
he from being more ancient than 
Saturn or Jupiter, he is younger than 
any of the other Deities, and. is 
always Younc. For the reft of his 
fpeech, I mutt refer’ to the original, as 
IT have only given the fabftance, and 
not tranflated the words of Plato li- 
terally. ' 

Alexis alfo fays, in a paflage pre- 
ferved by John Stobeus, in his Florel. 
Pag. 24.3. Ed. Grot. 


Ext’ gv peyiclos cle Tow Sew Epwss 

Ka: ryamwrares ye Tov TavTeY Torve 
Of all the gods, the greateit fure is Love, 

And the moit honour’d of the heavenly powers! 

Nec Casta, nec MERETRICIA, 
NEC PUDICA—SED OMNIA. 

NeitHer Cuastre, nor Merretri- 
cious, Nor Mopest—BUT ALL. 
No reader can doubt of the propriety 

of affigning chajtity and immodefly to 

Love. E.w., as Ammonius and 

Phurnutus remark, fignifies, Amor im- 

pudicus, and Epo , Pudicus amor et bauus. 

SUBLATA NEQUE FAME, NEQUE 
FERRO, NEQUEVENENO—SED OM- 
NIBUS. 

CARRIED OFF NEITHER BY FAMINE, 
NOR SWORD, NOR POISON, BUT 
ALL. 

‘The author of the infcription refers 
to the various misfortunes of lovers, 
who have perifhed at different periods, 
by famine, by fword, by poifon, or 
other violent deaths. He particularly 
appears to allude to thefe verfes of 
"Lhales: 

Fowla Taves Apnocy et BE (24, Kpovoge 


~ 


E. Seuy we Te Ac 


By Famine Love's allay’d, or cur’d by Time! 
But thouid thee fai] to quench the powerful flame, 
Qne certain remedy is lett——Go, hang thytelf! 


MISCELLANY. 


Aufonius, in his Cupido Crucifixus, has 
thus enumerated fome of the moft ce- 
Iebrated examples of unfuccefsful love z 


Here Procris took her melancholy ftand, 

And prety’, though oft repuls’d, the bloody 
‘hand : 

On high her blazing torch fad Hero bore, 

But,-ah! Leander braves the deep no more? 

A prey to love, here Sappho Sellicloen her fighs,. 

Points to Leucate, and the wave defies. 

Nor in her bracelet Eriphyle’s drett, ; 

Curft in her fon, nor in her hufband bleft.- 


A little farther the poet fays :. 


There Carrace reclines—and Thifbe there 

Shews the drawn dagger, and her bofom bare. 

And there, with mournful, tho’ dejected mien, 

With. brandifh’d fteel, ftalks Sidon’s injur’d 
; queen. 

The firft fell victim to a father’s fword, 

The next an haplefs lover’s weapon gor’d ; 

Thethird, lamented Dido, met her fate 

By Lov £’s harfh fentence, and a ftranger’s hates 

In crouds, befide thefe bleeding females ftand, 

Their ills recounting, Cupid’s chofen band: 

Some truft their forrows to the parting gale, 

And fome with tearorepeat their piteous tale.. 


The learned reader may alfo find the 
hiftories of thefe and other unfortunate 
heroes and heroines, in the Epu rina of 
Plutarch and Parthenius: Virgil alfo, 
in his fixth Eneid, thus defcribes the 
inhabitants of the Lugentes campi: 


Not far from thence, the mournful fields appear, 
So call’d from lovers that inhabit there. 
The fouls, whom that unhappy flame invades, 
In fecret folitude, and myrtle fhades, 
Make endlefs moans, and, pining with defire, 
Lament too late their unextinguifhed fire. 
Here Procris,. Eriphyle here, - he found 
Baring her breaft, yet bleeding with the wound 
Made by her fon. He faw Paliphae there, 
With Phadra’s ghott, a foul inceftuous pairs 
There Laodaimia, with Evadne moves: 
Unhappy both, but loyal in their loves. 
Ceeneus, a woman once, and once a mans 
But ending in the fex fhe firft began. 
Not far from thefe Phenician Dido ftood. 

Dry DEN. 


NEC COELO, NEC AQUIS, NEC TER 
RIS, SED UBIQUE, JACET. 
Lits NEITHER IN HEAVEN, NOR 


IN THE SEA, NOR IN EARTH, BUT 
EVERY WHERE, 


The power and influence of love 
pervade every element, and extend 
through the univerfe. ‘The earth, the 
heavens, and the /eas feel its control. 
How elegantly has Oppian defcribed 
him, in the fecond bock of. his Cyne- 
getics: 
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OuCop’ Epuo wocos eect, zecy cebev 
ATAECS MARYS 

Tlocca vé0iSs we Te A> 

Refittlefs Love! how boundlefs is thy reign! 
What can thy aétions check, thy will reftrain! 
Yet wilt thou ever wanton in thy fway, 

And ftill, fantaftic Queen, thy gambols play. 
‘The firm g/cde fhakes beneath thy dread con- 

trol, 

And Ocean’s foamy billows ceafe to roll. 
Olympus faw thee, and thy power confeft, 

And He// fubmiffive hears thy fix’d beheft : 

‘For thou canft penetrate thofe realms of woe, 
Where ghofts repofe, and Lethe’s waters flow. 

In the dialogue of Plato alfo, which 

T have-fo often had occafion to quote, 
Love ‘is defcribed as a trvofald or double 
divinity, whofe influence extends over 
heaven and earth, and takes part in the 
management of the celeftial and ter- 
‘xeftrial affairs. Sophocles alfo, in the 
verfes which are preferved by Stobeus*, 
Jays of Venus: 


Tid ouxs rycds tH; bey Copas 
Evceayeras (26¥y we Te de 





/ BVho does not feel her influence divine! 


The finny race, who haunt the depths of Ocean; 

The beafts, who range the groves—all own her 
fway! 

“Among the feather’d tribe, fhe proudly foars, 

_And God, and man, and brutes, confeis hér power. 

Oft have her darts control’d the heavenly fynod— 

Nay, if a mortal may declare /uch truths, 

Great Jove himfelf fubmits to her dominion! 
Such Venus is! without or fword, or {pear, 
Defencelefs, and unarm’d, fhe braves the world, 

And reigns defpotic over earth and heaven. 


Euripides alo fays: 


Enwsdewy re nas avipwrwy tupteyvocs 
Love is a tyrant over gods and men. 


In the Wings of Love, by Simmias, 
of Rhodes, and in the notes of the 
learned Salmafius, the curious reader 
will find further information on his 
f{ubjeét. 

Luc. AcatuHo, Priscius. 

Who this Agathe was is one of thofe 
knotty points which the critics have 
not bsen able todetermine. Some fay, 
but without any foundation, that 
Agathias Scholafticus, a poet and hifto- 
rian of alate age, is the perfon in- 
tended. Gevartius pronounces it to 
be Agatho, the tragic poet, who ob- 
tained the palm of victory among the 
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-tragic writers, when Plato was only 
fourteen years old. In theshoufe of 
this Agatho, the philofopher has made 
the fcene of the dialogue on Love, 
which-has been cxed.do frequently in 
‘this explanation. ‘The learned Fabri- 
cius, in the firft volume of his B- 
bliotheca Greca, afferts that the tragic 
poet, and the Agatho mentioned in this 
nfcription, are different perfons. 


Who fhall decide when doors difagree? 


Ifhall not at prefent enter into an 
inveftigation of this point, as in all 
probability tt can never be fatisfactorily 
fettled, and as it doesnot feem, in my 
opinion, of any very. great importance t. 
Nec Maritrus, nec AMATOR, NEC 

NECESSARIUS, &C. —'SED OMNIA. 
NeirHer Husspanpb, nor Lover, 

NOR EASY FRIEND, &C.—BUT ALL. 

That is, ke was the lover of one 
‘woman, although married to another. 
The word weceffarius means probably a 
pimp, which in faét he was for himfelf, 


though he might wor aflift the intrigues | 


of another. ‘The explanation which 

Gevartius gives of this word feems 

nothing to he purpofe. 

Neque Ma#rens, neque Gav- 
DENS, NEQUE FLENs, &.—sED 
OMNIA. 

NEITHER SORROWFUL, NOR JOYFUL, 
NoR WEEPING—BUT ALL. 

‘Love is fubjeét to the dominion of 
all the paflions, of joy and grief, of 
‘hope and fear. ‘* Hence, fays Alex- 
ander Aphrodifeus t, the painters de- 
lineate Cupip fometimes melancholy, 
and ftretched along, at other times, 
winged for.flight, and laughing.” 

Plutarch alfo obferves, that Love is 
truly inexplicable. \ 

The paflage is remarkable. He 
concludes with faying, that Cupid may 
be defcribed enigmatically, “ If any 
one fhould demard, what is that which 
hates and loves? Which flees and pur- 
fues? Which threatens and fupplicates ? 
Which is enraged and pitiful? Which 
wifhes to ftop, and yet defires to pro- 
ceed? Which rejoices on the fame ac- 
count on whichat is difpleafed?” 

2 Pliny 


* Ed. Grot. Tit. LXIII. pag. 239. Sce the former part of this {fpeech tranflated in page 113. 


In Gevartius the lines are very incorrect. 


+ The curious reader may confult Gevartius, Eledt. 


AU, 1. Fabricius, Bib, Grae. Vol. 1. p..664. And Bayle, Vol. I, 


¢ Lib, I. Prob. 87. 
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Pliny fays, in one of his letters to 
Paulinus*: I am angry, and yet I 
know not whether I ought to be fo— 
yetlamangry. You know how unjuft 
a reafoner Love fometimes is, how 
frequently it is not mafter of itfelf, and 
that it is always petulant.” 

Claudian, in his poem on the nuptials 
of Honorius, mentions a bitter and a 
{weet fountain, into which Leve im- 
merfes the points of his darts: 

Here from a double {pring two rivers flow: 

One fweet and rapid, bitter one and flow! 

At length they join, and thence corrupted glide, 

Though Cupid dips his arrows in the tide, 

Thefe verfes allude to the ancient fable 

of the two-fold bow, from which Love 

was fuppofed to fhoot his darts of plea- 
fure and pain. 

This part of the infcription may alfo 
be elucidated by a paffage in the Loves 
of Ifmenias and I/mene, by Euftathiust. 

ut I muft refer the curious reader to 
the romance itfelf. ‘The whole paf- 
fage is elegant, and merits attention. 

Hianc NEQUE MOLEM, NEQUE PY- 
RAMIDEM, NEC SBPULCHRUM— 
SED OMNIA. 

THIS, NEITHER PYLE, NOR PYRA- 
MID, NOR SEPULCHRE— BUTALL. 
In the former part of this infcrip- 

tion, the author alluded to the various 
fates of unfortunate lovers, and in 
thefe words he refers to different re- 
pofitories for the reception of the dead, 
and to the monuments ereéted to per- 
petuate their memory. Some raifed 
tombs of waft bulk, like the maufo- 
jleum which Artemifia built fog her 
hufband. For others pyramids were 
conftruéted; which was the cafe after 
the death of the courtezan Rhodopis, 
whofe pyramid was more admired than 
thofe of the Egyptian monarchs. 

Diodorus Siculus informs us, that 
among the ancient inhabitantsof Egypt, 
the jepuledre was the grandeft monu- 
ment, and that they were fuppofed to 
be the receptacles of the miftrefles of 
Jupiter. 

‘Sciv ET NESCIT CUI POSUERIT. 

Knows AND DOES NOT KNOW FOR 

‘WHOM HE ERECTS THIs, , 
The conclufon is ingenious.’ The 


* Lib. II. Ep. Qe 
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perfon who raifed this tomb Anew that 
he ereéted it to Love, although he 
did uot know who Love was, as his 
titles were fo different, and his forms 
fo various. 

To this explanation I fhall fubjoin a 
paraphrafe of the whole, for the fatis- 
faction of all readers. 

In this infcription Love is typified 
under the titles of A®lia, Lelia, and 
Crifpis, names which are very common 
in the amatory writings of the Romans, 
Love, from the univerfality of its in- 
fluence, cannot properly be termed 
man, woman, nor hermaphrodite: nor 
child, nor young, nor old: nor chafie, 
nor meretricious, nor mode? ; although it 
partakes of a//. 

Love, from the variety of violent 
deaths by which its votaries perifh, 
cannot be faid to die particularly by 
famine, by fword, or by porfou, although 
at different times it is carried off by a/l. 

Love, from the various fituations 
in which lovers die, cannot be pro- 
nounced with certainty to lofe its ex- 
iftence in the Aeavens, at fea, nor on 
earth, although it lies every where at 
different periods. : 

Lucius Agatho Prifcius, who is fup- 
pofed to be the author of this infcrip- 
tion, was probably married to one 
woman, while he made love to another, 
and though he adminiftered to his own 
pleafures, he did not to thofe of his 
acquaintance; fo that he feems to have 
been a hufband and not a hufband, a 
lover and not a lover, an eafy friend 
and not an eafy friend. Agatho, from 
the ficklenefs of his difpofition as a 
lover, was fometimes forrowful, fome- 
times merry, and fometimes weeping. 
But never in any of thefe fituations 
long together, although he was expofed 
to them a/l. os mt § 

The monuments of lovers are nei- 
ther particularly tombs of vaft fixe, nor 
pyramids, nor fepulchres, but, at differ- 
ent times, ALL; and although Aga- 
tho ew that he dedicated this infcrip- 
tion to Love, he did not know what 
Love was, fo variable and uncertain 
isitsnature. ~~ =. 


E. E. 


+ Lib. Vi. 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE LONDON MAGAZINE, 


ON BLACKGUARDISM AND GENTILITY, 


STIR, 
HEN I confider the chara&ers 
which ftalk about this metro- 
polis, under the title of gentlemen, I 
am proud to inform a that I have the 
honour to be a blackguard; and if it 


‘had not been for a few touches in your 


work, that fhewed you to be no enemy 
to vulgar manners, as well as no mean 
roficient in the vulgar tongue, I fhould 
~ beheld your mifcellany with filent 
contempt, and fhould not have con- 
defcended to coyrefpond with you. I 
like the title cf your book, London is 
the fcene of blackguardifm, I am for 
no falfe refinements, no affected polite- 
nefs, gentility (as they term it) which 
threaten to undermine our morals, 
rvert our good fenfe, and infect our 
haviour. Formerly, it was the boaft 
of this country, that every man might, 
in, things indifferent, vary from his 
neighbour. Private liberty wasas effen- 
tial a mark of our manners, as public 
liberty was the charatteriftic of our 
conftitution: no principles of polite- 
nefs, no fyftem of behaviour, no rules 
for raifing a French or Italian fuper- 
ftru€ture on a Gothic foundation, but 
every man built his reputation on the 
bafis of good fenfe and good nature. 
At prefent we begin to refine, and file, 
and polifh, till our manners, as Sterne 
faid of thofe of our neighbours, are 
growing as fmooth and undiftin- 
ifhable as an old King William’s 
f-penny; and fafhionable principles, 
like the legs of fafhionable furniture, 
have fearce ftrength enough to fupport 
the frame that belongs to them. 
Gentility, Sir (give me leave to 
repeat and infift on it) is the great bane 


‘ 


of our lives, the nurfe of vice, diflipa- 
tion and extravagance; the parent of 
bankruptcy, and fource of corruption. 
Foreign manners will not thrive under 
our meridian. ‘There is a kind of 
magna charta in our good-fellowfhip, 
as well as in our laws, that will not 
brook the controul of an honef heart 
laugh, orendure to be fettered by dif- 
fertations on left legs. 
In oppofition to the contempti- 
ble animal, the new-fangled being, 
that now commonly diftinguithes itfelf 
by the appellation of Gentleman, I am 
proud to flile myfelf a Blackguard—a 
name, Sir, whichI think does me crea 
dit, both as awriter and aman. Hu- 
mour, that genuine Englifh production, 
is not the growth of a frippery age, 
nor founded on polifhed manners. It 
can only be cultivated by bold manly 
wits, fuch as Cervantes, Rabelais, Mo- 
liere, Swift, Gay, Arbuthnot, Field- 
ing, Sterne, &c. &c. Thefe, and 
fuch as thefe, are the claflics of the 
fchool of Blackguard. In that fchool 
I have been bred. and have learned to 
defpife a delicacy of manners that pro- 
duces effeminacy, and a nicety of tafte 
that proves the weaknefs of the fto- 
mach. If thefe are models you difap- 
oy" I here take my leave of you; 
ut if Englifh virtue, Englith fenfe, 
and Englifh humour are meant to be 
recommended and encouraged by the 
Editor of the London Magazine, he 
may, perhaps, hear further from one 
who is proud to own himfelf a friend 
to thofe qualities, and to fubfcribe 


himfelf 
: A BLACKGUARD, 





REFLE 


Cc has been objected againft ftudying 
Thucydides, that he wrote a large 
folio comprifing only a very fhort pe- 
riod—'The time, indeed, is fhort, a 


the writer made ample amends by the 


CTION. 


force of his defcriptions, and the fub- 
limity of his ftyle—and it is a fufh- 
cient encomium perhaps to fay that he 
was ftudied by Demofthenes, and imi- 
| | FOR 
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FOR THE LONDON MAGAZINE. 


LIFE OF RICHARD BENTLEY, D.D. 


LATE REGIUS PROFESSOR OF DIVINITY, AND MASTER OF TRINITY-COL. 
LEGE, CAMBRIDGE. 


Tiyustata wey nar Tpwra Tae ep Tay Luyny ayaba. 


Prato, de Legib. IV. 


(Continued from our laf, page 4.3, and concluded.) 


ENTLEY was very feverely though 
furely very improperly fatirized by 
Pope, in the fourth bock of the Dun- 
ciad. ‘The lines are well known, and 
were occafioned by an opinion which 
was forced from Bentley, with refpect 
to the tranflation of Homer, at Atter- 
bury’s table, while Pope was prefent. 
The Bifhop very imprudently and. in- 
delicately afked the critic what he 
thought of the Englifh Homer. The 
Dottor eluded the queftion for fome 
time, but at laft, when he was urged 
to fpeak his fentiments freely, he faid; 
«« The verfes are good verfes, but the 
work is not Homer, it is Spondanus!” 
Pope feldom forgot injuries, and many 
years after this converfation, he affgned 
a place in the Dunciad to our Britifh 
Ariftarchus, Never was fatire more 
illiberal or unjuft. Pope was not fuf- 
ficiently acquainted with ancient lite- 
rature to be capable of deciding on 
Bentley’s critical abilities. He might 
fee that many of his notes on Milton 
were trifling, and that his remarks on 
Horace were often boldand hazardous, 
but of his folid learning, his extenfive 
knowledge, and his diveriified erudition 
he was certainly not competent to form 
a judgement. 

In the year 1735 he wrote an anfwer 
to fome queries of an Oxford Gentle- 
man, concerning the date of a Perfic 
manufcript of the four Gofpels, which 
had been fent from Ifpahan.- ‘This 
Jetter has likewife been preferved by 
Dr. Taylor, and is publifhed with his 
valuable little traét, De debitore difje- 
cando. Hie fays in his preface, -that it 


is: ‘* Mole quidem parva, axpiSesa aziem 
et fubtilitate pleniffima. Qua diligenter 
perletia eruditus Ledior mecuim fentiet 
mbil unquam argutius, nvikil folidius aut 


werius ex Tripode fuiffe refponfum,” 





In 1738, a libel was exhibited be- 
fore the Vicar-General of the Bifhop of 
Ely, againft Dr. Colbatch, Rector of 
Orwell, who refufed to pay the proxies 
due to Dr. Bentley, as Archdeaeon of 
Ely. In his defence Dr. Colbatch, 
who bore an excellent character, though 
his virtue was rather of the feverer cat, 
alledged, that though Bentley had been 
Archdeacon forty years, he had never, 
in obedience to the ecclefiaftical laws, 
been known to vifit one church or 
chapel. Sentence, however, was paffed 


againft Colbatch, with cofts of- fuit, . 


upon which in 1741 he publifhed a 
at ms intituled The State of 

roxies payable to Ecclefiaftical Vi- 
fitors fully ftated. 

In 1739 appeared the Afronomicon of 
Manilius, with corrections and notes, 
by Dr. Bentley. This edition was 
ufhered into the world by a dedication 
to the Duke of Newcaftle, and a pre- 
face by Mr. Richard Bentley, a nephew 
of the Doétor; with whofe approbation 
both thefe introdu€tory pieces were 
written. 

In the prefaee he gives a full account 
of his uncle’s opinion of the work, and 
its author, as well as of the various 
manufcripts and printed copies which 
he confulted, in order to perfect this 
edition. 

Bentley places Manilius in the age 
of Auguftus; and among other proofs, 
he vindicates his affertion by the termi- 
nation of the genetive av of words 
in dws, and ium, which always terminated 
in a fingle 7, before that period: as 
Auxilium, Auxili: Confilium, Confili: 
Imperium, Imperi: &c. Propertius is 
the firft of the Roman poets, whofe 
works are extant, in whom this rule is 
infringed, and by him only in two or 
three inftances. Ovid, who lived 
ss rather 
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rather later, frequently ufes the double 7; 
and after him, it became general. ‘This 
change, however, took place long af- 
ter the acceflion of Auguftus to the go- 
vernment. ‘This remark we owe to 
Bentley, and it ie worthy of the Britifh 
Ariftarchus. He firft promulgated it 


jn his notes on the Andria* of Tes 


rence, where he candidly corre¢ts a 
miftake which he had made ina paflage 
of Horace, and juitifies his obferva- 
tion on thefe genitive cafes, by citing 
a paflage from Nigidius Figulus, Ro- 
manorum a Varrone do&iffimus, which is 
preferved by Gelliust, by which it is 
evident, that in his age accent was the 
only diftinétion between the genitive 
and vocative cafes of words in ius, as 
N. Valerius. G. Valeri. V. Valeri. 
Bentley, therefore, as Manilius, or the 
author of the poem, whatever was his 
name, except in one Greek word, ne- 
ver ufes the double i, in the Ca/fus inter- 
*ogand:, determines the Aftronoimicon to 
have been written in the early part of 
the age of Auguftus. | 
The author, according to our critic, 
was a foreigner, and, therefore, the 
uliarities of ftyle which occur in 
fis work do not militate againft his 
having been contemporary with Au- 
guftus : efpecially as many of the ex- 
ceptionable paflages are proved by 
Bentley to be fpurious. Of his name 
nothing certain can be pronounced. 
Neither the manufcript copies of the 
m, nor the author in the courfe of 
is work, nor the teiftimony of other 
writers, bring any certain afliftance. 
With regard to the text, Bentley ge- 
nerally follows the edition of Scaliger, 
and has preferved all the readings 
which he rejected. In fome paflages, 
his corrections feem extravagantly dif- 
ferent from the common copies: which 


appears to be in fome meafure excufe-” 


able, when it is known, that no fingle 
piece on ancient literature was ever fo 
much depraved by the negligence or 
ignorance of tranfcribers; tor the va- 
rious readings are more numerous even 
than the verfes of the poem. 

We cannot enter into a_ particular 
examination of Bentley’s corrections on 
the prefent occafion, as the life of our 


* A&t Il, Sc. Il. Ver. 20+ 
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favourite critic has already extended 
far beyond the propofed limits. One 
emendation we muft tranfcribe, as it 


is very happy, and elucidates a pafla 
which was neither meafure nor Cente, 


Lib. V. 733. 


Utque per ingentes populus defcribitur urbes 

Precipuumque patres retinent, et proximum 
equificr 

Ordo locum; populumque equiti, populoque faire 

Vulgus iners videas, et jam fine nomine turbam: 

Sic etiam magno queédam R&SPUBLICA mundo 


oft. 
In the lat line fome copies have re- 


Spondere, and the beft manufcript has 


res pendere, inftead of refpublica, which 
we owe to the critical acumen of Dr. 
reese The word was originally, he 
fuppofes, written re/p. and from this 
the blundering tranfcribers:derived their 
re[pondere : of which the learned editor 
in his note fays: ‘* Re/pondere conjuga- 
tionts tertie omnem barbariem exfuperat. 
Nec fcias numeri an fententia fit pejor.” 
Toup mentions this paffage in his 
Epiftola Critica with its due portion of 
praifet: *‘* Quin et, dum hec feribo, 
sommodum in mentem venit emendationts 
Bentleiane in Manilium, quam hec oca- 


jione monitus, hic in tranfitu fublevan- 


dam curabo, nam et mea poft me alii cura~ 
bunt feilicet.” He then quotes the paf- 
fage, and gives the lat line as it ftands 
in the common copies: 


Sic etiam magno quedam refpondere mundo. 


Locus elegantiffimus, fed verfus poftremns 
manifesto corruptus eft: emendabat Bentleit 
fJagatitas : 


Sic etiam in magna quedam RESPUBLICA MXA> 
do eft. 
Quod alii veri, alii falfi fimile effe dicunt. 
ego vero nihil certius effe affirmo. Fidem 
faciet LaGantius, Epit. cap.2. Sie in 
MUNDI REPUBLICA, wifi unus fuiffet 
moderator, &c. ‘There are feveral other 
‘emendations, which difplay as much 
critical fagacity, and equally merit 
adoption; though Bentley has been ac- 
cufed of pretending not to underftand 
paflages in Manilius, merely to have 
an opportunity of exercifing his abi- 
lities at correction. We do not pre- 
tend to vouch for the truth of this ac- 
cufation, but muft confefs that we do 
not give it much credit. Such an af- 
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feétation of ignorance could only pro- 
duce ridicule, for if Bentley chofe to 
be blind and dull himfelf, he could 
not fuppofe that the world would, 
therefore, be: lefs fharp fighted. 

The Aftronomicon of Manilius was 
the laf claffical work which Dr. Bentley 
lived to publith, althongh he was among 
the firft authors on whom he employed 
his correétive talents, with a view to 

ication. In the preface* to his 
immortal differtation on the Epiftles of 
Phalaris, he fays: ‘‘ I had then pre- 
da Manilius for the prefs, which 
been publifhed already, had not the 
dearnefs of paper, and the want of good 
s, and fome other occafions, hin- 
red me.” 

In the former part of this life, we 
intentionally omitted mentioning Bent- 
ley’s views, with regard to Manilius. 
We fhall now tranfcribe from the fame 
preface whatever relates to this fubject. 

Bentley had been accufed by Boyle 
of fending a manufcript treatife about 
Theodorus Mallius, written by Ru- 
benius, to Grevius, for publication, 
without mentioning Sir EAward Sher- 
burn’s name, from whom he had re- 
ceived it. ‘This charge Bentley fully 
confutes. ‘I had prepared, he fays, 
a new edition of Manilius; which de- 
fign being known abroad, occafioned 
my acquaintance with Sir Edward 
Sherburm, who had formerly tranflated 
the firit book of that poet into Englifh 
verfe, and explained it with a large 
commentary. He had got together 
fome old and fcarce editions, which he 
courteoufly lent me; and befide thofe, 
be had parchafed at Antwerp, by the 
means of a bookfeller, a whole box full 
of papers of the famous Gafpar Ge- 
eeneres who undertook an edition of 
the fame t, but was prevented b 
death,” poe P y 

Among thefe papers he found little 
of any confequence, but the manufcript 
already mentioned, which he fent to 
the learned Grevius, who quite forgot 
the circumftances of Sir Edward Sher- 
burn’s box, when he publifhed the 
book, and incautionfly dedicated it to 
Dr. Bentley. He, however, afterwards 
apologized very {fufliciently for this 
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neglect, in a letter to our learned critic, 
which he thus concludes: ‘* Va/e—et 
tibi perfuade, te doélos ontnes viros maxim 
facere, rumpantur ut ilia Codris; fed 
neminem effe qui te majoris facial, et magis 
aflimet quttm ego te facto.” In the 
former part of the epiftle, he confefies 
that the omiffion of Sir Edward’s name 
was his own fault, and that Bentley was 
not in the leaft cenfurable. 

In the fame box of Gevartius’s 
papers, there were two copies of a 
difcourfe on the age of the poet Ma. 
nilius, by the learned Godefridus 
Wendelinus. One of thefe Sir Edward 
prefented to Bentley, who propofed to 
prefix the whole, or a of it, to his 
edition of the Aftronomicon. It is 
much, therefore, to be lamented, that 
the Doétor did not write the preface 
or prolegomena to this edition, as the 
learned world might then have been in 
poffeffion of his Ratebin’s with regard 
to this author, and his various editors 
and commentators, more fully than they 
are ftated by his nephew. 

In the account of Bentley’s early 
hife, one circumftance was omitted. 
About the time of the publication of 
his Epiftle to Dr. Mill, on the Chro- 
nography of Malela, he publifhed a 
fpecimen of a new edition of Philo- 
ftratus, at Leipfic. Only one fheet 
was printed. ‘his circumftance is 
mentioned by the indefatigable Fa- 
bricius, and by Olearius, in his preface 
to the works of Philoftratus. They 
do not, however, mention the reafon of 
his laying his plan afide. He intended 
to have given the text in a more correct 
manner than former editors, with notes 
and a new Latin verfion. We cannot 
help lamenting that Bentley did not 
profecute his defign. Every edition 
of the ancients executed by fuch a 
{cholar muft have been valuable; and 
it is rather furprifing, when his _ 
knowledge of Greek is confidered, 
that he did not devote his time fe- 
rioufly to publifhing more of the 
writers in that language. He exe- 
cuted, indeed, much lefs than he pre- 
pofed; but the quarrels into which 
he was involved by his enemies may 


in fome meafure account for the 
fewnels 
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fewnefs of the authors, whofe works 
appeared under the aufpices of the 
grcat Bentley. 

In the year 1740, Dr. Bentley loft 
his lady, whom he had PLL wy foon 
after he was preferred to the mafterfhip 
of Trinity-College. He did not long 
furvive her, but died the fourteenth day 
of July 1742, and was buried in Trinity- 
College ch: apel. ‘The following fhort 
infcription is placed on the ftone which 
eovers his grave: 

Fis. ‘oho. tie 
Ricuarpus BentTiey, 
i) SD 
Osirr ALV. Jul. 1742. 
fETATIS 8o. 

'Thefe are all the monumental hone ours 
of this great ma un, who needed not t! ie 
inferipti on of a tombito ne to tranfmit 
his memory to pomesey | 

He left behind him chret children. 
His fon, Mr. Richard Bentley, who 
was educated under the Doo’ s in- 
fpection, at Trinity College, of w hich 
he was chofen fellow, fucceeded his 
father, as Royal Librarian at St. 
James’s, but refigned the place in 1745 S. 
He died in the vear 1782, and w: 
more eminent for his clegant tafte in 
the polite arts; than for his philo logic: al 
aequifitions. He difplay ved his inge- 

nuity 2nd fancy rip the mqamare ible defigns 
whi ch he made for Mr. Gray’s poems, 
which were afterwards engraved and 
publifhed. ‘To his pen the public aoe 
indebted for the ‘ragedy of Philo- 

camus, which Mr. Gray ‘efteemed fo 
highly, that he wrote a commentary 
on it, and pronounced it to be one of 
the -firit poetical compodtions in the 
Englith lancuage. Good dramatic 
pee ms, Lowever, are not always good 
plays. It was introduced on the itage, 
above { fifteen 1% ears after its publication, 
in 1782, at the ‘Theatre Royal in 
Covent-Garden, but it did not fucceed. 
Dy. Bentley’s elder daughter, Ehi- 
zabeth, was married about the year 
727, to Sir Humphry Ridge, theel idett 
for of Mr. Ridge, who potieffe d acon- 
fiderable fortune, and was brewer to 
the navy at Portfmouth. A grandfon 
of the learned D?. Cumberland, Bifhop 
f Peterbo: ‘ough, married his younger 
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daughter, foanna, a few years after, and 
died not long ago Bifhop of Kilmore, 
in Ireland. ‘Their fon, "Mr. Cumber- 
Jand, who is fo well ‘knows in the 
dramatic world, and who defended the 
character of Dr. Bentley againit the 
attacks of the Bifhop of London, may 
exclaim 
Difcendam magnorum baud unquam indignus 
AVOIVNN, 

From the grandfon of Dr. Bentley, 
and the great grandfon of the Bifhop of 
Peterborough, literary abilities ef 
be naturally expected, 

But thefe were net the only offipring 
which Dr. Bentley Ie ‘ft behind him: 


6 OF? tibi qu alos £ fothe parit?? 
| Ff i qua aw } i bL JOC (Pere. 


Eectides his ampie collections for the 
Greek 'Teftament, and |Jerom’s Latin 
verfon, he left an Homer, with mar- 
ginal notes and emendations, prepara~ 
tory to an edition which he propofed 
to publifl h; and acorrected copy of the 
Bithop of VPeterborough’s celebrated 
bool:, De L egibus Nature. Both of 
thefey are intended to be !aid before 
the public. Almoft all his claiical 
authors were enriched with his manu- 
{cript atin: and are itiliin the pot- 
fefiion of his executor, Dr. Richard 
Bentley, or Mr. Cumberland. from 
one of thefe, in the year 17 
procured ior. Bentley's Ammadzurr/rimes 
on Plutarch’s treatife De [de et Ofiride 
and by the confeat. of the executors, 
incorporated his edition ot 
that piece, with thefe ol Mia “kland, 
ov other commentators. Many of 

hefe corre€tions bear the eenul 


bee os 
4 {-4.5 OG UIS 


y . 
t yeaesny ents 
aawadi Shae’ 


wine mark 
of critic al fazacity, which Pentley has 
{tam pe dina greater or lefs degree on 
all his performances. 

In 1746, among the pref: aces and 
dedications which the Icarned Alberti 
prefixed to his iplendi id edition of 3G 
fychins, app t ared an inedite d letter : 
written by De. Be: aye in the year 
1714, to fohn Cari ian Biel, at Beant - 
wick, DeGi.fis facris in Hofychio infititiis. 
‘this is a very curious bad valuable 
letter, as it fhews the great avs antages 
Which Bentley deriv ed from this lexi- 
cographer, in the profecu ition of his 


ftudics, and at w hat an e: ly p criod, 
that m eked attention, and extraor- 
R dinary 


t Biog. Brit. p. 244. 247. 
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dinary acutenefs difplayed themfelves, 
which fhone forth fo confpicuoufly 
afterwards in all our critic’s phrlolo- 
gical difquifitions. : 

In 1760, Mr. Horace Walpole, 
whofe fingular abilities, and ftrenuous 
exertions in the caufe of literature are 
fuperior to our praife, printed, at Straw- 
berry hill, a fplendid edition of Lucan, 
in quarto, with the notes and correc- 
tions of Dr. Bentley. The fuperin- 
tendance of the prefs was committed to 
Mr. Cumberland, who performed his 
part of the work with equal learning 
and fidelity. 

The public had been long in pof- 
feffion of fome of Bentley’s annota- 
tions on Lucan, which were inferted in 
his remarks on Collins’s Freethinking. 
This work, however, added a frefh 
laurel to his wreath, as he has reftored 
many paflages, by his judicious and 
elegant corrections, which were abfo- 
lutely unintelligible, and elucidated 
many difficulties by his acutenefs, which 
had baffled the fagacity of former an- 
notators*. 

Such are the particulars which we 
have been able to colleét concerning the 
life and writings of Dr. Richard Bent- 
ley. In the mode of arrangement, a 
pian has been adopted very different 


trom that which the ingenious authors 





of the Biographia Britannica have pur- 
fued. The tranfa¢tions of his fife, 
and the account of his writings, have 
been blended in the fame narrative. 
For the publications of an author, like 
the marches and countermarches of a 
eneral, form the chief part of his 
Side. and ought furely never to be 
feparated from the relation of private 
or other occurrences. 'To the accounts 
of this great man which have already 
been publifhed we have added many 
particulars, and have ventured to in- 
terfperfe our narrative with critical 
remarks-on his different works, in order 
to render it more worthy the attention of 
our learned readers. But to clofe thefe 
memoirs. We fhall conclude with the 
words with which our learned country- 
man, Toup finifhes his Ep;/fola Critica to 
Bifhop Warburton: ‘* Atque hic finenr 
facio vite prolixiori: in qua fi quid, 
currente rota, inconfulte aut intem- 
peranter mimis, qui mos noftrorum ho- 
minum eft, in Bentleium noftrum dixtf 
id omne pro indi¢to velim: Benrt- 
LEIUM inquam, Britanniz noftra decus 
immortale:—-quem nemo vituperare 
aufit, mift fungus; nemo non laudet, 
nifi Momus. 


*¢ His faltem adcumulem donis, ac fungar inani 
** Munere.”’ 
T. T- 





* For thischaracter of Bentley’s Lucan, we are indebted to a gentleman, whofe name is equally 
an ornament to polite and literavy circles. The book is in the poffeffion of a few friends, to whom 
Mr. Walpole has prefented it. We have feen it, but never had an opportunity of examining its merits, 





TO 'THE EDITOR OF THE LONDON MAGAZINE. 


ON THE 
SIR, 
OME of your effays have informed 
me, that the female fex attra¢ts 
your regard, and that you with to de- 


fend them, by endeavouring to root out, 
You do not feem to’ 


vulgar errors. 
think with Mahomet, that women are 
void of fouls to be made happy in the 
next world; or, with a late lord, that 
they are incapable of reafon and com- 
mon fenfe in the prefent. During the 
female reigns of Anne arid Elizabeth, 
indeed, fuch doétrines would have been 
confidered as moral and political he- 
refies, no lefs than religious: and they 
deferve, I think, as little encourage- 


FAIR SEX, 


ment in our times, when we fee a 

ueen confert on the throne, at leatt 
equally amiable, and perhaps as_ wife 
in declining politics, as the illuftrious 
tegents above-mentioned were glorious 
in adminiftering them. 

Familiar effays, Sir, have hitherto been 
peculiarly devoted to the fervice of the 
ladies. Steele and Addifon ftept forth, 
like literary knights-errant, to refcue 
the fair from the dzmons of vice, and 
fpells of ignorance, endeavouring to 
render the toilet the altar of the Mufes, 
as well as the place of facrifice to the 
Graces. They thought the meene” 
an 
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and principles of women not unim- 
portant to the happinefs of men, and 
did not efteem it a difgrace to their 
parts or learning, to write dew to the 
underftandings of female readers. 
Effays in general are, indeed, a kind of 
whipt-fillabub literature, not above the 
satch of a mere houfewifely comprehen- 
fion, and as becoming a part of the 
parlour-window furniture, as a tambour 
or a thread paper. 

Ido not mean, Sir, by what I have 
faid, to accufe you of an elevation of 
ftile and manner that throws us at a 
diftance, but rather to hint that a fre- 
quent attention to the ladies would 
render your work more acceptable to 
your female readers. Are you afraid 
that the diitinguifhed propriety, ele- 

ce, and decent modefty of the 
Sisaies of the prefent age will afford 
you no toom for animadverfion? Or 
do you think them totally incorrigible? 
For my part, Sir, I believe them to be 
formed of the very fame materials as 
their mothers were before them, equally 
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prone to err, and equally capable of 
amendment and inftruction. 

Female virtues are certainly of con- 
fequence to the order of the moral 
world, and foibles ought not to be fuf- 
fered to fpring up neglected, and to 
over-run the mind like thorns and idle 
weeds; yet their delicacy is not to be 
wounded. ‘Their follies muft be ten- 
derly probed, and the effayift, like the 
furgeon, fhould have the hand of a lady. 
Shakfpeare’s charatters of women, like 
the portraits of females by the prefident 
of our Royal Academy, are almoft the 
only good ones drawn by men. ‘There 
is a coarfenefs of outline, colour, and 
defign, in moft other artifts, that make 
their ladies appear not in the fimple 
ftile of Calia, Rofaiind, Imogen, Def- 
demona, but rather like men dreit in 
women’s clothes. ‘Thefe hints, I hope, 
will be ferviceable. Ifyouadopt them, 
I think you will enlarge the circle of 
your readers, and I am fure you will 
oblige your conftant reader, 


ADELINE, 





FOR 





THE LONDON MAGAZINE, 


TO THE EDITOR, 


SIR, 
HE diftrefles of mankind are a 


perpetual fund for lamentation. 
Go where we will, vifit what compa- 
ny we will, we ftill find accumulafed 
griefs, reiterated complaints, weeping 
and wailing. One complains of the 
weather, another of the taxes, anda 
third of the price of ftocks. One re- 
probates the late war, another bewails 
the lofs of America, and a third 
mourns for the fate of a wreck. By 
imparting thefe different griefs, each 
man to his neighbour, forrow is dif- 
feminated over the whole race, and 
that monfter Di/content appears in every 
link of this lamentable chain. When 
we rife in the morning we find fome- 
thing wrong; when we fie down we 
tecolle&t that we have not done that 
which we ought to have done. If we 
gointo the country, we find fomething 
amifs, and when “we return we are con- 
founded by fome new blunder or other. 
If all is well at home, it isan hundred 
to one but bad weather makes us mi- 


derable abroad, and if the fineft feafon 


is inviting in all its beauties we pro- 
bably have fome mifchief at home to 
make it the moft difagreeable place we 
can goto. Inaword, fcarcely a day 
paffes without fome expreflions of dif- 
fatisfaction, and that of the mot dif- 
cordant kind. One would have rain, 
and another would have dry weather. 
One would preter frof to thaw, and 
another is an advocate for deep ftorms, 
and permanent ones. 

To reconcile thefe differences, and 
give happinefs to my fellow-creatures, 
Mr. Editor, has long beea my particu- 
lar ftudy, and aithough I have not 
been very fuccefsful, I flatter myfelf I 
have done fome good in my genera- 
tion. Although {£ could not rid my 
friend Henpeck of a troublefome wife, 
yet I convinced him that an induitrious 
wife, though troublefome, was better 
than nowife atall. Although I cannot 
difluade the farmers from wifking for 
rain, 1 am fometimes able to perfuade 
them that the command of the rain is 
in better hands at prefent than it could 
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be with them; and although poor 
Ouidnune, my neighbour, frets himfelt 
into'anatrophy on acco unt of the taxes, I 
> than once mi de him conics 
that taxes muft increafe with the exti- 
gencies of flate. C/ raha too, who 
wifes for the felf-creating power that 
would enable him to make a bifhop of 
himfelf, has more than once agreed 
with me, that competence and content- 
ment are preferable to iuperabundance 
and cares. 

But, Mr. Editor, the bet advice 
makes but a temporary inpprefiion in 
thefe felf-conceited times, when every 
man fets himfelf up for a Solomon, 
and his fimple »afertion foralaw. All 
my perfuafions h: we loft their efect on 
the fuggetion of fome new whim. 
While raminating on hefe things 
fome nichts fince, I fell into what 1s 
called a reveri » v vhich is a fomethin 
between fleeping and waking, bit 
which I term, pei ly, 
the wed frofafpeculative man. ‘The 
manner of my reve 
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patriots, who devifedit. ‘Ihe heacs ot 


this act were as follow: 

es An act for the more effectually pre- 
venting difcontent : 
Great- Britain, and Berwick on' Tw eed.” 

it enacts, ‘* Imprimis, ‘That the four 
elements, commonly called fixe, water, 
earth, and air {fnali, for the future, and 
in all time coming, or that may here- 
after come, be under the fole go uidance, 
cirection, management, and fuperin- 
tenda ince cf parliament, and that a 
committee of both rloufe s fhall fie 
perpetually ,to hear pe titions and redref{s 
grievances from (] efe CUAL irters. And 


that it fhali be lawful for them, or 


any four of their number, duly ccn- 
vened, to difpell itoras, raife winds, 
check 
as in thetr wildo: in they fthail thinis fit. 
That if they think proper to dilfolve 

fro fooner thaa ufual, or add a 
couple of months to the fummer, the 
elements fhall be bound te obey. 

aad 


** Secondly | hat in ali time coming, 


it fhall be a d to every man to 
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and how he pleafes, that the 
charter by which Death has a power 
over the lives of men be hereby de- 
ftroyed, and that Bs ter gin, bad 
wine, and Britith fpirits have no de- 
fpotic pow er, nor pretend to any di- 
re€tion of the health of man. “That 
all difeafes fhail in future, from the 
wenty-fecond day of March next, 
yield up the power and ufurped pri- 
vileges which for a feries of years they 
have moft iniquitouily enjoyed, to the 
great prejudice of fozkers, alehoufe 
politicians, and city magiftrates. 
Phirdly, That it fhall be lawful 
for any man to kill himfelf when he 
pleafes, cr in whatfgever manner he 
pleat: s, whether in youth, maghoc od, 
or old age, w hether by gun, by gia, 
fword, piitol, hot punch, four claret, 
too much roaft beef, or by eentleman- 
like fatisfattion, whether at home 
abroad, in the tavern, or behind Mon- 
tav rue hi oufe. 
of ve ee , inatthe fovercign com- 
! hole brate creation, of 


o. f Sant os e 
every iapecies, be veited in LcoO ymimitte ec 
> 1 a Y. \“1) "9 e 
to be appoiated for the purpofe, that 
s 4 
‘ .. a. , y t, ae Fe Reel T i.) 
none may COMoeain OF nunger, ican 
* . sO . 
kein e, OF any Imconvenience now in 
common; with exception to tie ma- 


nagement of the horned cattle, which, 
for ’ feveral reafons, and becaufe of é. 
militude and confanguinity, fhall be 
vetted in the court of aldermen. 

* Fifthly, ‘That all the pailions and 
fed ns, whether love, gricf, hatred, 
fear jt Vs, &c. &c. thal be re: gu. Fs lated 
te contain laws and refiriGtions, and 
that all perfons was with to get into 
patiions muft have a licence, by which 
they ihall be permitted at all times and 
onal! occafions to make fools of them- 
felves. Andthat all perfons | who wif 
to get ri v of their unruly paffions may 
alwa :ys find a committee of the Houle 
of Commons teady to purch afe and 

fe them for the public ¢ rood.” 

The fame att recites a great numbe 
of other regulations which have > efcaped 
my memory. Put I can remember that 
there was a general joy difperfed over 
the nati mM, in confequence of the new 
fyiem of reform, Addreft 5 flocked 
from all parts, 
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the fux was defeated by a great majo- 
rity, who carried the motion in-favour: 
of the moon, anda very well drawn up 
autumn bill was lot by the defertion of 
many members, who took the fide of 
long winter. Methou ght I was requeit- 
ed to fign an addrefs of the treeholders, 
thanking his M for putting an 
end to the late volcanos, and praying 
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him to appoiht a permanent fpring, 
when, in-my eagernefs-to. fign the ad- 
drefs, 1 overturned a quarto on the 
floor, which brought me to my fenfes. 
And thus ended my ft. If you think 
that an account of it can entertain your 
readers, it is at your fervice. 
London, Your's, 


Feb. 14, 1784. SOMNOLENTUS. 





TO THE EDIVOR OF TH 
ON DA 
SIR, 

A I find that you fonetimes admit 
letters from correfponcents on 

the abufes of the times, [ have been 
induced to fend you the following 
ftri¢tures on a general tolly. ‘io correct 
particular failings is a talk very ill 
fuited to a public journal. My ani- 
madverfions wiil be almoft confined to 
Dancing. In earlier times, none but 
people’s children of the firit clafs were 
taught that accomplifhment, or thofe 
whom thetr parents apprenticed out to 
the profeilion, in order for thein to get 
their bread by it: in thefe double-re- 
fined days we hear the fiddic yielding 
difcordant notes in almo‘t every dirty 
aliey, while fome vulgar iMlits praciifes 

her iteps. 

Sally Sweep and Molly Marrowbene 
Jearn French, and to fceratcha tune oa 
the guittar: indeed the former young 
lady, being a joint heirefs to her ia- 
ther’s footy gains, is indulged with a 
higher notion of mufic; the {carce at- 
tains her eleventh year, when an opera 
dancer 1s employed to complete her 
education. or is this all, a harp- 
fichord is purchafed, a matter is fought 
for and ealily found; Sally foon thumps 
treble and bafs to the tune cf ** Cid 
Sir Simon, and Dawlen’s horapipe.” 
Now, were the fecond clafs of tradef 
inen to firike off dancing (or at leaft 
confine it within the precindts of a mi- 
nuct anda plain country dance) the 
tambour, as alio the ideal and fuper- 
ficial nameof mufic; and in the room of 
theifz ict their girls be taught to read, 
write, fpell, and work well wich thetr 
needle ; to be at fchool no longer than 
till they eater the firht teen; thea 
inftru&t chem in domeltic knowledge, 
beft calculated to render a maida wile ; 
what a race of amiable young women 


Ve 
fhould we then behold! | d!ymen’s 
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torch would ever be burning; our young 
men would not then prefer keeping a 
mifs, to the chafte ties the connubial 
yoke throws on them: for what is 
beauty without prudence, ora graceful 
perfon without ufeful knowledge? 
‘Thefe endure when the rofes of the 
check are no more: the charms of a 
graceful gait, are very attracting ; 
mifles who have learnt to dance for 
years at the boarding-fchool, when they 
have been calied home (in their eight- 
eenth year) by degrees wean themfelves 
from, and forget, that which was at- 
tained by much expence and fome 
trouble, and, only inttru€ted by the 
prejudices of education, make them- 
ielves unhappy if no body comes to 
woo, and ready to elope with the firit 
butterfly that {preads his gaudy wings, 
and flutters around them? Who would 
be fo low-lived as to know how to 
make a fhirt? No one! cry the prefent 
race of girls; 9 oxe (they fignificantly 
repeat) bat thofe who are reduced to 
get their bread by mifchance. I verily 
believe, at every boarding-fchool with- 
in thirty miles of London, the idea of 
cutting out and making a fhirt or fhift 
is 2s ftrange to the governefs, teachers, 
and halt boarders, as it is tothe young 
people entrufted to their tuition; what 
are we to expect, except idlenefs, if 
relations and friends will not liften to 
reafon, by banishing mufic, drawing, 
and every trivial accomplifhment, 
uniefs they are truly convinced their 
children have an ear for the one, and 
atalte for the other; elfe the former 
will be rendered difcord, and the latter 
a talk of flavery? In thefe mafical and 
dancing days, J fhall expect to fee a 
young lady, itirring a puading with a 
pitch-fork, and a young man meafuring 
tape with a iiddle-iticx. 


AMANDUS. 
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RETROSPECTION, 
An Ope. 


S downward on the ftream of years 

With conftant lapfe I glide, 
How dark the low’ring iky appears ! 
How turbid rolls the tide! 
Each hour the rough’ning billows flew 
Involv’d in thicker clouds of woe, 
On which, a fadly penfive form, 
With drooping head, Dejection fits ; 
While gufts of patlion rave by fits, 
And blow a dreadful ftorm, 


In vain with aching fight I try 
The tuture to pervade ; 
No ftraggling beam of Hope is nigh 
‘Fo light me through its fhade. 
Ah! then, permit me to review 
‘Phe peace my youthful moments knew; 
“Lhe peace 1 ne’er muit know again; 
The peace, which, too refin’d to cloy, 
Pofletlion calls confummate joy, 
Aad Mem’ry joyiul pain. 

To Retrofpection’s piercing eyes, 
In tunthine painted gay, 
She feencs of former times now rife, 
And now in mitts decay. 
My native cottage there I fee, 
Where in thy lap, Simplicity! 
My guiltlels childhood, tlept or play’d 
In yonder fields, ot thought devoid, 
© elie with pleafing thoughts employ’d, 

low often have I ftray’d! 

My parent brook I next behold, 
To which I| oft have run, 
To view the tifh their robes of gold 
Shew glancing to the fun. 
The copfe and lawn to thefe fucceed, 
Where {rom my fteps of eager {peed 
The infant linnets trembling flew ; 


Where, charm’d with beauty’s brighteft dyes, 


J wont the gaudy butterflies 
Unwearied to purfue. 


But neither copfe nor lawn delight 
So much as yonder glade, 
Which oft, trom early morn to night, 
My refidence I made. 
"There, hid from each profaner eye, 
My mimic toil I lov’d to ply, ~ 
While fpires of pebbles round me rofe: 
E’en now methinks I bufy ftand, 
t’en now, conftruéted by my hand, 
The tiny turret grows. 


Ah! happy view of happy years! 
When Hope upon me {mil’d, 
Attended dy her gay compeers, 
Young Heaith, and Vigour wild: 
When Fancy wav’d her magic wand, 
And, initant, ather high command, 
In all the rainbow’s colours dreft, 

A thoufand Pleafures o’er my head 
‘Their varicgated plumage {pread, 
O: futter’d on my breaft. 


But Fancy now, deceitful queen! 
Has from me ftretch’d her flight, 
And all the joyous fairy fcene 
Decays at Reafon’s light. 
If Reafon then can only fhow 
My tiper manhood fights of woe, 
And give it o’er to fharpeft pain, 
Me, while the fons of Senfe and Truth 
Are wretched, may thy follies, Youth, 
And falfhoods blefs again. 





To Mifs Frevericx, finging and playing on 
the harpfichord. 
By the Right Honourable CHARLES FOX. 


HEN Orpheus touch’d ¥ trembling firings 
He tam’d, as ancient poets fing, 
The Lybian lian’s rage; 
He could the foreft from the hill 
Move downwards, bending to his wiil, 
And the loud ftorm afluage. 


The liit’ning dolphin willing bore 
Arion to the friendly fhore, 
Charm’d with his lenient fong; 
And while he foftly fung and play’d, 
The fweet mufician fafe convey’d 
The threat’ning waves along. 


But, Frederick, when thou ftrik’ft the chord, 
Phebus himfeif, in juft reward 
For merit fuch as thine, 
Attunes thy voice, directs thy lyre, 
And bids each fitter Mufe admire, 
Leit the with envy pine. 





On the DEATH of QUEEN ANNE’S SON, 
By the old DUKE of DORSET. 


OR Glofter’s death, which fadly we deplore, 
Fate is accus’d ; we fhould commend it more. 

Left he with Burnet’s faith fhould be endued, 
And taught by Churchill truth and gratitude ; 
Left two fuch montters thould their art initill, 
And his young foul with pois’nous precepts fill, 
Untimely force heaven kindly did employ, 
And, to preferve the man, cut off the boy. 





S ON G. 


ORINDA’s fparkling wit and eyes 
United caft fo fierce a light, 

Which blazes high, then quickly dies, 

Warms not the heart, but hurts the fight. 
True Love, all gentlenefs and joy, 

Approaches with a modeft grace, 
Her Cupid is a blackguard boy, 

That claps his link full in your face. 





CHLOE WEEPING. 
By the late DUKE of DORSET. 
C HLOE, forfhame, # fighs and tears give o’er, 
And let ¥ breaft with anger {well no more. 
Let female envy ne’er your paflion move, 
Thole eyes are not for envy made, but love. 
W hat 
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Wat though each rival fair, by fcandal taught, 
Will conftrue every look into a fault, 

Tho’ fome your wit, and fome your beauty blame, 
Your beauty and your wit are {till the fame. 

No charm was ever yet by envy loft, 

For fhe’s moft envy’d who can pleafe us moft. 





EPITAPH. 


| iyi prernt beneath this lofty tree 
A mortal lies of low degree. 

A ttri@t obferver from his youth 

Of that important virtue, truth. 

He never with a felfith view 

Was known to fpeak a word untrue, 

His temper lively, yet as mild 

And harmlefs as a new-born child. 

He never flander’d friend or foe, 

Nor triumph’d in another’s woe ; 

And tho’, when young, he us’d to roam, 
For years he lov’d his little home : 
Securely there he laid him down, 

Nor fear’d the world’s ill-natur’d frown ; 
No wild ambitious thoughts poffeft 

His quiet, unafpiring breatt. 

He envied neither wealth nor power, 
Enjoying ftill the prefent hour: 
Contented with his daily bread, 

Each night he fought his peaceful bed : 
Stranger to vice he knew no fear, 

As life’s important end drew near ; 

He breath’d his laft without a figh, 

And fhew’d how Innocence fhould die. 
Bluth, reader, while thefe lines you fcan, 
Here lies a Mon KEY, not a Man. 





eS AN SR 


ABIRAN; 
Or, THE VICTIM OF FANCIED WOE 


- \ HENCE this oppreffive load of woe ? 
Th’ involuntary figh ? 
And th’ oozing tear about to flow 

From my dejected eye? 


O Melancholy ! how thy power 
Againft my peace confpires! 
Still will thy leaden afpect lour, 
And quench my genial fires. 


Oh! why is my defponding mind 
Become thy very flave ? 

And may I nopt—alas! not find 
A refuge in the grave? 


The grave will give fecure repofe 
From perfecuting grief ; 

For there alone, from heavy woes, 
The weary have relief. 

Alas! in early life to leave 
This world fo good and fair! 

Not fo to me, who pine and grieve, 
The victim of defpair. 

And yet how bright thofe fhining fkies ! 
How lovely Nature’s face! 

The groves and hills around me rife, 
Robed with celettial grace. 


I know them beautiful! 1 fee 
How beautiful they are ; 

I feel their beauty! yet, ah me! 
My bofom pines with care, 


In vain to me the vernal gale 
Difpenfes foft perfume, 

While thro’ the windings of the vale 
He flies from bloom to bloom, 


Can wit or gaiety impart 
Enjoyment to my breatt? 

I finile, e’en laugh; but, in my heart, 
My griefs are ill fupprefs’d. 


And what can tuneful numbers do ? 
Or the melodious {tring ? 

They can improve the fenfe of woe, 
And fharpen Sorrow’s fting. 





B’en when I would be gay, a figh 
Betrays my fecret care 
Be happy, ye whocan, for I 
Muit itruggle with defpair. 





Nor can I Nature blame; fhe made 
Me capable of joy : 

She gave me powers: and Fortune faid, 
Go, and thy powers employ. 


And I have known Delight; erewhile 
Have feen her beauty thine: 

And blefs’d with her endearing fmile, 
Have call’d the bleffing mine. 


Bear witnefs, every foft recefs 
That heard my vocal lay; 
And {cenes of focial happinefs, 

That I was truly gay. 


And bring the blifs of former days, 
O Memory !—the brings 
The fportive images : obeys, 
But, in obeying, ftings. 
The green-hill and th’ enamell’d plaiay 
Where blythe I us’d to range, 
How foft and lovely they remain! 
But I have fuff’red change. 


Of early friends untimely reft, 
‘They are the mould’ring clay! 
They fleep; and J, alas! am left 

More defolate than they. 


I envy you, ye filent dead, 
And your eternal fleep : 

Ye are from care and forrow fled; 
And I am left to weep. 


My joys are deaden’d; clouds inveft, 
And glooms involve my fkies ; 
And more t’ aifli€t my widow’d breaft, 


Soft images arife. 


I fee a lovely fcene with flowers, 
Vith grovesand verdure gays 

I haften to the blifsful bowers, 
Lur’d by the feitive lay. 


Soft melodies around, above, 
Breathe through the vocal airs 

And the long, liquid notes of love 
Soothe and fubdue defpair. 


[27 


And 


* This poem is a tranflation from the German, by the ingenious Mr. Proressor 


Ricwarpson, of Glafgow. 
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And now I quaff the cup of joy! 


The phantoms fly away ! 
Stay, ye tranfporting pleatures ! 
Will not the vilion itay? 


Wild waftes appear, and gloomy {kies, 
And pealing thunders roll ! F 

And tempefts—Oh ! what tempetts rife 
In my diftracted foul ! 


But let me fearch my fecret heart 5 
Perhaps,fome latent crime 

Hath planted there a deadly dart, 
And blafts me in my prime. 





why 





I am not guilty eracious God! 
I fay not Lam pure: 

And I would kils thy chaft’ning rod, 
And thy rebuke endure : 





tut that to guiltier men O Heaven ! 
Forgive my froward will—— 

To guiltier men than I is given 
Security from ill. 

Poor toiling fpirit! wilt thou yet 
Thus with thy griefs debate ? 

Be itill! be fenfelefs ! and fubmit 
To thy determin’d tate. 

O then, why ain I what l am? 
Why am | made to glow 

With ardour of extatic fiame, 
Yet be condemn’d ta woe? 

Rage on, ye ftorms! defcend, and down 
The tky with fury roll! 

And let the fiends of horror frown 
On mv devoted fou!.’’-———- 





Thus flow’d Abiran’s fecret woe, 
As thro’ a pathlefs glade, 

Un‘een, with fullen pace and flow 
ilis wayward footiiep itray’d : 

And deep into the devious w ood 
He urg’d his deiperate way, 

Where tavage rocks and groves exclude 
ihe fun’s enliv’ning ray * 


And fierce in his diflemper’d breaft 


‘The dire fuggeition rote : 
« The grave (lve cried) to the diftrefs’d, 
‘The grave will give repofe.’’ 
He paus’d; his cheek grew wan; his eye 
With wild dittraction glar’d: 
Lic rais’d the gkaming poniard high ; 
Che trantic befom bar’d. 





Inftant, athwart th’ incumbent gloom 
A tlood of ight appear’e: 

"The grovewas till’d with foft perfume: 
A tudden veice was heard! 

A gentle voice ! gentler than gales 
‘Phat wave their mutky wings 

In Aden’s aromatic vales, 
Ox by Daphuaan iprings. 

«* Attend, thou plaintive fonof earth ? 
Yield to the wiilot heaven :— 

To me, appointed at thy birth, 
The pious charge was given, 


To Suard thee from th’ infidious wile 


And craft of vicious caré 3 

The Syren fong that would beguile, 
r ’ 7) P 
bhe imile that would enfuare : 
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Nor lefs to guide thy recklefs way 
From thole fequefter’d bowers, 

Where melancholy would betray, 
And blait thy growing powers. 


Spirits of fineft texture, oft 
Are by her tighs deceiv’d ; 
And by her air and accent foft, 
Of inward peace bereay’d. 


Fly then from her receffes, fly ! 
The gales that gently blow 

In fancied fympathy reply 
Harmonious-to thy woe. 


The turtle cooing in the dale, 
Wiil with thy grief accord : 
And the deep umbrage of the vale 

Congenial glooms afford. 


Nor feek, with fruitlefs toil, to learn, 
Why virtue fuffers pain. 

Cantt thou the lightning’s path difcerm 
The lightning’s fury rein ? 





In earthly frame pentand confin’d, 
How can thy foul pretend 

The conduct of th’ Almighty mind 
‘TY’ arraign or comprehend? 


If in the Lybian defert wide, 
To flake the lion’s thirft, 

E’en from the rock’s reluctant fides 
fe bids the tountain burit : 


Their ruddy harveft bear, 


he Father of mankind! he fees, 
Nor difregards thy care. 


And bids, for wild-birds, lofty treee 
1 


Nor fruitlefs are the ftorms of woe 
To the progretlive mind : 

For they give vigour, aad to glow 
With energy retin’d. 

Obferve how winds and beating rains, 
Drench and detorm the dale; 

And how the hufbandman complains, 
And how the thepherds wail. 


But when the rains are blown away, 
Behold ! a thoutand dyes, ; 

And flowers and fruit, and verdure gay; 
In every ficid ariic. : 


May to yourgrict be given.’’ 





EPIGRAMM E, 
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LITERARY REVIEW. 


ARTICLE XLII. 
vi WO Dialogues concerning the Manner of writing Hiftory. From the French of 


the Abbé de Mably, 


THE prefent age may, perhaps, 
juftly be ftyled the age of hiftory 
writing; every work, therefore, which 
treats of this favourite ftudy feems to 
infure fuccefs from its being /eafonable. 
‘The dialogues, however, before us 
have a claim likewife to public notice 
from their merit. 

It is to be lamented that the Abbé 
Mably did not publith his book fome 
years ago, as it might have been very 
ferviceable to many of the adventurers 
in this walk of literature. It would 
have taught them the wide difference 
between the mere relater of faéts, and 
the genuine hiftorian.  - 

The Abbé is well known among the 
literati of France, as the author of 
Obfervations on the Greeks and Romans— 
Conferences of Phocion— Public Furif- 
prudence of the European States—and 
feveral other produ¢tions. In all he 
difcovers the moft admirable philofo- 
phy, the moft accurate knowledge of 
mankind, and the niceft tafte, combined 
and animated by a clear head and a 
virtuous heart. 

‘Thefe dialogues may juftly be con- 
fidered as one of his moft mafterly per- 
formances. ‘The method is clear, the 
ideas are generally juit, and very fre- 
guently new. With the form we are 
notfo well pleafed. It isa relation, 
in the platonic manner, of a conference 
which paffed between the author and 
two philofophical friends, on the manner 
of writing Hisrory. 

This fubject has been feldom treated, 
Our ingenious countryman Mr, Hay- 
ley, a few years ago favoured the lite- 
rary world with aw effay ox Hiflory, m- 
f{cribed to Mr. Gibbon, which has been 
received with merited applaufe. In the 
following critique, we fhall prefent our 
readers with the chara¢ters of the 
hiftorians, as they are drawn by the 
profe writer and the poet. 

‘The firft dialogue treats of the dif- 
Loxp. Mace Feb. i784. 
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ferent kinds of hiftory; of the ftudies, 
which are the neceflary preparatives for 
writing it. General and univerfal 
hiftories. 


The dialogue is between Cidamon, 
Theodofius, and Eugenius. After the 
introduction, Eugenius thus explains 
the duty of an hiftorian, and the re- 
quifites which are neceflary to render 
him equal to the taik which he affumes : 


“ The hiftorian, like the poet and the orator, 
muft be dorm; not made. ‘The genius which 
mutt form them is the gift ot nature, and can- 
not {pring alone from education. If, when pe- 
rufing the writings of the great hiftorians, you 
have not felt that fomething like a {pirit of emu- 
lation began to take poiletfion of your mind; 
it the paintings of Livy, of Sailutt, and of ‘Pa- 
citus have not infpired you with enthufiafm, t 
fhould not (and I hope Cidamon will forgive me 
when I ditter from him in opinion) I fhould net 
then advite you to undertake the tatk of an hiite- 
rian; becaule, notwithftandiag that your abili- 
ties would fupport you throughout a work of 
elegance, and even force of reafoning, you mutt 
prove incapable of imparting to it that life which 
can alone render it as ufetul as agreeable. 

‘* Granting that you were born an hiftorian, 
no perion can know better than yourfelt what 
kind of hiitory you ought to write. Recolleét 
what particular ideas have made the greatett im- 
pretlion upon your mind whilit you read over the 
accomplithed models of the art. It, for exam- 
ple, you have naturally, and, asit were by in- 
itinct, rivetted your whole attcution upon the 
particular details of Livy, which ferveto unrave! 
and exhibitin a ftriking form the genius of the 
Romans; if the delfcription of the laws has 
powerlully engaged your notice; and if the pic- 
ture of revolutions, which intervened amidft the 
government of the republic, has thrown you 
into a train of ferious and deep reflections, you 
may relinguith ali diffidence and diftruft of the 
fuccefzful vigour of your talents, and enter ypon 
a general hiftory. Have no circumfances at 
fected you fo much as the wars of the Romans, 
their military diicipline, and the achievements 
of their confiils? Then, write oaly the hiftory 
of fome memorable war, which inay have changed 
the fortune of the contending itates. Ii, more 
intereited by the various workings ot the human 
heart, you have particularly contemplated the 
paifions, the vices, and the virtues of thofe men 
whofe conduct or whofe adminiftration has been 
explained to you, tread in the tteps of Plutarch, 
and ftrive to enlighten and to amend us by pre- 
fenting to us the faithful portraits of diitinguiih- 
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ed charatters, whofe abilities have done honour 
to humanity, and whofe lives we fhould confi- 
der as an initruétive leffon to us for ever. 

‘* Different kinds of hiftory require different 

talents and perceptions. Confult your ftrength 
(is the advice of Horace and Boileau to young 
pocts) and do not ftrive to raife a load, the weight 
of which you have not power to fupport. This 
advice applies with equal force to all writers 
whatfoever; nor is it poffible too ftritly to avoid 
forming fuch a judgement concerning the pro- 
priety of undertaking any work, as muft arife 
merely from our ideas of the importance and 
the dignity of the fubject. Lect us rigidly exa- 
mine into the nature and the force of our abi- 
lities, and always fear that thefe may be exag- 
gerated by our vanity. If Anacrcon and Ca- 
tullus, yielding to the di€tates of an abfurd and 
arrogant opinion of themfelves, had difdained to 
pay the leaft attention to thofe agreeable trifles 
which have not merely amufed but covered them 
with the brilliancy of poetical reputation, and 
tried to blow the trumpet of Calliope, and wield 
the dagger of Melpomene, they muft have made 
themfelves the objects of contempt and ridicule. 
A fimilar reflection is not lefs applicable to hiito- 
rians.s What a fund ef knowledge, what a di- 
verfity of talents, of which neither Tacitus nor 
Salluft ftood in need, was requifite for Livy! 
Amidft the annals of hittory, an immenfe mul- 
titude of characters arife, of which the refem- 
blance can only be marked out by different pen- 
cils, and by different colours. Following the 
Romans through all their progrefs, and all their 
revolutions, Livy muft lay open the variety of 
caufes and conne@tions. ‘To attraét the reader, 
he mutt paint all the paffions, and, in fucceifion, 
the virtues or the vices which have either ele- 
vated or deftroyed the grandeur of the Romans. 
You perceive, then, “Fheodofius! that this vaft 
genius, which embraces every object, was not 
neceflary to Salluft, in order that he might per- 
fectly defcribe the confpiracy of Catilinc and the 
war of Jugurtha. 

** I might obferve as much of Tacitus, who, 
having excelled in pourtraying the dark pafftons 
of Tiberius, the inbecility of Claudius, the 
wickednefls of Nero, the intrigues of the free- 
men who governed, and the bafenefs of a fenate 
either yielding to the impulle oi tear, or facri- 
ficing their talents and their virtues to obtain 
the favour of their prince, would not, perhaps, 
have difcovered the tecret fprings which worked 
upom the circumttances that introduced the va- 
rious fortunes of the Romans, fince he feems to 
have been deititute of the leait forelfight of their 
ruin, which was prepared and abfolutely an- 
nounced by the defpotiim of the fucceflors of 
Auguitus. Concerning Plutarch, Lb cau venture 
to pronounce opinions much more decitive. He 
is a perfect pattern of hittoric writing when the 
fubject of his labours ftands contined folely to 
the life of fome illuftrious perfon. He always 
paints the man and hero in the fame moment. 
He places before our eyes, he diflects and lays 
open for us his very foul; he unravels all thofe 
intricate emotions which pufh it into action; 
and he lights up within us the love of whatfoever 
has aclaim to praife, and is at once beautiful 
and fublime. Yet, this hiftosian, whofe equal 
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we, perhaps, fhall never fee, moft certainly, had 
not abilities and genius fufficient to have ena- 
bled him to write a general hiftory of Greece. 
In the whole body of fociety, the paffions have 
a kind of play, a progrefs, and thofe varicties 
of caprice which are more difficult to follow ; 
and which he does not conftantly develop with 
equal penetration and fagacity- ‘There is great 
reafon to imagine that, for want of the affift- 
ance of certain principles of natural and political 
law, he would not have enjoyed the power of 
entering upon, and proceeding, with a pre-emi- 
nence like that of Thucydides, through the re- 
cital ot either the war of Peleponefus, or fome 
memorable incident of a fimilar complexion. 

*« And, here, Theodofius! let us paufe a mo- 
ment. Previous to our remarks concerning 
thofe different kinds of hiftory which call, of 
courte, tor different abilities, permit me to take 
the liberty of afking you whether you have cn- 
gaged in the preparatory ftudies with which no 
excellent hiftorian can poilibly difpenfe? Have 
you turned your clofe attention to natural law ? 
If you have not traced out the origin of public 
power in fociety, and the duties of man in his 
capacity of citizen and magiftrate; if you re- 
main ignorant of the reciprocal laws and duties 
of nations towards each other, acquaint me by 
what rule you mean to form a judgement of ci- 
ther the juitice or the injuftice of thofe enter- 
prizes which you felect as fubjects for your hit- 
tory- If an inteftine broil thould break out 
within the ftate, between the monarch and his 
people, you mutt, if not endued with this im- 
portant knowledge, decide upon it in complai- 
{ance to vulgar prejudices; and favourite errors 
would prefs upon your mind with all the force 
ot an eftablifhed truth. You would tell us, 
with Father Orleans, that, when we confider 
the power of the Kings of England, we difcover 
that none is more abjolute and more arbitrary, be- 
caufe it is founded upon the right of conqueft. 
From this firit abfurdity, reduced to principle, 
is it not natural that a falfe, ridiculous, and dan- 
geious doctrine fhould {pread itfelf through all 
the pages of your hiftery. You will difgutt ail 
readers of enlightened underftandings, whether 
they contider you as practifing the abject arts 
of flattery, or loft in ignorance. All others you 
would deceive: and hiftory, which Cicero 
ftiles Magiftra Vite, would lead us into thofe 
errors which it fhould teach us to avoid. ‘To 
readers poflefled of little penetration (and, under 
this clais, may we rank at leait the generality 
of mankind) you would become the more a dan- 
gerous guide, as having written in a pleating ftile, 
and fcattered through your hiitory fome coin- 
mon-place semarks concerning willing and do- 
meitic manners. [ call them trifling and de- 
meitic; becauic, without the aid of natural law, 
it is not poffible to mite ta fuch a point as to dil- 
cover what are the duties of a citizen, and a 
magiitrate ; and what thofe great and finifhed 
virtues of which the name is fcarcely known to 
us, and which we are almoit accuitemed to con- 
fider aschimeras. Indeed, Theodoiius! it is a 
fhameful wafte of time fo to write Hittory as to 
convert it into poifon: like Strada, who, facri- 
ficing the dignity of the Low-Countries to that 
of the court of Spain, invites their natives to a 
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ftate of flavery; and thus makes preparations 
for the progrefs and the eftablifhment of defpo- 
tifm. Could we 7 upoa this hiftorian, we 
fhould conceive that Philip the Second enjoyed 
an actual right to trample under foot all ancient 
Jaws, all treaties, and all conventions with his 
fubjects, becaule he held his crown from GOD! 
Thus, did this dangerous cafuift fentence the 
Low Countries to bear with patience the de- 
ftruction of their privileges, and the moft bar- 
barous oppreffion, rather than plunge into the 
guilt of facrilegious ditobedience ? 

** I know not whether I am miftaken; but 
it appears to me that, either to this_ignorance 
of natural law, or to the abject difpofition of the 
majority of the hiftorians of the prelent age, 
which, driving them into a rebellion againft 
the feelings of their confcience, has forced them 
to flatter princes, we owe the difgufting infipidity 
of their writings. Why is Grotius fuperior to 
fuch authors as thefe? Becaufe he has invefti- 
gated to their loweft depth the laws and duties 
of fociety ; and, therefore, do we trace in him 
the elevation and the energy of the ancients. 1 
feize with eagernefs; I could devour his Hittory 
of the Low-Countrics; whilft the work of 
Strada, whofe abilitics were, probably, more 
equal to the power of entering into tine relations, 
is always dropping from my hands. Let me 
give you another example, trom Buchanan, of 
the forcible effect of that ftudy conceraing which 
1 am now {peaking to yous An attentive and 
well digefted perufal of his learned and faga- 
cious production, intituled De jure regis apud 
Scotcs, will not leave us in the leaft furpiized 
that this writer (the only perfon amongtt his con- 
temporaries who knew how to think, as Locke 
has fince thought, and, doubtleis, in imitation 
ot Buchanan) should have compofed an_hittory 
which preties forward with that air of grandeur, 
liberality, and elevation which eafily inclines us 
to excufe thofe defects 0: order and congruity 
with which, otherwife, we might reproach him. 

** To this itudy of the natural muit we join 
that of the politicallaw. But, give me leave to 
obferve to you that the political law is abfolutely 
twofold. It firft arifes upon the bafis of thofe 
Jaws which nature has ettablifhed in order to 
procure for human-kind that happinefs of which 
ihe renders them fufceptible. ‘Thefe laws are, 
Like herfelf, invariable; and fortunate would it 
have proved for all the world, if they had been 
religioufly obeyed. The fecond political law 
originates from thofe paffions which have feduced 
our reafon; and the truits of this law are merely 
tranfient advantages, too often fubject to a va- 
riety of painful and unfortunate interruptions. 
It is necetiary, at the outfet, to examine into 
the principles ot the firft law, which will ferve 
us as the ftandard by which we may dilcover 
what ftates are either more or jefs removed from 


that point of confummation which it becomes 


them to endeavour to obtain. But, this deve- 
lopement will elude our fearch, unleis we deeply 
ftudy the various emotions of the human heart, 
and obferve with ftri€teit care the manner in 
which we feel ourfelves affected by the objects 
that furround us. This ftudy is too difficult and 
tedious to infpire us with hee of making in 
it a fuccefsful and extenfive progreis, unlefs we 
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borrow fuccours from the philofophers of a former 
age. In their writings, we fhall perceive what 
is the happinefs to which it certainly behoves 
us to afpire. We fhail difcover the nature of 
thofe means by which the moft enlightened law- 
givers have ftriven to eftablifh this happinefs in 
their republics.’’ 

A little further he obferves, that ** the tafte- 
lefs hifterian is either a pedant, eager to throw 
out his ftock of erudition in all its pompous co- 
lourings, and fearful left a fingle thought thould 
not come forward to difplay dts luttre ; or one of 
thofe ignorant philofophers whom we perpetually 
meet with, and who do not fuffer any opportu- 
nity to efcape them of making tedious remarks 
cn obvious and common truths. But, I allude, 
Théodofius ! to a Thucydides, a Xenophon, a 
Livy, a Salluft, and a Tacitus: and I aik for 
fuch hiftorians as thefe, who knew the human 
heart; were not ftrangers to the nature of the 
pailions ; and pofletied too elevated and properly 
reftrained a genius to mifapply their powerful 
and enlightened talents. My hittorian, Theo- 
dofivs! mutt be thoroughly capable ot compoting 
a treatife on either moral, political, or aatural 
law. But, upon this treatif: do I pofitively for- 
bid him to enter. Let him remain fatisfied 
with giving to an intelligent reader the mate- 
rials. The prefent point is not to determine 
with what fagucity, what temperance and art an 
hiftorian oyght fo to avail himfelf of his philo- 
fophy as not to fatigue whilft he endeavours to 
inttruét. We fhall reach this, if you defire it, 
in the fequel. Permit me, now, to expatiate 
{till more concerning that preliminary knowledge 
fo indifpenfibly requifite for an hiftorian who 
wifhes to become the author of a ferviceabl¢ 
work. 

“¢ To underftand this political fyftem of the 
paffions refpe€ting which I have already fpoken, 
we mutt itudy their play, their motions, their 
prosrefs and each of their peculiar characters. 
We muft learn how they unite together; how, 
mutually, they affiit each other; low they in- 
termingle ; how, in fome meafure, they avail 
themfelves of their refpeétive workings; and 
how, at times, they lie concealed, in order to 
burft forth with a redoubled vigour! In confe- 
quence of this fludy, do we difcover that the 
prefent is pregnant with the future; and that 
even the flighteft abufes may prove the feeds of 
the moft pernicious diforders, Ail good minds 
will become wedded to the opinions of hiftorians 
like thefe whom I have clatfed under my own 
defcription: hiftorians who will not entertain 
the moft diftant idea of intruding themfelves 
upon you with thofe infipid and dull reflections 
that betray the man, who, looking only at the fu- 
periicies of things, is aftonifhed at events which 
mutt neceffarily have come to pafs.”’ 

Let us now hear the elegant and 
animated Hayley, in his third epiitle, 
where he thus defcribes the chara¢ter of 
the accomplifhed hiitorian, the laws 
ef niftory, the ftyle and importance of 
chifing a fuitable fubjett: - 


‘* Far other views the liberal Genius fire, 
Whofe toils to pure hiftoric praife afpire ; 
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Nor Moderation’s dupe, nor Fa¢tion’s brave, 
Nor Guijlt’s apologiit, nor Flattery’s flave : 
Wife, but not cunning; temperate, not cold; 
Servant of Truth, and in that fervice bold; 
Free from all bias, fave that juft controul 
By which mild Nature fways the manly foul, 
And Reafon’s philanthrophic fpirit draws 
‘To Virtue’s intere%, and Freedom’s caufe; 
T hote great ennoblers of the human name, 
Pure tprings af power, of happinefs, and fame ! 
‘To teach their influence and {pread their fway! 
The jutt hiftorian winds his toilfome way ; 
From filent darknefs, creeping o’er the earth, 
KeJeems the finking trace ot ufeful worth ; 
In Vice’sbofom marks the iatent thorn, 
And brands that public peft with public fcorn. 
A lively teacher in a moral fchoo!! 
in that great office fteady, clear, and cool! 
Pleas’d to promote the welfare of mankind, 
And.by informing meliorate the mind! 
Such the bright tafk committed to his care! 
Boundlets its ufe; but its completion rare. 
** Critics have faid * Tho’ high th’ hittorian’s 
charge, 
His law’s as fimple as his province large ; 
‘Two obvious rules enfure his full fuccefs— 
To fpeak no falfehood ; and no truth fupprefs: 
Ait mutt to other works a luftre lend, 
But Hiltory pleates, howfoe’er its penn’d.’ 
** Te may in ruder periods; but in thofe, 
Where all the luxury of learning flows, 
‘lo Truth’s plain fare no palate will fubmit, 
Each reader grows an epicure in wit; 
And Knowledge muit his nicer tafte beguile 
With all the poignant charms of attic ftyle, 
The curious icholar, in his judgement choice, 
Expects no common notes from Hiitory’s voice; 
Bur all the tones that all the pafiions fuit, 
From the bold trumpet to the tender lute : 
Yetif thro’ Mufic’s fcale her voice fhould range, 
Now high, now low, with many a pleafing change, 
Grace nuit thro’ every variation glide, 
In every movement Majetty pretide : 
With eafe not carelefs, though correct not cold ; 
Soft without languor, without harfhnefs bold. 
*« Though Affectation can all works debafe, 
Tn language, as in life, the bane of grace ! 
Regarded ever with a icorntul mile, 
She moit is centur’d in th’ Hiittoric ftylg: 
Wet her infinuating power is fuch, 
Note’en the Greeks efeap’d her baleful touch; 
And hence th’ unutter’d fpcech, and long ha- 
rangue, 
Too ott, tike weights, on ancient ftory hang. 
Lets tond pt labour, modern pens devile 
Affected beauties of interior fize ; 
They in a narrower compafs boldly ftrike 
The tancied portrait, with no feature like; 
And Nature’s fimple colouring vainly quit, 
To boatt the brilliant glare of fading wit. 
Thole works alone may that bleit fate expec 
‘To hve thro’ time, unconfcjous of neglect, 
That catch, if ipsinging trom no tordid fource, 
The cafe ot Nature, and of Truth the turce, 
**But not e’en Truth, with bright expreffion 
rac’d, 
Nor all Defcription’s powers, in lucid erder plac’d, 
Not even thefe a fond regard engage, 
Or bind attention to th’ Hiftoric page, 
If diftant tribes cormpofe th’ ill-chofen theme, 
Whole favage virtues wake no warm eftecm ; 





Where Faith and Valour fpring from Honour’s 


grave, 


Only to form th’ affaffin and the flave.’’ 


The Abbé then very ably and very 
largely infifts on the neceflity of the 
knowledge of the paflions, in order to 
form a complete hiftorian. His argu- 
ments are interfperfed with commenda- 
tions on Livy, Salluft, ‘Tacitus, and 
‘Thucydides, and cenfures on Voltaire. 

‘The following is his character of 
Livy, and his opinicns of the times in 
which he wrote: 

«« Even at the firft glance upon the defign of 
Livy, at the commencement ot his hiftory, may 
we form a judgement of that plan which it ts 
the duty of the writer of a general hittory to 
purfue. Without facrificing our attention (ob- 
lerves this author) to the fables with which our 
anceitors, untutored and fuperftitious, imagined 
that they could caft a brighter huftie upon their 
origin, let us Jimit our relearches to an acquire- 
ment of the knowledge of the manners, of the 
laws whether civil or military, and of thofe il- 
luftrious men who have extended the empire of 
the republic over the whole world; let us exa- 
mine how our profperity has deluded and con- 
ducted us to that fatal point where, finking un- 
derneath the weight ot our avarice and ambition, 
we have loft even the power which is neceflary 
to correct and to amend us. 

‘* In my opinion, the plan of Livy embraces 
all which any confcionable reader is entitled to 
expect from an hittorian, What can he defire 
more? ‘To neglect a fingle one of thefe objects 
were to deprive hiflory of its intereiting force, 
and, in fact, to cover it with obfcurities. If ne 
previous clucidations concerning the nature of 
public morals, and thofe laws which form a po- 
litical conititution are placed before me, in vajn 
do you fupply me with a ftate of facts which 
ought, certainly, to be made known. I cannot 
unravel their caufes; and I mutt attribute the 
fuccefs by which they were accompanied - 
to the men invefted with the chief command. 
mutt believe that chance alone produced them, 
as, formerly, it produced Hannibal amongft the 
Carthaginians, and Charlemagne among{t the 
French; for both of thefe perfonages were pro- 
digies in their nation. Inttead of holding up 
betore me a large and finifhed piece, with a va- 
riety of fine refemblances, you fhew me (if I 
may he allowed the expreflion) a little and con, 
tracted portrait. I feel no intereft in attending 
to it; truth flies from my grafp ; and I no longer 
find within the page of hittory that inftruction 
which I endeavoured to derive from it. If, on 
the contrary, you make known to me the man- 
ners and the government of a republic, I perceive 
that the illuttrious men who til the fcene are 
the work of the Jaws, [ attach myfelf to that 
republic which has communicated to them its 
genius; the patlions of my mind grow more and 
more interefted; and my reafon becomes en- 
lightened, without an effort for the attainment 
ot additional information. Livy, to whom this 
truth was fully known (a truth of which I can- 
not mention my difcovery without acknowWledg- 
ing 
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ing the great pleafure that I have received from 
the perufal of his works) Livy follows with the 
utmoit care all the ettablifhments of the Ro- 
mans. He never pafles by in filence any of 
thofe laws which can effect an alteration in the 
iuterefts and the paffions of either the patricians 
or the people. I perceive, forming themfelver, 
as it were, under my own eyes, the morals, the 
habits, the manners, the cuftoms, and the pub- 
lic law of the republic. I difcover the mixture 
of the virtues and the vices which are at war 
againit each other, but with unequal force. Every 
citizen, who, by the coutagion or the purity of 
his example, either fhakes or ttrengthens the 
pillars of the conttitution, is brought before me, 
fo that, as far as | am able to reflect upon the 
tacts fubmitted to my judgement, I fee refulting 
trom them the prodigious fortune of the Romans. 
Some vices (for example, avarice and ambition) 
to the deftruction of which the laws were not 
equal, which generally obey the love of glory 
and of the country, but which, from time to 
time, ruih forward, as in fudden gufts, announce 
to mz what, one day, will prove their empire. 
I can foretell that they will feize on public pow- 
er, anc oblige freedom to give place to tyranny. 

*¢ A well-written general Hiftory will enable 
us to difcover, from the conduét of a people 
when they form themfelves into a collective 
body, and from the efforts which they make to 
reach the object of their views, in what manner 
they would enjoy their good fortune. Even 
amidft the reprefentation of this enjoyment, the 
bittorian thould enable me to predict the caufes 
ot their fall. Then, every thing becomes un- 
ravelled of its own accord; facts naturally arife 
from facts; and this it is which conftitutes, in 
general hittories, the art of preparing the mind 
tor the expected recital of the feveral events. 
The narrative which the hiftorian is not obliged 
to interrupt by neceflary elucidations runs for- 
ward with rapidity, is never languithing, and 
always draws the reader to its fide. But, this is 
too mush, Theodofius! to expect trom the au- 
thor who has not completed himtelt, by the ttu- 
dies concerning which I have fpoken, for the 
arduous taik ot writing hiftory. To fucceed, he 
mutt have long contemplated the nature ot his 
work; he muft have carefully dilcufled it 
through all its parts, and have acquired the 
power of comprehending the whole at the fingle 
glance vf an eye. 

‘* T am perfectly convinced that no nation 
pretents to us fo fine a picture as the Roman 
republic; but, let me befeech you to diftinguifh 
between the fubject-matter on which the hitto- 
rian labours, and the dexterity with which he 
manages and works it to its proper form. The 
Barbarians who laid the foundation of our mo- 
dern ttates were, certainly, as good as the ban- 
ditti to whom Romulus threw open an afylum. 
The one witnefled the deftruction of their power, 
before they had an opportunity of giving it fo- 
lidity and ftrength; and the others founded fe- 
veral ftates which ftill exift; and, true at leait to 
one principle of their primitive barbarifm, ima- 
gine, in the midft of pride and imbecility, that 
they fupply the world with a model for the moft 
pertect code of politics. Why are not fuch hiito- 
Fics interefting to the reader? Becaufe the wri- 
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ters have conftantly neglected to furnifh us with 
even the flighteft information concerning the 
manners, the cuftoms, and the public laws of 
thefe barbarians. Thus, am I doomed to follow 
in the track of an hiftorian who does not know 
himlelf the paths through which he wanders. 
Fatigue foon overpowers me, in the midit of 
thofe battles, thote wars, and thofe victories 
which he enumerates without once infinuating 
to what thefe fcenes of bloodithed and deftruction 
ultimately lead. If, for inttance, he had ex- 
plained to me the character of the army under 
Clovis, the fpirit of liberty which they brought 
trom Germany, and the fubmiitfion to flavery 
which they found amongf the Gauls, it feems 
probable that I thould have traced out, as the 
refult, the whole of what has happened, and 
that I fhould have marked the progreis of defpo- 
tifm in the one, and of fervitude in the others. 
I fhould, indeed, have placed but little value 
upon the nation the particulars of whole pro- 
ceedings were brought before me; but I mutt 
have admired the wifdom and the dexterity of 
the hiftorian. ‘hough notapproving, I, doubt- 
lefs, thould have pitied; and cven this interett- 
ing circumftance would have precluded me from 
fatigue. My underftanding would have become 
enlightened, aud, perhaps, I fhould not have 
felt lefs pleafure trom diicovering how a people 
can remain in an eternal infancy than from lay - 
ing open all the fecret fprings which affitted in 
the elevation of the Roman grandeur. 

** Recolle&t how Livy, at the commencement 
of his hittory, excites the curiofity of the reader, 
and challenges his attention. Res Romana que 
ab exiguis profeéta initiis, eo creverit, ut jam 
magnitudine laboret fua. 1 take a pleafure in 
coutidering and mealfuring that immenfe inter- 
val between Rome, in her intancy, and Romey 
the miftrefs of the world. On thefe accounts, 
I teel an intereft in every little occurrence 
which is related to me concerning Romulus 
and his fucceflors. Nothing as yet points out 
the primitia, the tirlt fruits of a great empire; 
but, fortunately for the Romans, Tarquin 
renders himfeit odious, and is expelled. The 
hiitorian awakens my attention and my cu- 
riolity by reminding me, that not unul the 
time of Tarquin would liberty prove io ¢ita- 
blithed as that the citizens thould ceafe to 
pervert it to an improper ufe. Thefe expref- 
fious prepare me for the grandeur and the fall 
of the Republic. Thefe are the great objects of 
my inyettigation. I read with eager ante 
the recital of the firft wars ot the Romans 
againtt the Aqui, the Volfci, the Tuicans, 
and the Samnites; and of the perpetual dif- 
fentions between the Patricians and the Ple- 
beianss Why? Becaufe I perceive a people 
who, amidft their enterprizes and their ikire 
miihes, apparently but of flight importances 
acquire great virtues and great talents, pre- 
pare themlelves for more elevated achieve- 
ments, and approach, however flowly, that 
point to which their manners, or rather their 
form of government, invite them. When you 
obferve the immenfe materials of a vaft editice 
collected all together, you will confider them 
with pleafure, hecaufe your imagination will 
anticipate what is to follow; will callu the 
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perfpective view of that magnificient palace for 
the cievation of which the great architects are 
aring. All this is applicable to the Roman 
Hitory, by Livy; and whenfoever, Theodofius ! 
you meet with readers who pretend that his firft 
decad is inferior to the rett, conclude that they 
are actually incapable of properly perufing 
hiftories: and that they cannot fee in the event 
before them the nature of that which is to follow. 
“« This unity of action and of intereft, fo 
ftrongly recommended to the Epic poet, if he 
means that we thould a¢tuaily become a kind of 
arties concerned in all the enterprizes of his 
oo is not lefs neceflary for the hiftorian: for 
it is founded even upon the nature of the human 
mind which cannot employ itfelf on feyeral ob- 
jects at the fame time, but muft divide its at- 
tention, and confequently feel a lefs animated 
impreilion, grow tired, perplexed, difgufted, and, 
at length, derive no benefit whatfoever from its 
application. Homer makes me interefted in the 
return of Ulyfles to Ithaca; and Virgil infpires 
me with an earneft anxiety for the eftablifhment 
of AEneas in Italy. They never torget that this 
is the great end of their poem, and, in order to 
rivet my attention they frequently recur to it. 
So, the hiftorian fhould never fuffer me to lofe 
fight of that point to which he “Ws promifed to 
conduc&t me. Then hiftory becomes a kind of 
epic poem. It proceeds to its great mark 
through thofe impediments which are oppofed 
againit it by paflions and the events of fortune. 
The Gauls in burning Rome, and Pyrrhus and 
Hannibal in Italy fupply the place of the mar- 
velious in Homer and in Virgil, and affect me 
mot lefs for the fate of the Romans than Juno 
and Neptune affect me for the fate ot Afneas and 
Ulyfies.’” 
Of Livy thus fpeaks Mr. Hayley, 
after mentioning Sallutt: 
«¢ Of mightier fpirit, of majeftic frame, 
With powers proportion’d to the Roman tame, 
When Rome’s fierce eagie his broad wings unturl’d, 
And thadow’d with his plumes the fubje¢t world, 
In bright pre-eminence that Greece mightown, 
Sublimer Li v y claims th’ hiftoric throne; 
With that rich eloquence, whofe golden liglit 
Brings the dull fcene diftinétly to the fight; 
That zeal forftruth, which intereft cannot bend, 
That fire, which Freedom ever gives her friend. 
Immortal artift of a work fupreme! 
Delighted Rome beheld, with proud efteem, 
Her own bright image, of Colofia! fize, 
From thy long toils in pureft marble rife. 
But envious Time, with a malignant ftroke, 
This facred ftatue into fragments broke ; 
In Lethe’s ftream its nobler portions funk, 
And left Futurity the wounded trunk. 
Yet, like the matchlefs, mutilated frame, 
To which great ANGE1Lo bequeath’d his name, 
This glorious ruin, in whofe ftrength we tind 
The fplendid vigour of the fculptor’s mind, 
In the fond eye of Admiration {till 
Rivals the finifh’d forms of modern fkill. 


The Abbé next to Livy defcribes 
Grotius, of whom he fpeaks in terms 
of high commendgtion. ‘Then Tacitus 
is brought forward, and his merits are 


pourtrayed with great accuracy. He 
feems to feel very nicely both his beau- 
ties and his errors. Then Daniel, 
Mezarai, Mariana, and Buchanan, and 
other hiftorians of various nations are 
examined. Among thefe the follow- 
ing admirable charatter is drawn for 
Herodian: 
_ “In my opinion, Herodian, one of the moft 
judicious hiftorians of antiquity, appears to 
have adopted the rule which is the fubjett of 
our remarks. You muft recolleét that he has 
chofen that celebrated epoch, when the mis- 
fortunes of the empire, kept back by fome 
good princes, from ‘Trajan down to Commodus, 
refumed their courfe with all the violence of 
a torrent of which the waters, in vain repreffed, 
break loofe and overfiow the banks intended 
to confine them. You will perceive Commodus 
embarraffled by the reputation of his father. 
You would even believe that this unprincipled 
mifcreant is ftruggling to efcape from his own 
wickednefs; but foon encouraged by the 
vices of his nation, this abominable montfter 
muft become regretted, like Nero, of whom he 
will have proved too much the imitator. Then 
it is that the military democracy which might 
have been forefeen, even in the time of Tiberius, 
arifes to its full excefs; for the legions begin to 
conclude that, as they conftitute the power of 
the empire, that empire is their property. The 
Praetorian Cohorts at length familvarite them- 
felves to thefe ambitious thoughts, and put the 
empire up at auétion. Stimulated by ‘their 
example, every army is determined to choofe 
and does, in fact, appoint) an Emperor, whe 
we may truly fay) is only fuffered to be their 
chief magiitrate. With what a happy brevity 
does Herodian relate thofe facts on which our 
modern hittorians would have lavifhed whole 
volumes, without conveying to their readers 
one particle of inftruétion! Amidft civil wars, 
I perceive fome traces of the ancient ideas, 
and the feeds of thote revolutions which are to 
follow the prefent diffentions. Severus, who, 
dreads Albinus, advances him to the empire, 
that he may gain time andopportunity, fr, te 
take away the life of Niger, and, mext, to turn 
upon Albinus, and deitroy Sim. It is foon after- 
wards imagined that the moft effectual means of 
fecuring the perfonal fafety of the Emperors are 
to divide the empire; and, therefore, Anto- 
ninus reigns with Geta. Macrinus, their fuc- 
ceflor, raifed his fon to the dignity of Czfary 
that he might make fure of the two armies. 
All this is calculated to inftruét me. I per- 
ceive that no art is in the policy of the paf- 
fions, except the art of conforming to cir- 
cumitances, and ef acting in obedience to their 
influence. I feel my-obligations to Herodian, 
for having prepared me to expect that revolution 
which muft, at length, bring forward a rival 
againft Rome, and convert the empire into two 
feparate and independent powers.”’ 

We do not recolleét that Mr. 
Hayley has mentioned this hifto- 
rian. ‘The Abbé next mentions Dr. 


Robertfon, 
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Robertfon, to whofe merit we do not 
think that he does juftice. He goes 
on with examining the plans proper for 
an univerfal hiftory: to which tafk he 
thinks no human talents are adequate. 
He likewife afferts that no hiftory can 
be at once agreeable and initructive, 
without /peeches. 'Thefe, however, he 
obferves, fhould be fubje¢t to the do- 
minion of rigid laws, the violation of 
which metamorphofes hiftory into de- 
clamation, 

«« When you write an hiftory, he fays to his 
friend, let me advife you to adapt the harangues 
of all the perfonages, not only to ¢Aeir characters, 
but to the character of the age in which they 
lived. This rule, prefcribed to the poets by the 
mafters of the art, fhould extend equally to 
hiftorians. Who could bear, in Thucydides, 
that Alcibiades and Nicias fhould both talk in 
the fame ftyle? In Salluft, we perceive that 
Marius, Czfar, and Cato exprefs themfelves in 


a manner intirely different from eachother. As 
to Livy, he feems actually to have made himfelf 


matter of the feveral and diftinét kinds of elo- — 


quence peculiar to each of thofe great men with 
whofe fpeeches he has enriched his work ; and, 
therefore, muft we place him (with Cicero) at 
the head of that {mall number of writers of ge- 
nius whole {tile perpetually maintains a juft afh- 
nity to the matter on which it is employed. In 
Livy, the fubject of either Philip or Antiochus 
would not — himfelf like the citizen of a 
republic of Greece. ‘The ancients carried this 
deiicacy to the moft fcrupulous extremes. If 
Thucydides puts into the mouth of Brafidas a 
more long and ornamented difcourfe than could 
have been expected from a Lacedemonian, he 
takes care to inform the reader that Bratidas fur- 
paffed in eloquence his fellow-citizens. ‘The 
indireé&t harangues (which are, indeed, almoit 
the fole harangues recurred to by the hittorians 
of this modern age) are, in their nature, gold 
and languifhing. ‘The ancients employ them 
very feldom ; and, then, only either when the 
gueftion turns upon affairs of lefs importance; 
or when it becomes requifite that the narrative 
fhould run on with more rapidity.’’ 

The fecond dialogue treats of par- 
ticular hiftories. Their requifite ob- 
jet, with obfervations on common 
rules for all kinds of hiftory. 

Our ingenious author fets out with 
explaining the duties of thofe who 
write particular hiftories, and of the 
fubjeéts proper for their choice. He 
illuftrates his precepts by fome excel- 
lent remarks on Xenophon, Cefar, 
Salluft, and Plutarch, in whofe praife 
he is lavifh. Cornelius Nepos, and 
Suetonius follow, and receive cen- 
fures, in terms at leaft as forcible as 
thofe in which the others were ce- 


lebrated, 


On Mr. Gibbon he feems unjuftly 
fevere, and on that account we fhall not 
affift in diffeminating his remarks, by 
tranfcription. Asa model, except in 
a few inftances, he .propofes Salluft. 
He then goes on: 


‘¢ Having offered to you a model worthy of 
imitation, let me put you upon your guard 
againft the expofition of the Hiultory of Charles 
the Twelfth, by Voltaire. What ufelefs re- 
marks! Remarks which no writer who is not 
grofsly ignorant would ever fuffer to efcape 
from him into public notice. Himfelf afto- 
nifhed at the information which he gives, he 
does not entertain a doubt but that the reader 
will be pleafed with him for his erudition. 
But, Voltaire will fuffer nothing to be loft, and 
throws about, with laviih hands, the whole 
—— of his knowledge. Yet, of what con- 
equence is it, when he tells me that Sweden has 
but two feafons; the winter and the fummer ? 
Where is the benefit which refults to me from 
his vague accounts of the barbarous laws and fa- 
vage mazners of the ancient Swedes? They had 
preferved an influence during the revolution under 
Guftavus Vafa; but they were not the points 
for difcuffion. in the Hiltory of Charles the 
Twelfth. He might have limited himfelf to the 
obfervations that the crown, hereditary from 
Vafa, and continuing fecure from the interven- 
tion of any wife precautions taken by the Swedes 
to check the progre!s of arbitrary power, became 
defpotic under the father of Charles the Twelfth; 
and that this prince, making an ill ufe of the 
divifions of his fubyects, in order to difgrace and 
vility.them, was, notwithitanding, unable totally 
to ftifle thatelevation, and that grandeur of the 
mind, for which they ttood indebted to the reign 
of Guftavus Adolphus. Inftead of that infigni- 
ficant defcription upon which Voltaire enters, 
you mufé perceive that he might have furnifhed 
his readers with a moft beautiful and intereiting 
detail, if he had forefeen that it ought to have 
ferved as the explanation of the caufes of events. 
‘* Unfortunately, Voltaire finifhed all his 
works before he found out what he actually 
meant to do; and what was the chief object 
of his literary and hiftorical purfuits. Have 
you mot been aftonifhed that an hiftorian who 
forgets to lay before you the real fituation of 
Sweden, and who not forefeeing that the ex- 
traordinary character of his hero muft caufe 
a revolution in the manners and the govern- 
ment of the Swedes, einploys his attention 
upon a prefent moment, fhould, afterwards, 
ona fudden, carry his refearches into a future 
moment; but only tocommita frefh fault? In 
fact, initead of painting, in his expofition, the 
Czar Peter the Firlt fuch as he as yet was 
when the war broke out, he reprefents him 
fuch as he appeared when difgraceful defeats 
(which, neverthelels, could not overwhelm 
him) had developed and thrown open all the 
refources of his genius. Hence arifes an em- 
barrafiment of which certain readers have not the 
leait perception but, which preties hard on thofe 
who are anxious rationally to account for differ- 
entevents. Atterfo extremely faulty an expofi- 
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tion, it were wrong to expect from this writer a 
reafonable hiftory, His hero would act without 
koowing for what caufe ; and the hiftorian would 
follow like a fool, in the track of a fool.’’ 

We muft now recommend our ju- 


dicious countryman’s chara¢ter of Vol- 


taire to the reader’s notice. It is too 
long to tranfcribe, but may be found 
in the fecond epittle of his delightful 
effay on Hiftory. . 

Impartiality muft decide in favour of 
Hayley. ‘Though it thould be con- 
fidered, however, that he fpeaks of him 
in general as an hiftorian, and that 
Mably only refers to his Charles XII. 

He then points out the defects in 
De Cerceau’s charaéter of Rienzi, with 
ability; and infifts very judicioufly on 
the advantages of order. Nothing nex, 
however, is ftarted; but he takes an op- 
portunity of fpeaking very flightingly 
of Hume’s Hiftory of the Stuarts, and 
Dr. Robertfon’s Hiftory of America. 
The former he reprefents as merely a 

feetch, and the latter as deficient in 
fome particulars, and in others re- 
dundant. 

The Hiftory of the Council of Trent, 
by Fra. Paolo, is mentioned with the 
praife it deferves. ‘The cenfures on 
Voltaire alfo, which fill the fucceeding 
pages, are properly introduced. ‘The 
ftrictures on Florus and Paterculus are 
ingenious. Almoft all the French 
hiitorians, except De Vertot, are cen- 
fured as well as our countrymen. ‘The 
ancients are exalted, and praifed with 
warmth, and their excellencies de- 
feribed with tafte and genius. We fhall 
tranfcribe the chara¢ter of one, and then 
conclude, It is that of our favourite 
Plutarch, as the Abbé paints, in two 
different parts of his fecond dialogue: 

«¢ We have, alfo, fome pieces of hiftory not 
defigned to bring before us a particular event, 
but only thofe celebrated men who have appear- 
ed in certain nations. © Such is the interefting ob- 
ject which Plutarch had in view; and this hifto- 
rian is the molt perfect model in the kind. He 
wants, indeed, fome of thofe great points of 
knowledge, concerning which 1] thall inceflantly 
{peak to you, becaufe they never were cither 
more rare or more neglected; ‘yet, 1 can grant 
my pardon for ay thing to an hittorian who has 
the fecret of gaining over my confidence and my 
triendfhip. It /xch a writer deceives me, it is 

becaufe lie a€tually was deceived himfelf. He 
would have fhewn me the truth, if it had not 
efcaped from his refearches. Befides, the poli- 


tical errors. of an. Qattorian will not prove either 
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extremely dangerous of extremely ferious in their 
confequences, provided that his moral fyftem 
fhould be at once irreprehenfible and correct. 
But, the fact is, that were you attentively to read 
Plutarch, you muft perceive that he puts arms 
into your hands with which you may contend 
againit him. Never does he ftart afide, or wan- 
der trom the road of nature. He dives into the 
abyts of the human heart; and, there, exploring 
all its fecret wimdings and recefles, he gets pof- 
fetlion, without efforts and without fubtilty, of 
the feeds of cither the virtues or of the vices. 
Never does he prefent to us fantaftic indivi- 
duals; like thofe untkilful hiftorians who ima- 
gine that they degrade their Aeroesy if, fome- 
times, they permit them to appear as mez. 
The heroes of Plutarch defcend, as it were, 
down to a level with myfelf, and excite in me 
cither an inclination or a temerity to foar up 
to them. What is the fecret power by which 
Plutarch at once pleafes and attra¢ts me? It 
is that he appears lefs inclined to inftruct me 
than merely to converfe with me. Befides, 
he only places in my view either great virtues 
or great talents; far different in this refpect, 
from thofe infipid hiftorians who have written 
fuch a multitude of volumes containing the 
lives of the illuitrious men of our modern 
times. They imagined that it was fufficient 
it their heroes pofletied high dignities (the bur 
then of which they had not either virtues or 
talents tu fupport) and they concluded that 
this elevation to honours and preterments mu/t 
render them, without the aid of any other 
advantage, intitled to the notice of poiterity. 
Shall I venture, upon this occafion, to truit 
you with my real fentiments? I think that 
our political conttitutions, by claffing the ci- 
tizens in different orders, have  ftraitened 
and confined their genius, and will not permit 
us to hope for another Plutarch.’’ 

Near the conclufion Mably fays: “ I fhould 
advife an hiftorian to choofe, atter having me- 
ditated upon his art by ftudying the great mo- 
dels, to choofe a fubject fuitable and adequate to 
his abilities. A general hiftory requires fuch a 
multitude of different talents that it were teme- 
rity to undertake it, unlefs an author telt within 
himfelf that happy facility of genius, which em- 
braces and draws together the richeit fources of 
knowledge, and poifetles the art of throwing them 
into the moft agreeable forms and points of view. 
Has not the hiftorian all thofe ftrokes of genius, 
all thole perfeétions of language and of {tile 
which are to render him perpetually equal to 
the matter concerning which he treats, and 
to fpread from page to page that enchanting 
variety, which futtains and animates the reader 
throughout the courfe of a long work? He 
may infirué?, but he cannot pleafe. It appears 
to me, that Thucydides, Salluft, and Tacitus 
would, in defpite of ali their merit, have proved 
tirefome in a generai hittory ot Greece and 
Rome. Their faculties feem infinitely lets flex- 
ible than thofe of Livy ; they appear to have pol- 
feffed a more decided character, and a manner 
from which they could not have feparated them- 
felves without loiing fome portion of their merit. 
The great man knows his limits and never at- 
tempts to run’beyond them. Having once ya 
tue 
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the fecrets of his art, in order that he may ex- 
send and guide his genius, he gives a loofe to 
its impulfe; and even amidft his errors we 
difcover graces, forthe fake of which the former 
receive our pardon. Such is Plutarch. Never 
did an hiftorian difplay more addrefs in chuting 
fubjeéts adapted to his talents and his genius. 
A noble fimplicity, which he confiders as in- 
fepatable from truth and folid worth, fecures 
to him the confidence, or rather the friendfhip 
of his readers. We imagine, not that we read 
his lives, but that we enter with him into fa- 
miliar converfation: and we aétually hear him. 
We forgive him; but, why do I fay torgive him? 
We thank him for the length of his reflections. 
He, fometimes, ftops me to inform me of things 
to which I believe that I fhould have recurred 
without his affiftance; but I perceive that I could 
not have exprefied myfelf fo ably as he has done, 
and I applaud myfelt for thinking like an hifto- 
rian whom I revere. We allow him his digref- 
fions, becaufe we are not impatient to arrive at 
the death of his hero, as at the clofe of a toilfome 
war, or acalamitous revolution. Itis extremely 
dangerous to attempt to imitate an hiftorian 
whole graces, if I may be allowed the expreffion, 
are always the next neighbours to fome defect.” 


We cannot withftand the temptation 
of prefenting our readers with Mr. 
Hayley’s elegant chara¢ter of this 
entertaining writer: 

‘¢ O bleft Biography! thy charms of yore 
Hiitoric truth to ftrong affection bore, 

And foft’ring Virtue gave thee as thy dower, 
Of both thy parents the attractive power; 


To win the heart, the wav’ring thought to fix, 
Ction mix. 
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Firft of thy votaries, peerlefs, and alone, 

Thy Prutarcu thines, by moral beauty kro vn: 
Enchanting fage! whofe living leffons teach, 
What heights of Virtue human efforts reach. 
‘Tho’ oft thy pen, eccentrically wild, 

Ramble, in Learning’s various maze begujl’d; 
Tho’ in thy ftyle no_ brilliant graces fhine, 
Nor the clear condu& of correct Defign, 

Thy every page is uniformly bright 

With mild Philaathropy’s diviner light. 

Of gentleft manners, as of mind elate, 

Thy happy genius had the glorious fate 

To regulate, with Wifdom’s foft controul, 

The ttrong ambition of a Trajyan’s foul.’® 


The fecond dialogue then concludes 
with fome rules for rendering hiftory 
alluring and delightful. , 

In thefe dialogues there will be found 
much amufement and much inftru@tion. 
But a want of order is continually 
apparent. The different merits of 
‘Tacitus, Livy, and Salluft are men- 
tioned largely, in feven or eight dif- 
ferent places, inftead of their characters 
being aise to ftrike the reader at one © 
view. This defe&t, for fuch it appears ° 
tous, feems to have its original, in 
fome meafure, from delivering thefe 
remarks in the form of dialogue. Of 
this fpecies of compofition we cannot 
approve, as, ix the prefent times, it can 
fcarcely be at the fame time natural 
and entertaining. 


Art. XLII. Le&ures on Rhetoric and the Belles Lettres. By Hugh Blair, D. D. 
one of the Minifters of the High Church, and Profeffor of Rhetoric and Belles Lettres 
in the University of Edinburgb, 4to. 2 Vols. Cadell, Creech, &c. : 

(Continued from Vol. I. p. 542+) 


THE extenfive utility of thefe va- 
luable le€tures renders any apology for 
the length of our account fuperiluous. 
It is our wifh to renderthe Literary Re- 
view at once entertainingand inftructive. 
‘inifling. works are confequently ex- 
cluded, in order to leave a greater 
fpace for thofe which attract notice 
by the importance of their fubjects, 
and the able manner in which they are 
executed. But torefume ourentertain- 
ing le@turer. Having confidered per- 
Jpicuity as it relates to the choice of 
words, he proceeds, in his XI. XII. and 
XIII. le€tures, to confider it as it re- 
lates to fentences. The properties moft 
effential to a perfeét fentence, he fays, 
feem to be the four following: clearnefs 
and precifion; unity; ftrength; and 
harmony. Each of thefe he illuftrates 
Lonp, Mac. Feb. 1724. 


feparately, at confiderable length, and 
with great accuracy. 

Having treated of perfpicuity, both 
in fingle words and fentences; and of 
ornament, as far as it arifes from a 
graceful, ftrong, or melodious con- 
itruétion of words, our author, in his 
14th leéture, proceeds to the con- 
fideration of figurative language, a ' 
fubject’ which he difcuffes at full _ 
length, and in a very entertaining aad 
inftructive manner. Sige, < 

He firft enquires, what is meant by’ . 
figures of fpeech; and then gives an ~ 
account of the. origin and nature of 
figures; principally of fuch as have 
their dependance on language, includ- 
ing that numerous tribe, which the 


rhetoricians call tropes. 
In his 15th, 16th, and 17th wens 
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he treats of fuch figures of fpeech as 
occur moft frequently, and require pe 
ticular attention, fuch as metaphor, 
hyperbole, perfonification, apoftrophe, 
comparifon, antithefis, &c.—In the 
18th and 19th lectures, he confiders the 
general charatters of ftyle, diffufe, con- 
cife, feeble, nervous, dry, plain, neat, 
elegant, flowery, fimple, affected, ve- 
hement, &c.-and gives directions for 
forming a proper ftyle. 

Our readers will be particularly 
pleafed with that part of the 19th lec- 
ture, wherein our author gives the cha- 
ratter of Tillotfon’s ftyle, of Sir Wil- 
liam Temple's, Addifon’s, Shaftefbu- 
ry’s, and Bolingbroke’s. The remain- 
ing le¢tures of the firft volume contain 
a critical examination of the ftyle of 


fome of Mr. Addifon’s papers in the 


Spectator, and of a paflage in Dean: 


Swift’s treatife, entitled, 4 Propofal for 
eorreing, improving, and. afcertaining the 
Englifh Tongue, in a letter addreffed to 
the Earl B Oxford, then Lord High 
’Treafurer. . Thefe lectures will proba- 
bly be confidered, and, indeed, deferve 
to be confidered, as one of the moft 
ufeful parts of our author’s work. He 
introduces them in the following 
manner: 


‘* T have infifted fully on the fubjeét 


of language and ftyle, both becanfe it 
is, in itfelf, of great importance, and: 
becaufe it is more capable of being 


afcertained by. precife rule, than feveral . 


other parts of compofition. A critical 
analyfis of the ftyle of fome good 
author will tend further to illaftrate the 
fubject; as it will faggeft obfervations 
which L have not had occafion to make, 
and will fhow, in the moft practical 
light, the. ufe of thofe which I have 
made, 

«¢ Mr. Addifon is the author whom 
I have chofen for this purpofe, The 
SpeCtator, of which his papers are the 
chief ornament, is.a book: which is in 


the hands of every one, and. which 
cfpnot be praifed too highly. The 
good fenfe, and good writing, the ufe- 
ful morality, and the admirable vein of 
humour which abound in it, render it 
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one of thofe ftandard books which have 

done the greateft honour to the Englith: 
nation. L have formerly given the 
general chara¢ter of Mr. Addifon’s ftyle 
and. manner, as natural and unaffected, 
eafy and polite, and full of thofe graces. 
which a flowery imagmation diffufes 


over writing. At the fame time,. 


though one of the moft beautiful 


writers. in the-language, he is not the: 


moft correét;. a circumftance which. 
renders his compofition the more proper 
to be the fubject of our prefent cri- 
ticifm.. The free and flowing manner 


of this amiable writer fometimes led: 


him into inaccuracies, which the more 
ftudied circumfpection and care of in- 
ferior writers have. taught them to 
avoid.. Remarking his beauties, there-- 
fore, which I fhall have frequent occa- 
fion to do as I proceed, I muft alfo 
pons out his negligences and defeéts.. 

ithout a free,.impartial difcuffion of 
both the faults and beauties - which 


eccur in-his compofition; it is evident, 


this. piece of criticifm. would be of no 
fervice: and, from the freedom which 
I ufe in.criticifing Mr. Addifon’s ftyle, 
none cam imagine, tliat I mean to de- 
preciate his writings, after having re- 
peatedly declared the high opinion 
which I entertainof them, . The beau- 
ties. of this. author are fo many, and 
the general character of his ftyle is fo 
elegant and ineftimable, that the mi- 
nute imperfeétions I fhall have occafion 
to point out, are but like thofe fpots 
in the fun, which may be difcovered by 
the affiftance of art, but which have 
no effect in obfcuring its luftre. It is, 
indeed, my judgement, that- what 
Quinttilian applies to Cicero, * Ile fe 

rofeciffe fciat, cui Cicero valde place-- 

it,’ may, with juftice, be applied to- 
Mr. Addifon; that to be highly pleafed: 
with his manner of writing is the cri- 
terion of one’s having acquired a good 
tafte in Englifh ftyle.’ 

In another article we fhalP give our 
readers a general view of what is con- 
tained in the fecond volume of this 
very ufeful and entertzining publica- 
tion, 
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Art. XLIV. The Philofophical TranfaRions of the Reyal Society of London, 
Vol. UXXIT. for the Year 1783. Part I. 4to. Lockyer Davis. 


THE. multiplicity of obje¢ts which 
have lately demanded our attention 
shas.prevented our taking earlier notice 
-of the public tranfa¢tions of this learned 
and refpectable body. ‘This number 
contains fixteen papers, of which we 
hall give an account in the order af- 
figned to them in the volume before us. 

I. A Letter from William Herfchell, 


Efy. F.R.S. to Sir Jofeph Banks, 


Bart. P. R. S. 

This letter we -prefented to our 
wreaders in the Magazine for December 
rlaft, page 506. 

Il. Ox the Diameter and Magnitude 
sof the Georgium Sidus; with a de- 
‘{cription of the dark and iueid difk 
cand periphery Micrometers. By Wil- 
diam Herfchell, Efg. F. R. S. 

{Read November 7, 1782.) 

‘Whatever relations of aftronomical 
lifcoveries proceed from the pen of 
‘Mr. Herfchel] muft be curious and 
anterefting. On this account we have 
‘tranfcribed this papet’ at full length, 
‘and propofe to infert in this work 
whatever particulars tran{pire. refpect- 


ing the Georgium Sidus. ‘This enter- 
taining and valuable paper will be 
found* in the Aftronomical depart- 
ment of our laft number. 

III. Cunclufion of the Experiments 
and Obfervaticns concerning the at- 
tractive Powers of the Mineral Acids. 
By Richard Kirwan, Efg. F. R. S. 

(Read Dec. 12, 1782.) 

On this paper we have .alfo givem 
remarks, with an account of its con- 
tents. We then beftowed ‘our fincere. 
applaufe on its author, who, as ‘a 
chemift and natural philofopher, muft 
yield the palm, perhaps, to none, for 
patience of inveftigation, and inge- 
nuity and accuracy, as dn experimenter. 
As afcholar, and a man of tafte in 

olite literature, he likewife ranks 
high. We wait with impatience for 
the further experiments which he feems 
to promife, in a note on this truly va- 
luable paper, the account of which will 
be found in our Magazine for Auguft 


Tait, page 143. 


(To be continued.) 


* Page 25° 


Art. XLV. Poems by big 


THESE poems, we are told, ina 


prefatory advertifement, are the pro- 


‘ductions of a fociety, who ftyle them- 


felves the Council of Parnaffus. Some 
of the pieces rank above the tical 
Arifles of the day. We thell fele& two 
er three, that our -teaders: may decide 
for themfelves: for the laft paragraph 
of the preface feems:to teach us to 
expect future numbers of this nature, 
if this {pecimen meets with approba- 
Tion. aes 


On reading Dr. BEATTIE’s ‘HERMIT *. 
“AH! when fhall Spring vifit the mouldering 


urn! ) [ grave,’ 
* Or when fhall day dawn on the night of the 
A fage to fet evening continued to mourn, 
On the fide of a hill, at the mouth of his cave; 
*Till thro’ the tall foreit the zephyrs that breathe, 
The nightingale’s fong on $ neighbouring fpray, 
The torrent that murmur’d his grotto beneath ; 
Soft dumber impos’d ’till the dawn of the day. 


Society ; comprehending original Pieces in the 
feveral:Walks of Poetry. 12mo. Nichols. 15. 


-?T was rapture that rofe on-his mind as he ’woke, 


He fung, and ¥ nightingale ¢eas’d to complain— 
Each gloomy idea his bofom forfook— 
The lark’s lofty notes were attun’d to his ftrain: 


€°Tis day! and the profpect is dreary no more, 


The thadows of night that envelop’d the view 
Are fled, and the fkies to religion reitore 
A pledge that the morning of life thall renew.” 
“Ss. C 1? 


SONNET to Dr. JOHNSON. 
«¢ JOHNSON! whofe art inftruéts ¥ poet's lyre, 
My Mufe enraptur’d hails thy fplendid page, 
Where ev’ry beauty, ev’ry grace confpire, 
And lofty Genius mix’d with judgement fage. 





'6¢ Still may } judgement guide ¥ improving aga, 


That genius ftill its noblett efforts raife ; 
Se thall no fcribbler urge the critic’s rage, 
No tuneful Mufe e’er mourn neglected lays, 


“< In vain would fons of Envy mock thy power, 
Lhe fame they feek defpife with wayward prides 
From thee they gain the flutter ofan hour, 
But for thy rays that little hour deny’d: 
As planets to that fun their luftre owe, 


Whele blaze obfcures the beam their borrow’d 
lights beftow. “ W, V. M”? 
2 la 


® The author of this flight addition had not previouily read a late edition, ia whigh the original 


gloomy tendency was very. clegandy obwated. 


‘ 
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- In fome of thefe poems, we find the 
name of Apollo. Why is he not fuffered 
toreft, and why did not this fociety chufe 
fome othertitle than the Council of Par- 
naffus? Parnaffus and Poetry are no 


Art. XLVI. 


longer allied, We with fuceefs to thefe 
meetings, as they may cherith talents, 
which might otherwift have been lof; 
but let their xame be changed. 


Remarks on the French and Englife Ladies, in a Series of Let- 


ters; inter{perfed with various Anecdotes, and additional Matter, arifing from the 


SubjeG. By Fobn Andrews, LL. D, 


8vo. Longman. 


(Concluded from Volume l. page 552.) 


WE have already given an account of 
the contents of the firft eight letters 
in this colleétion; we fhall now con- 
clude our review of thefe remarks, in 
which, if there be fometimes room for 
cenfure, there will be found more fire- 
quently opportunities for beitowing 
applaufe. . 

Lerrer IX. ‘* On the Difparity 
of Notions on Love and Marriage in 
France and in England.” 

This letter contains feveral juit ob- 
fervations, with refpect to the cuftoms 
of immuring. girls in nunneries, and 


_marrying them to men to whofe dif- 


pofitions and, fentiments they are per- 
fect ftrangers. 

‘The education of the female may 
not have been wholly neglected, but 
practice isrequifite, as well as theory, 
for a woman who is to become a wife, 


-amother, and the miftrefs of a family. 


Letrrer X. ** On the French Nun- 
nerics. Story of two young Ladies.” 

Dr. A.’s aécount of the French nun- 
neries is as follows : 

‘© J will begin by obferving that they. are 
amazingly numerous throughout all France; 
Paris alone contains feventy. 

‘© There are in that kingdom upwards .of 
fifteen thoufand monafteries and convents, of 
which about the half are appropriated to women. 

«« Diflertations without end have been made 
oo the utility and pee | of fuch foundations. 
Men of philofophic minds, who confider things 
merely as conducive to the temporal welfare of 
human iociety, univerfally agree in reprobating 
them as the peft of mankind, on the footing 
they have been during fo many centuries. 

‘* It cannot be denied, that moft of thefe infti- 
tutions had their birth in the ages. of ignorance 
and fuperitition: this alone, with many, is a 
fufficient argument to condemn them without 
hefitation. | 

** But as thefe ages have alfo produced fome 
eftablifhments beneficial to fociety, it were unjuft 
and rath to level one’s indignation promifcuoufly 
at whatever originated in thofe times. 

‘* Motives of piety and religion ‘were almoft 
always the caufes of their foundation: though 
men were very much mifguided ia general on 
theft oceafions, yet fometimes it happened that 
they acted very properly, and inftead otf -being 


cenfurable, were: truly the benefaétors of the 
public. 

‘¢ Among thofe few religious inftitutions that 
merit applaufe, the Trinitarians and Charitable 
Brethren, among the men, and the Urfulines 
and Charitable Sifters, among the women, are 
perhaps the only that ought to be retained, as of 
real utility co the ftate; weve all the others fup- 
pretled, without or with very little exception, it 
would be a highly merjtorious deed in thofe 
who could effect it. ' 

‘¢ Thofe two orders among the men_ have 
certainly a moft humane and laudable aim in 
view... The tirit.is.employed in the redemption 
ot thofe Chriftians who have been made cap> 
tives by the infidels, and are detained in flavery 
at Conitantinople, in Turkith Afia, and among 
the piratical ftates,on the coait of Barbary. 

‘¢ The employment of the Charitable Bre- 
thren is {till more fatiguing and laborious: their 
profeffion is to attend the fick: to this intent 
their convents are in fact hofpitals, wherein poor 
people, who are unable to take care of them- 
felves at home, receive gratis every help and 
comfort they can wifh for. This may truly be 
called Chriftian charity. j 

‘© The inftitute of the Charitable Sifters is 
formed precifely. on the model of the Charitable 
Brethren ; they perform the fame duties to th 
women which the others do to the men. ' 

** The generality of the other orders, both of 
men and women, might certainly be very well 
difpenfed with; they contribute to thin coun- 
tries of their inhabitants, without rendering them 
any feryice. which they might not have .done 
much better. by remaining in the world, . 

‘¢ If good policy militates againft the feclufion 
of men from publiclife, it certainly muft oppofe, 
with much more’ reafon, the incarceration of 
women. Ae a 

‘* Men; though pent up in folitude, may fill, 


in fome meafure, not be wholly loft to the ftate; | 


they often fpend their lives in {peculations, from 
which much benefit may be reaped: they: cul- 
tivate literature and the fciences. “Had it not 
been for the inhabitants of monafteries, during 
the Gothic ages; what would have ‘become of 
Greek and Roman learning? 

“* In this point of-view, the total extirpation 
of monaftics is not defirable. There are many 
individuals, of a folitary, contemplative difpoli- 
tion, who delight in itudy and in literary occt~ 
pations; and who may become very uféful mem, 
bers ofthe community, though they are not in- 
clined to mix in the buftle and bufinefs of adtive 
life. Witnefs our own univerfities of Oxford 
arid Cambridge. | 

** 4 moderate number of houfes for the recep- 
tion and maintenance of fuch -individuals.wil 
nevey: prejudice the itate, provided that a trict 
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-examination is made of the talents and preten- 


“convents and monaiteries ? 


fions of thofe who defire admittance. The two 
places lait mentioned are proofs of this, and may 


-ferve as no improper models. 


«¢ But nothing of this fort can be alledged in 
favour of thofe receptacles, wherein fo many wo- 
men are buried alive, and abfolutely loft to the 
world. . 

‘« The purpofes of their retreat from mankind 
are to dedicate their lives to prayer and pious 


.contemplations, and to avoid thofe temptations 
-to which they would have been expofed, had 


they remained in the world at large. 

‘¢ But who does not fee that if thefe argu- 
ments were valid, we ought all of us to fly to 
No perfon has a 
greater right to take refuge there than another. 
We are all bound to fubmit to the chances and 
.dangers accruing to morals from focial inter- 
-courfe: true virtue contitts in combating and 
overcoming them, and not in flying from a 
Scene of attion, wherein we are equally obliged 
to actour part with the reft of our tellow-crea- 
tures. 

** But let us not be deceived by falfe pre- 
tenccs. Motives of piety do often, undoubtedly, 
-conduct women into convents; but it is, on the 
other hand, no lefs indubitable that motives of 
another kind are powertully conducive in tend- 
-ing females to thete places. 

‘* Pride and avarice, thofe great perverters of 
human nature, operate moit forcibly in favour 
ot thefe inititutions. 

‘¢ When a noble family happens to multiply 
beyond the means it pofletles ot fettling its pro- 
geny in a ftate of grandeur and affluence, the 
firit idea that occurs, is to difpofe of the females 
in a convent. ! 

‘* Hence thofe places are fo plentifully ftocked 
-with unhappy young women of good tamilies, 
who, may with great propriety, be denominated 
the fupernumeraries of ambition. Their refi- 
dence in the world would neceffarily diminifh 
the fortunes of thoie who are deitined to remain 
in it, and to whole conveniency they are fo often 
jacriticed in the moft unrelenting manner. 

‘¢ It were not, perhaps, uncharitable to affert, 
that as many nuns are made among the great, 
from this bafe and mere worldly motive, as from 
wicws ot religion,’’ 

The ftory with which this letter 
concludes we fhall lay before our 
readers at length, in, the mifcellaneous 
maperupeat ot fome future Magazine. . 

eEvTER XI. * On the Education 
in French Nunneries.” The inha- 
bitants of nunneries, we are informed 
by the Doétor, are literally worfe than 
prifonets in England; for, befides their 
confinement, they are fubject to every 
cruelty which their fuperiors choofe 
to inilict. 

The age appoiated for a girl to take 
the weil is feurteén. ‘The nuns and 
aobefs pepeeseps to them in fplendid 
colours the enjoyimegts of a monaitic 


, 
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-retirement, and the horrors and dan 


to which the world may expofe them. 


‘So true is it, that companions in mis~ 


fortune are an alleviation. Thofe 
who are educated with a view of 
fpending their lives in a convent are 
eldom. fuffered to ftir out, but are 
ampleyed in reading books of devotion. 
r, Andrews difapproves of nun- 
neries in a very fenfible and rational 
manner, even as feminaries of educa- 
tion, and juftly condemns the idea of 
fecluding females from fociety. He 
confiders it as equally indefentible on 
every account, and ftarts fome very 
entertaining remarks on this fubjeét.. . 
Letrrer XII. ‘ On the various 
orders of Nuns eftablifhed in France.” 
This letter contains information, 
me fhall, therefore, extra¢t fome part 
of it: 


“ I fhail begin by obferving, as a general 
rule, that there is hardly a fpecies or denomina- 
tion of monks or friars that has not its coune 
terpart in fome female inftitution of the fame 
fort, allowing for the neceffary differences which 
mult, by the laws of decorum, take place be- 
tween the two fexes. 

‘¢ The moft ancient and moft numerous of 
female orders, is that of the Benedictine ladies, 
It is of equal date with the monks of the like 
appellation; which commenced in the middle 
of the fixth century in Italy. It {pread itfelf in 
a thort time over Europe, and is efteemed the 
richeit of any female order. There are many 
confiderable abbeys of thefe ladies in France, 
the principal income of which is held, in a man- 
ner of commendam, by ladies of the firft di- 
fiinlion, fometimes by princeifes of the blood 
royal. ‘? 
‘* Jn oppofition, as it were, to the Benedictine 
and other monaitic ladies, who enjoy large re- 
venues, and live in much elegance, there. is- an 
inititute of a nature eutirely different: its inten 
tion is not only to remove women out of public 
fociety, but to treat them in the moit mortiiying 
manner a penitential difpotition could have de- 
vited. r 
«© They are denied -every convenience and 
comfort of lite. The foftnefs and delicacy of 
the f:x, initead of being a protection from need- 
lets autterity, feems, on the. contrary, to have 
been contidered, by the fuperititious founders. of 
this unhappy order of females, as affording-an 
additional tacility in contriving ways and means 
to render their exiftence miferable, and to excite 
their fincereit withes tor a {peedy diffolution. 

“ Whoever is acquainted with the poor Clares, 
as they are very juttly denominated, will ac¢ 
knowledge this defeription tobe true. 

** Itis itrange that young innocent women, 
whoie morals are irreoroachable, fhould thus 
become the dup2 of religious zeal, or rather, in- 
deed, abluidicy, and shut themielyes up in houfes 

c 






















































a2 LITERARY REVIEW. 


of correftion, a3 it were, to do penance for of- 
dences which they never committed. 

«¢ But is it not more ftrange, that in a civi- 
lized country, in a polite nation, andin an en- 
lightened age, fuch extravagancies fhould not 
only be tolerated, but even encouraged, and held 
ut as meritorious to human nature, and hi 
acceptable to the deity ! 

“ The primitive feverity of this inftitution 
owas fo exceffive, that Pope Urban the Fifth, a 
anan of learning and humanity, thought it nc- 
ceflary to offer a mitigation to fuch of the nuns 
as would accept of it; which numbers did ac- 
cordingly, and have fince formed a particular 
branch of that orders but many {till adhere to 
their ancient ftriéinefs, to the furprife much 
gore than the edification of the fentible part af 
mankind. 

“¢ About two centuries ago, while France was 
torn by rivil diffentions, and the proteftant par- 
ty maintained its caufe with equal vigour and 
fuccefs, fome zealous monks and nuns of differ, 
ent orders took a determination to reform the 
abufes that had, through remiffnefs and the 
iniquity of the times, gained footing among 
them. 

«« This they did by way of atoningin fome 
yneafure for the general depravity of the age; 
and to fet an example to the world of a total de 
tachment trom thofe purfuits that were incon- 
fittent with a monaftic lite. 

«+ They entered: u this bufinefs with a 
warmth and earnettnels that aftonifhed their con- 
temporaries. They not only abftained from the 
eating of fieth, which is {till the praCtice jn aT 
convents, but they even refrained from the ufe 
ofwine: this latter regulation, however, did not 
Jaft, as it was found too much for nature to bear 
in the mid{ft of fo many other aufterities. 

** The nuns who have embraced this rigorous 
fyftem of reformation are called the Feullan- 
tines; and though not altogether fo ftrict a clajs 
as the poor Clares, are next noted for ther fe- 
verity of living. 

«« After laying before you the ridicule and ab- 
furdity of fome temale inititutions, we may now 
proceed to the review of others that are of be- 
nefit to fociety. 

“+ ] have in a preceding letter mentioned the 
charitable fitters; which is doubtiels a moit lau- 
dable and exemplary vocation, worthy of all pof- 
fible encouragement, and deferving ot the high- 
eft remuneration, if thofe who dedicate them- 
felves to it fought any other end than the con- 
{cientious difcharge ot the duties they have un- 
dertaken to perform, 

~4* To the praife of the French women, this 
inftitution is very much diffufed throughout the 

i m. There is no confiderable town with- 
but an hofpital; and there is hardly any hofpi- 
tal without fome of thefe worthy women to at- 
tend it. 

‘¢ Next in utility are the Urfulines, whofe 

effion is to teach at free coft the female chil- 
ren of the poorer fort. They alfo are very nu- 
merous and very defervedly reipected. 

* There arofe in France during the laft cen- 
tury, and in the reign of Lewis the Fourteenth, 
another inftitution equally beneficial. 

* Two houfes were founded for the reception 
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of women of ill fame. The one was for thofe 
whofe confinement was involuntary; the other 
for fuch as were defirous of withdrawing them- 
felves from their vicious courfes. They were 
both . y endowed and regulated, and have 
been found of effential fervice to the community. 
They have proved the happy means of faving from 
mifery and wretchednefs of every kind, a mul- 
titude of thofe inferior victims of proftitution, 
whofe lives are neceffarily a fcene of 

horrors, and whofe condition affords them no- 
thing but continual caufes of affliction and re- 
pentance. 

“ As the memory of individuals who have 
been ufeful to fociety is intitled to notice and 
refpect, it is not juft to pafs over in filencve the 
lady to whole piety and munificence the laft in- 
ftitution is owing. ‘This is more efpecially due 
to her, as her conduct on this occafion was at- 
tended by fome circumftances that render it pe- 
culiarly remarkable. 

** The name of this celebrated lady was Ma. 
dame de Miramion: the was of noble extraction, 
and had acquired great reputation in her youth 
by her beauty, virtue, and accomplifhments, 
She married into a very illuftrious family, and 
became a model of conjugal perfection. Her 
hufband dying while fhe was young, the was 
fought and courted by men of the firft rank and 
fafhion; but having previoufly determined never 
again to marry, their co ip and affiduities 
were ineffectual. 

‘¢ Among the many fuitors whem fhe refufed, 
was the famous Count Buffi Rabutin, fo well 
known by his wit, and his imprifonment in the 
Battile, tor the liberties he took in his writings 
with fome great perfonages in the court of Lewis 
the Fourteenth. 

** He had conceived a violent paffion for Ma- 
dame de Miramion. As fhe teftified no ap- 
probation of him, and repulfed his warmth with 
coldnefs and indifference, his pride overcame 
his reafon: he carried her off by main force, 
thinking thereby to exclude all his rivals, and to 
compel her to accept of his hand. But this a& 
of rafhnefs did not fucceed: fhe remained inex- 
orable; and he was obliged to relinguifh his 
prize. 

‘When fhe had delivered herfelf from this 
impetuous lover, fhe openly declared her refolu- 
tion to refit all folicitations of this nature; and 


‘to difcard all perfons who fhould addrefs her w 


that effect. 

«* She then made a vow of chaftity; and in- 
vited as many other ladies as fhe knew to be ¢hat 
ritably difpofed to co-operate with her, -and 
employ their fortune in relieving from diftrefs 
thofe unhappy young women who had beer 
guilty of leading an irregular life. She fought 
them out induftrioufly throughout all places, and 
commiffioned a variety of perfons to affift her in 
this pious work. Whenever fhe faw a comely 
young woman in want, fhe never failed to relieve 
and protect her; if inclined to marry, fhe made 
it her bufinefs to feek out a decent induftrious 
young man to be her hufband; and if willing to 
retire into a convent, fhe defrayed the expences 
required. 

** It was chiefly to beauty reduced to poverty 
that the cxicnded her cares ; knowing the —— 
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and ions to which young women who 
are handfome and indigent, naturally be 
more expofed than any others. 


«¢ In actions of this kind did this illuftrious 
lady expend her income, at a time of life when 
fo many others of her quality are plunged in gaie- 
ties and diffipation ; and while poffefied of beau- 
ties and attractions that rendered her an object 
ef attachment and admiration to ali who had 
the happinefs of her acquaintance. 

‘© A life and character of fuch exalted merit 
certainly deferves to be recorded,.for the example 
and imitation of the fair fex. 

‘¢ She has been copied by others.. I have 
heard of many pious ladies, who, like her,.have 
devoted themfelves to the fuccour of the beautiful. 
and unfortunate among their own fex; and who 
by their timely generofity have contributed to 
the fettlement, in a comfortable manner,. of 
many who poffibly might otherwife have pafled 
their lives in vice and fcandal. 

‘* We may difmifs the fubject, by obferving,. 
that, befides the convents,*and other foundations 
for the retirement or occupation of the fex, there 
are alfo in France other ways for women to 
difpofe of themfelves, more confiftent with their 
wifhes, and more advantageous to their intereft. 

*‘] mean thofe chapters of female canonefies, 
where young ladies of birth and intereft are ad- 
mitted to enjoy an elegant maintenance upon the 
moit agreeable footing imaginable; that of 
being confined no longer than they think pro- 
per, and of going or refiding abroad as: often as 
they judge it neceflary for the defigns they may 
have in view. 

“* They are not debarred any decent paftimes 
that young ladies can with for; and are at liberty 
toquit their abode and marry whenever they pleafe.. 
On changing their condition, however, they for- 
feit their prebend; which, as it appears. by this 
regulation, is either perpetual or temporary ac- 
cording to their own option.’” 

Lerrer XII. “ On the French: 
Devotees.” | 

Devotees are very numerous in 
France, as we are here informed. In 
Proteftant countries, women of this 


caft have few opportunities of fhowing 
their charaéter. In France, however, 
the numerous feftivals render the feafons 
for public difplays of religion very 
frequent. 

This is a very good letter. It con- 
tains found fenfe and entertainment. 
But we muft proceed. 

Letrrer XIV. ‘“ Examination of 
fome Opinions of the French concern- 
ing their Countrywomen. TheirIdeas 
of Royal Miftrefles. Madame de Main- 
tenon. Madame de Pompadour. Agnes 
Sorel. Influence and Power of the 
French Women. . When firft . intro- 
duced to Court. Progrefs of: Gallan- 
try. Difpofitiens of Men towards Wo-. 
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men, according to various Climates and 
Governments. Artifice and Cunnin 
of the French Women. Inftances of it.’” 

The royal miftreffes in France, it 
feems, are rarely favourites with the 
people. Among the few who have 
enjoyed popularity is Agnes Sorel; of 
whom our author gives a particulag 
defcription. 

Every gentleman in France has a 
favourite. ‘The omnipotence of the 
women feems  univerfally allowed. 
They are lively, ingenious, and cun- 
ning, and feldom fail imthe execution 


of any favourite project. 

In however high a ftyle the French 
may write about the gallantry of 
former times, the prefent fully equak 
any diftant period. : 

*¢ It is not three centuries (faye the Doétor} 
fince women were firft introduced to Court in 
France,.upon that free and ordinary footing they 
are at this day. The firlt monarch who, by his 
feitive difpofition, and love of pleafure,. invited 
them thither, was. Francis I.. . 

*¢ Before his time, the refort of the ladies ta 
Court was only occational ; fuch as a high fefti- 
val on account of the marriage or birth of fome 
royal or princely perfonage, or the rejoicings 
for fome aufpicious event. 

. 6 Whatever the occafions were, they only re- 
curred at long intervals; and the ladies led far 
more retired lives than they would be pleafed 
with at prefent. . 

“¢ The principal occurrences that drew them 
from their retirements were tilts and tourna- 
ments. Here they appeared in all the fplendour 
of the times, and here the youths of noble fa- 
milies had opportunities of rendering themfelves 
acceptable in their eyes, by feats of manly 
prowefs. 

“© That familiar intercourfe which now fo 
much facilitates acquaintance was then utterly 
unknown: it often happened,. that a young no- 
bleman or gentleman became enamoured with a, 
young lady on the bare rumour of her charms, 
and never enjoyed the fight of her, except at 
church, or until fome concourfe of this kind 
brought her forth to public fight. 

‘¢ Immured in caftles and ftrong holds, the 
young ladies {pent their time in domeftic occu~ 
pations, under the eye of their parents; they 
feldom ftirred abroad for amufement, unlefs on- 
a vifit to fome relation, or upon a hunting or 
hawking party, mounted on led palfreys, and 
furrounded by the dependents of the family. 

‘¢ Such was the ftyle of living that prevailed 
in France, not only among the younger, but 
even the married ladies, with few exceptions, 
unti! tie commencement of the reign of the laft 
mentioned monarch.” 


Our author then a with re- 


marking that the ladies of other parts 


f Europe were not more. frequently 
_ ws brought 
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brought forward in the days of our 
ancettors : 


*¢ In England their appearance at Court did 
not become frequent until the days of Henry 
the Eighth, who was coeval with the above 
Francis. 

** On their firft introduétion to Court in this 
habitual manner, much outcry was raifed by the 
moraliits of the age; they complained of it as 
an infringement upon ‘the former ftrictnefs of 
manners, and predicted a fpeedy decline of pu- 
sity in morals and deportment. 

*¢ But, notwithitanding their declamations, 
the ladies, having got poileifion of this agreeable 
{pot, were not difpofed to relinquith it. The 
men, on the other hand, were too much pleated 
with their company to confent to their abience. 

*¢ In the mean time, as the revival of litera- 
ture was taking place every where, it infpired 
the men with more gentle and refined methods 
of recommending themfelves to the notice of the 
ladies. 

«¢ Inftead of breaking lances on each other’s 
fields or armour, or un-horfing each other at 
jutts and t ltinge, they compofed fongs and fon- 
wets, and fung them to the found of lutes, and 
other foft inftruments. 

** The ladies were not backward in improving 
themfelves in the fame line: they learned to 
fing by moré melodious rules than heretofore ; 
they learned to play upon virginals, and other 
mutical initruments of more elegant invention, 
and fotter harmony than thofe in former prac- 
tice. 

«* But as a juft medium, when attained, fel- 
dom remains untranfgrefled, the politenefs and 
refinement which had fucceeded the ancient fim- 
plicity and plainnefs of manners degenerated 
gradually into licentioufnels. ‘The refpective 
courts of Francis and Henry exhibited fome fcenes 
of this nature. 

** On the demife of this lait. monarch, Eng- 
land under the three following reigns, of his fon 
Edward, and his daughters Mary and Elizabeth, 
remained within the bounds of decency in thefe 
refpects. 

‘* Nejther indeed were the fubfequent reigns 
of James and Charles the Firft notorioufly de- 
praved. dt was not until the acceffion of Charles 
the Second, that profligacy in regard to women 
reared i's head in a bare-faced manner, and made 
a confiderabdle breach in the morals of the Englith 
nation. 


*« But it was far otherwife in France. The 


licentioufnefs that began in the days of Francis 
the Firft augmented faft under his fucceflors. 
Lienry the Second, his fon, encouraged it by his 
own example; and it continued to increafe 
under his three fons and fucceijors, Francis the 
Second, Charles the Ninth, and Henry the 
Third. 

** Henry the Fourth was a prince of too much 
freedom in his own morals to difcourage it in 
others. Gallantry fince his time has made a 
rapid progrefs in France. 

** His ‘fon, Lewis the Thirteenth, was in his 

erfon a pious and well-meaning prince: but his 
ife, though exemplary, made no impreffion on 


his courtiers: his charater was not fyfficiently. 


5 


refpectable to gain imitatars everi of the virtucs 
he had; and he remains a ftrong proof, how 
much it is neceffary that a king fhould have 
royal and princely, as well as perional good qta- 


lities, in order to be fet up as an object of reve-" 


rence and imitation. ; 
** Lewis the Fourteenth was far from being a 
pattern of regularity. His youth was a fcene of 


continual gallantry. Perhaps .no fovereign in) 


Europe, not even our voluptuous Charles the 
Second, exceeded him. His inconftancy was 


fixed at laft, upon his becoming acquainted with 
Madame de Maintenon, whom he made his wite.. 


‘¢ Previous to this event his courtiers had a 
very licentious example to follow in the conduct 
of their matter. A great part of his reign was 


marked accordingly by freedom and unreftraint. 


in female manners. Decency in behaviour and 
in externals was duly preferved ; but libertinifm 
gained ground, and has loft none fince his timc. 

*¢ His fucceffor, Lewis the Fifteenth, was, 
during a long fpace, a complete model of con- 


jugal attachment; but.he was furrounded by: 


courtiers who profeffed very different maxims ; 
he could not refift the contagion, and gave at 


laft into a courfe of life with which the world is 


fufficiently acquainted. 
“© Connoifleurs in thefe matters, of which 


there are numbers in France, pretend to difcover: 


a different kind of gallantry in each of the 
epochas I have mentioned. I have read fome 
and heard {till more difcuffions upon this fubje¢t : 
but all 1 can gather is, that in propertion as the 
perfons noted for their gallantry were either 
more or lefs refined in their education and fen- 
timents, their connexions of this nature were 


attended by more or lefs of politenefs and de-° 


corum. 
‘© The French in general frankly allow the 


prefent zra to be the mott irregular and licen-. 


tious of any; they even feem to think it is ac- 
companied with a degree of coarfenels of which 
they acquit their forefathers: thefe, in their de- 
viations from ttrit virtue, did not forget an ap 


pearance of decency; but their defcerdants have’ 


thrown afide both appearance and reality. 


«¢ Such is the verdiét of the French thein- 


felves on the prefent generation.’’ 


In order to accomplith any defign: 
of confequence, the French women’ 
will bear any labour; and fuch is the’ 


fertility of their invention, that their 


defigns are feldom fruftrated. ‘The: 


inftances which are produced in this 
letter are to the point, and are enter- 


taining. We would lay them before. 


our readers, if we had not already been 
fo copious in our extracts. 
Letter XV. ‘“ Dexterity of the 


French Women in obtaining an Afcen- : 


dancy over the Men. ‘Their Interfe- 
rence in judicial Matters. Story of a 
Lawyer. Talents of the French La- 
dies in political Intrigues. Louifa, 
Mary,. Queens of Poiarid. Notions of 

the 
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the French on the Beauty of their Wo- 
men. Fineffes of the French Women 
in their Intercourfe with Men. Ac- 
cufed of Diffimulation and Ambition. 
Strictures on Female Luft of Dominion. 
Exceffive Freedom of Behaviour and 
Manners in the French Women. Re- 
flections on the frequent Tours to 


France by the fafhionable People of 


England.” 
The bufinefs of this letter is amply 
fet forth in the contents. We fhall 
ive our reader the account of the two 


_ 


rench queens of Poland in our author's 
own words : 


4¢ Among thefe (French women) it may not 
be amifs to take notice of two that eclipfed all 
the reft by the {plendour of their deitiny. 

‘© The firft was Louifa, daughter to the Duke 
of Nevers, a woman of fublime underftanding, 
and moit enterprifing {pirit She was the admi- 
ration of the whole court of Lewis the Thir- 
tcenth, and might have commanded the ho- 
mages of any man fhe pleafed in her own coun- 
try: but fate had pre-determined fhe fhould 
wear acrown: fhe became accordingly the con- 
fort of Uladitlas, the lait monarch of that name 
in Poland; and after his demife, fhe married his 
brother and fucceflor Cafimir, the lait alfo of 
bis name. 

‘« No princefs ever fupported her rank with 
more dignity, and fhewed more capacity in the 
conducting cf the moit arduous affairs. She 
lived at a time, and in the midft of a nation 
that were equally tempeftuous ; fhe had obftacles 
to furmount, in the execution of the many de- 
figns which fhe formed and brought to pais, 
that required the greateft tatents, and the firm- 
eit perieverance: fhe difplayed both in an 
extraordinary’ degree; and enjoyed the reputa- 
tion of being a perfon of confummate knowledge 
in the art of government, as well as of a noble 
difpofition in whatever related to her exalted 
ftation. She was no lefs qualified, at the fame 
time, for the purpofes of domeftic happinefs: 
chearful, witty, affable, generous, and what 
compleats the amiablenefs of her character, moft 
tenderly beloved by both her hufbands. 

‘* The fecond was the no lefs celebrated Mary, 


‘daughter to the Marquis of Argquien. She was 


maid of honour to the forementioned Louifa, 
who perceiving in this young lady a conformity 
pf difpofition to her own, took her into the 
higheit favour, and diftinguifhed her upon all 
occafions. 

“* Mary foon became an object of competition 
among the Poiith grandees, She honoured at 
Jaft with her hand Prince Radzivil, head of one 
of the moft illufirious families in Poland, 

** On this hufband’s deceafe, the great John 
Sobieiki, at that time Grand Marthal of Poland, 
became herfuitor. She married him, and fhort- 
ly after, on his elevation to the throne, was con- 
jointly, at the ceremonial of his coronation, 
crowned Queen of Poland. An honour which 
‘had not been always conferred en the conforts of 
Lonp. Mac. Feb, 1784. 
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kings; but which fhe was adjudged worthy of 
receiving.’” 

The reflections with which this 
letter concludes feem, on the whole, 
to proceed from a man of fenfe and 
obfervation. 

Letrer XVI. “ Avariceand Am- 
bition in Men the fundamental Rea- 
fons why there is lefs of Gallantry in 
Republics than in Monarchies. ‘The 
French more addiéted to it than ever. 
French Ladies partial to Men of Merit. 
Anecdotes of three Ladies.” 

The reafons afligned for the preva- 
lence of gallantry in monarchies are 
ingenious, but rather fanciful. We 
imagine that they might eafily be con- 
troverted, but, if this were a place 
adapted to fuch a difpute, we have at 
prefent neither time nor inclmation. 
We know that a favourite opinion is 
not eafily refigned, and while fuch 
opinions are harmlefs, every man furely 
has a right to fuch an enjoyment. 

The anecdotes of the three lad'es 
are entertaining, but for them we mutt 
refer our readers to the work itfelf. 


Lerrer XVII. ‘ Principal Caufes , 


of the Credit and Authority exercifed 
by the French Women. The Opinicn 
they entertain of themfelves, and of 
the Women of other Countries. Con- 
clufion.” 

In relating the caufes that produce 
the influence of the ladies in France, 
Dr. Andrews feems right, The ac- 
count of the treatment of females, in 
the different kingdoms of the conti- 
nent, difplays fome knowledge of their 
cuftoms, and fome infight into human 
nature, 


Our author thus goncludes his werk: ** We 
may now take our final leave of the French 
ladies, by obferving that, notwithftanding the 
defects that haye been fo freely mentioned, 
the balance of comparifon between thefe and 
their many amiable qualifications greatly pre- 
ponderates in their favour. 

** Take them all in all, there are no women 
more calculated to render fociety happy; thry 
poilefs every chief requilite for that purpofe ia 
the moft eminent degree. Lively, chearful, 
witty, facetiots, their difpofition fits them natu- 
rally for company; the communicativenels of 
their temper,. and the engagingne’s of their be- 
haviour, beget reciprocal harmoay, and circus 
late a fpirit of pleafure that is the pvrincipal 
Gelight and merit of converlation. 

“* Qualities fo acceptable and endearing cannot 
~ to reader them in general lupreinely agrecabje 





wen. et = 













































ae PISS 


~ = - —s 


2 a TS 









a Se ee ee 


= 


od 





146 LITERARY REVIEW. Feb, 


and prepoffeffing, and to cover a multitude of 
thofe failings and deficienctes that are interfperfed 
in fome parts of their character, like weeds over 
a beautiful garden.”’ 

In the beginning of a former article 
which refpected this work, we faid 
that the flyle did not always feem well 
calculated for epiftclary writing. It 
wants, in fome places, that eafe, ele- 


Art. XLVI. CONJECTURZ IN 


FOR thefe correétions the learned 
world is indebted to Mr. Tyrwhitt, 
vhofe talents and erudition have long 
placed him among the firft {cholars, and 
moft acute critics of this country. 
"Thefe emendations, or as their author 
modeftly terms them conjecfures, are 
addreffed to Dr. Jubb, canon of Chritt’s 
Church, Oxford, at whofe requeft they 
were written. 

A few copies have only been printed, 
for prefexts; with the perufal of one 
we have been favoured by a correfpond- 
ent, and we are happy to inform the 
public, that Mr. Tyrw hitt will derive 
additional fame from this publication, 
and that the long expected edition of 
Strabo will be rendered more valuable, 
and more correct, from thefe emenda- 
tions. 

We fhall felect a few of thefe cor- 
reétions for the entertainment of our 
claflical readers: 

« P, pxxx1il. A. Tredexelude to 
orheig,ov Ts Uaroo 6 Aviypocs Babus nas 
UFU0G wie ace Aivalesy® OINQAH®= 3 
wv 6 Toros ef chxocs C.adiwy BAOEIAN 
PXOHN wepexet, uae tee tyfvae alpue 
<3; wos. Cafaubonus pulcherrime, pro 
Babuav ox burs repofuit BAPEIAN 
OSMHN. Paufanias, qui receptam 
tueri leCtioncm Kuhnio videtur, cde re 
omnino alialoquitur. V.eum, L. V. 
p- 386. Sed etiam pro .swdy4¢ arenofus 
reponendum credo @PrQAH®, xlvo/us. 
Ab nlva enim odor talis ortri folet. 
Quinetiam mox reponendum credo; ire 
is wlys te ANIFPOY, proaypy: quod 
ridiculum eft fcribx erratum, de avtris, 
qua in hac et pracedenti pagina memo- 
rata funt, nimium cogitantis. . 

« P. pixix. A. 
Thaacwa 3¢ wai To Asyos avudpove 
——GEQI A’ AN Secuv A;yoo ANTA- 
PON. 
Tu, TE Kwpas nothys Bons Ke Te Ae 
? . ? 





gance, and airinefs, which letters re- 
quire, At the fame time, we moft 
willingly acknowledge, that we have 
received great pleafure from the perufal 
of thefe remarks. They are often 
ingenious, and the ftories with which 
they are interfperfed are entertaining 
and well felected. 


STRABONEM, Edit. Amftel. 1707, 


** Scribendum credo; TlAacux de nae 
T%. Adyos avuspov FON AANAATI 
Gecev Axyos ENTAPON. Sic enim idem 
verfus, quem hic, opinor, refutat Stra- 
bo, pagina proxima re¢tc feribitur. 

“* P. DLxxxv. BL Kes cee radu; 
ouvavacnanlovés Eupicxoy OC pativwy 10- 
rer MATON TAniny woaAAad @e nue “ahnum 
[ALT Me T cfhacea opera an recte T pruuc- 
ta, 1.€. elo feu/pta appellentur, dubi- 
to, Quid fi legamus? soPsTMATON, 
urnarum opzileh Talis certe vox 





bralium. 
a copss non male deducatur, quanguam 
in lexicis non comparet. 

« P. pxcr. Be. bere acyer airizy 
TY eutaatuvecfas Toe, Weep, Axcimy aom 
Yotry Toews TOCkTOV avEMIev'at, WS nas Ag- 
nedauaovig UTEPC wAAgchaty an AZIOTS 
Yvwcteote. Scribendum credo, A- 


‘© Lib. IX. p. pcxxxv. C.  Seri- 
bendum eft, opinor, fententia poftu- 
lante; sre yap uneyov reg MoAAM Bidoan 
dy toraa, O TE MH aguCarev roadu vx 
AvENo FOAAce Vulgo UTE Aco 

“¢ P. DCXLIII. D. To wey ey efa- 
pYAS Te ey uc (AETHY HOLL TATMVTY Lav? 
wise Deeffe aliguid vidit Cafaubonus. 
Legendum credo, xa: tutuy (rev cu 
Bo icilicet) KAI ry wav en. 

« P. pcxtvir. Be Layee cuyKew 
eCurero tov TE Tas iclepias “aero TY pvoy 
TODON.. Vett. q. tyorore Utrumvis 
fortaffe ferri elie, fed Strabonem 
fcripiGe fufpicor TTIION. 

* P. pci. B. Reponenda eft, cre- 
do, VOX @yc:, qu intercidit. execs 
yap 6 Ay revs Sxocxyecdat PHEI Tw Men 
vortew wnataukie tov [Lerpouaoy fu ryc et par 
‘eos exaveadovae Sic enim Achilles, 
ap. Homerum, II. = 326. 

Dyv de 61 65 Oneivixz wep -navtov Sew ater 
EGi¥, 

Tasov cutepcavlery PAYO TL TE AYiD0G aITave 

x Ee DCLXVII. oo Kea: T% psTue 
Ac THS ToMAys AMY TH; Luv. sug, nabe7ep 
743 
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1784. 
THs Kxpuelias var tT4¢ AEYTKAAIAT. 
Vox ultima Cafaubono merito fufpeéta 
eft. Reponipoffet, mutatione minima, 
AETKAAIAS, fi de Lencadii marmoris 
reftantia teftimonia fuppeterent.” 


Ex pede Hirculem. By thefe few 
emendations the learned reader may 
jadge of the whole. Much of courfe 


=o 
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muft naturally be expected from Mr. 
Tyrwhitt. The critic will find his 


expeftations fatisfied, and the reader, 


who perufes the authors of antiquity 
merely for amufement, will find many 
difficulties explained, and many erro- 
neous paflages reftored. ‘The Greek is 
printed without accents. 
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PHILOSOPHICAL 


INTELLIGENCE. 


Bibra following intelligence is taken from the papers, and as no more 
certain account has yet reached England, we offer this to our readers, as it 


appears to be authentic: 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM LYONS, Jay. 20. 


“ COME malicious anti-balloonifts 
(for there are a few here, as well 
as at Paris) have circulated feveral co- 
ies of the following epigram, which, 
labons, the event has not entirely 
fulfilled : 
Vont-ils lancer au-deffus du tonnerre, 
Et dominer fur lhorifon? 
Je vous jure, Meflieurs, que non, 
Ils vont fe trainer fur la terre. 

‘“* The aérial navigators, contrary to 
the advice of M. Pilaftre du Rofier, 
mounted in the gallery of the balloon 
onthe rgth, and flattered themfelves 
that they fhould reach Paris in fix 
hours; but the defigns of mankind are 
often defeated by the wind. At half 
an hour after twelve, the cords which 
held the aerial machine were cut, and 
it immediately rofe to the, height of 
about 400 fathoms. When they were 
at this great diftance from the earth, 
the balloon burft with an explofion, and 
thefe human birds defcended much 
quicker than they wifhed; neverthelefs 
their fall was not attended by any ma- 
terial accident, none of them being hurt 
but M. de Montgolfier, who was ilightly 
wounded; but had the machine burtt 
over the Rhone, or any buildings, they 
muft all have inevitably perifhed. ‘The 
whole fcheme is, however, in all pro- 


Quan 


bability, put an end to by this laf coup 
de theaire. 'Thofe who are of M. 
Montgolfier’s party affert, that M. de 
Fleffelles had informed the voyagers of 
the precife time when they were to 
return to the earth, which was twenty 
minutes, but that is merely a fpecious 
pretence to difguife. the real ftate of 
the difafter.” 

Another account from Lyons, dated 
Jan. 19, fays, «* This morning the aérial 
voyagers embarked on board the Flef- 
fclles, the enormous machine built 
there by way of balloon, and named 
the Fieffelles, in honour of the In- 
tendant of that province. It rofe in 
the fight of more than 300,000 perfons, 
who tilled the quays of the Rhone, &c. 
and were aftonifhed at fo majeftic an 
object, to the height of soo toifes. 
The fhip at firt dire&ted its courfe to 
the north, but at the lait period of its 
elevation, meeting with a new current 
of air, retrograded to the fouth. ‘The 
navigators, at this height, perceiving 
the machine become very warm, were 
afraid of its taking fire, and, therefore, 
defcended not far from the theatre, 
where they had mounted. The noble 
and deliberate courage of M. Pilaftre 
du Rofier has acquired him the fur- 
name of Brave.” 
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ROYAL SOCIETY 


N Thurfday laft the queftion con- 
cerning the office of foreign fe- 
cretary, which has of late occafioned 
much party heat and debate at the 


INTELLIGENCE. 


Royal Society, was finally céncluded. 
In confequence of the ate regulation 
of the council (made with a view to 
prevent the ordinary and philofophical 

Uz businefg 





































on a se =< = = 


—s 
SS 
— 


ee ie a ee Set ee a 
sees eteeneca 


LI 
a ee - ican 


FF. 


Ens 8: 


ee 
— Se 



































































SESE AOE ST TF Eee Sw 


= a a 


SE eS eS SS eae 








£48 THE ENGLISH THEATRE. Feb. 


bufinefs of the meeting from being 
difturbed by debates) that im» future 
every motion fhall be delivered in 
writing to the fecretary, two meetings 
previous to its being put to the ballot, 
and figned by at leait two members, 
Baron Maferes, Curfitor Baron of the 
Exchequer, Sir George Shuckburgh, 
Bart. member for Warwickhhire, the 
Rev. Dr. Horfley, Archdeacon of St. 
Alban’s, and feveral other Fellows of 
the Society, did, on Thurfday the zgth 
of January, deliver a motion in wri- 
ting, the purport of which was, that 
«* it be recommended to the Council 
to refcind their refolution refpecting 
the refidence of foreign fecretary in 
London, and to requeit Ds. Hutton 
to refume the fame.”—The queftion of 
courfe was agitated laft Thurfday: the 
bufinefs was opened by Baron Maferes, 
and feconded by Dr. Horfley. 'Thefe 

entlemen endeavoured to vindicate 
Br. Hutton (who is Profeffor of Ma- 
thematics in the Royal Academy of 
Woolwich) from any intputation of 
heglect in the office of fecretary. Dr. 
Matkelyne, the Aftronomer Royal, Mr. 


Maty, Mr. Poore, and others fpoke on 
the fame fide.—Thefe gentlemen were 
anfwered by a paper given in by Dr. 
Watfon, one of the Council, and which 
was read by the Secretary. This paper, 
which contained the reafons which had 
induced the Council to come to the 
refolution in queftion, was followed by 
Dr. Hutton’s defence, which was like-’ 
wife read by the Secretary; and the 
Doétor himfelf, who was prefent, rofe 
to explain different parts of it. He 
was replied to in a very able fpeech of 
confiderable Iength by Mr. Anguifh 
(Mafter in Chancery, Accomptant Ge- 
neral, and one of the Commiffioners 
of Accompts) who vindicated the con- 
du& of the Prefident and Council, 
Lord Mulgrave, Mr. Frere, and fome 
other gentlemen, fpoke on the fame 
fide of the queftion. They were 
replied to by Baron Maferes, Dr. 
Horfley, and fome others; and about 
eleven o'clock, after a debate of 
three hours, the queftion was put to 
the ballot, when the numbers were for 
the gueftion, that is for the reftoration 
of Dr. Hutton 47; againft it 85. 
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, bd is impoffible to withhold innocent 
entertainment: from the people: of 
England, Notwithitanding the ftate 
of the nation in general, and the pre- 
valence of diftrefs, the effect both of 
the late war, and unavoidable incle- 
mency of the feafon, it is impoffible 
not to foften the rigour of auftere mo- 
rality, and allow that people to enjoy 
their favourite amufements, who fhow 
themfelves on all occafions ready to 
alleviate the forrows of the poor and 
the friendlefs. The very liberal con- 
tributions in moft parts of the country 
do honour to human nature. Surely 
they who do fo much to cheer the 
hearts of the miferable ought to be 
permitted to amufe their own minds 


in what manner they pleafe. The 
confideration of the many inftances of 
bounty which have appeared for fome 
time paft takes from that uneafinefs 
which we otherwife fhould feel, when 
we fee with what eagernefs people in- 
dulge in their favourite diverfions, in 
fpite of national confufions, and every 
principle of economy. They fhow 
that although they are prodigal in their 
expences incurred by amufements, they 
are on proper occafions no lefs lavifh in 
their generofity to the unhappy and the 
deferving. Let thefe reflections ac- 
company the reader while he fees that 
we are more grave on fome objeéts of 
public attention than in ftrict juftice 
they may deferve. 


COVENT-GARDEN. 


NEAR the end of January, the 
pantomime called Harlequin Friar Ba- 
con, and which we gave an account of 


in our Magazine for that month, was 
withdrawn for the purpofe of making 
fuch alterations as might render it more 
worthy 
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worthy of applaufe. As it originally 
ftood, we accounted it a very pleafing 
puppet-fhew. But the appearance of 
a pantomime in Drury-lane, greater in 
merit than moft ever exhibited there, 
and favoured with univerfal approba- 
tion, occafioned a dramatic jealaafy at 
Covent-Garden. The manager of that 
houfe wifhed to maintain his fovereign 
and exclufive right to have the beft 
utomiimes, and, therefore, recom- 
mended to the author——for every 
pantomime has an author, as much as 
a fyftem of ethics, or a theological 
commentary——recommended to tne 
author that he fhould make fuch changes 
and improvements, as to render it on 
the whole equal, if not fuperior to the 
pantomime of the other houfe. 

‘This was a proper emulation, and 
deferving of the thanks of the public! 
Would that the execution had been 
equal to the intention! The firft ac is 
certainly purged of its fuperfluities, 
and improved into a fomething more 
regular and confiftent than before. 
The Lilliputians feem more at home, 
and the Brobdignagians carry about 
their pafteboard bodies with great facility, 
and if we may be allowed the expref- 
fion, with a better deception. But of 
the fecond aét—what fhall we fay? 
Brief let us be; it was the xe plus ultra 
of abfurdity, without the leaft atten- 
tion to fable, connexion, or any one 
requifite to make a pantomime agree- 
able. ‘To enter on its particular de- 
merits is a tafk fomething beneath that 
of a writer in this mifcellany, and is 
more worthy of thofe benevolent critics 
who write criticifms before plays are 
acted, and print cenfures on performers 
who never appeared. One fhocking 
barbarity we cannot omit — not that of 
introducing a live cock to be tormented, 
although that was bad enough——but 
the introduction of a fong fung by 
Edwinin the chara¢ter of a bunch-backed 
barber, the fentiments and words of 
which fong, as well as the manner of 
finging it, are adapted to the pupils of 
the academy at Woolwich*, and to no 
other clafs of perfons we know. It 
was an infult to the audience to intro- 
duce fuch a fong. It was a grofs pro- 
ftitution of ink and catgut to write and 





* The hulks. 


; 
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fet it to mufic. It always gives us 
pain to cenfure a favoured writer, but 
we muft in plain terms tell the author 
of the pantomime, that there has a li- 
centioufnefs prevailed of late in the 
department oF, fong-writing, which we 
fhall ever reprobate, convinced that it 
vitiates the tafte of the-town, and hurts 
the delicacy of pure manners. We 
have only to add, that this pantomime 
in its altered ftate is called, Harlequiz 
Rambler. 

Feb. 3, Was prefented at this theatre, 
The Suipwreck, a tragedy, being an 
alteration from Lillo’s Fatal Curiofity. 
Our readers may remember that Fazal 
Curiofity was performed in the fummer 
1782, at the Theatre Royal Hay- 
market, for which it was prepared by 
Mr. Colman. Our readers will alfo 
remember that many critics oppofed 
the exhibition of it, becaufe it was 
too horrid for reprefentation. The 
opinion of the late Mr. Harris, of 
Salifbury, weighed with others, and 
the tragedy was played feveral nights 
with great fuccefs. It was thought 
that the author of the prefent altera- 
tions (Mr. Mackenziey author of the 
Man of Feeling, &c.) would have pro- 
fited by the opinions of that time, and 
foftened the cataftrophe. But we were 
furprifed to find that he had heightened 
the diftrefs inevery part, by the intro- 
duction of a child, and many other 
circumftances. He has accumulated 
the diftrefs of the wretched parents, in 
order that their crime may appear more 
excufable from the additional ftrength 
of temptation, and this was proper and 
laudable, had he by fome means or 
other prevented the horrid conclufion— 
but this he has not done, and the play 
ends as before. ‘I here are many beau- 
tiesin the parts, whichare entirely new, 
and which do credit to the head and 
heart of the author, but there is a con- 
fufion in his ftruéture of the fable, 
which impedes the right underftanding 
of the feveral characters. 

Our opinion of Fatal Curiofity was 
that which we now offer concerning 
the Shipwreck; we are clearly of opi- 
nion that the fable is improper for te- 
em soe The crime with all pof- 
fible alleviations is too horrid—much 

toe 
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tuo horrid to be reprefented in fuch 
glowing colours as cannot but make 
us diflatisfied with our natures, and 
by frequent exhibition may leave im- 
preffions on our minds which we could 
not believe them capable of receiving. 
The crime of thefe unhappy wretches 
ought to be buried in perpetual obli- 
tion. No mention ought to be made 
of it. If mentioned, it ought to be 
inculcated that no fuch crime ever did, 
orever can happen. But the frequent 
reprefentation of crimes undoubtedly 
deftroys impreffions of deteftation. We 
become familiar with villainy and 
blood, and in an hour of temptation 
and mifery are too often apt to realize 
thofe crimes, and fall into thofe weak- 
neffes which we faw reprefented fo as 


to claim the pity and benignity of a“ 


fympathizing world. ‘The frequent 
occurrence of any crime in real life 
tends to make it lefs detefted, lefs re- 
markable. May not then the fre- 
quent reprefentation of it loofen the 
bonds that conne¢t our minds with vir- 
tue, and make us think that there is 
a Providence which permits fuch 
crimes, as neceflary appendages to our 
nature? We cannot dwell on this fub- 
ject more fully at prefent, but if any 
of our readers think that our opinions 
on it are more fpeculative than juft we 
fhall gladly renew it, and endeavour 
to prove that experience, and not ima- 
gination has led us to offer objections 
to the reprefentation of fuch horrid 
tragedies as that now before us. 





The Shipwreck was petfofmed by 
Meff. Henderfon, Wroughton, Whit- 
field, Davies, Mrs. Bates, Mrs. Kem- 
ble, and Mrs. Morton. Of thefe Mr. 
Henderfon deferves the moft praife. 
Indeed, we hardly rememaber a finer 
piece of aéting than his Old Wilmot. 
In many parts he difplayed inimitable 
excellence. It is impoffible to convey 
to our readers the éffeéts which were 
produced by his expteflion of 


“¢ Down, down my fweiling heart, 


Or burft in filence’’ 
And 








‘© Once we hoped 

T’ have call’d fair Charlot by a dearer name— 
But we have done with hope I pray excufe 
This incoherence We bad once a fon.” 


And in this: 


‘« There is a kind of pride, a decent dignity 
Due to ourfelves; which, fpite ofour misfortunes, 
May be maintained and cherithed to the laft.’’ 








Mr. Wroughton played fuccefsfully, 
but we cannot {peak much in favour of 
any of the ladies, except Mrs. Bates. 
Mrs, Kemble is an induftrious per- 
former, but her parts in tragedy re- 
quire a ftrength which cannot be ex- 
pected from her tender frame. Her 
part ought to have been played by 

ifs Younge. The illnefs of Mr. 
Henderfon has prevented this tragedy 
from being acted fince the firft night. 
When it next appears, we may take 
further notice of it. 


Cnt AID, INET LT ELS TITLE EOC 


DRUR Y-LAN E., 


Feb. 14. A new comedy, called 
Tue Reparation, was performed 
for the firft time. The author is Mr. 
Miles Andrews, who has already been 
fuccefsful in his drainatic attempts, wit- 
nefs The Summer Amufement, D)iffi- 
pation, Fire and Water, &c. &c. We 
always thought Mr. Andrews had wit, 
and his new comedy not a little con- 
firms our opinion. ‘The chara¢ters and 
itcry are as follow : 

DraMaTis Persona. 
Sir Greg. Glovetop Mr. Parfanty 
Lord Hettic Mr. Dodd. 








Lovelefs Mr. Brereton 
Captain O’Swagger Mr. Moody. 


Pickax Mr. Baddeley. 
Relcour Mr. Farren. 

Janus Mr. Bannifter, Futte 
Captain Hardy Mr. Packer. 
Colonel Quorum Mr. Lee-Leaves. 


Lady B. Wormwood M/s Pope. 
Mifs Penel. Zodiac Mrs. Hopkins. 


Anna Mrs. Wells. 
Harriet Mrs. Brereton. 
Louifa Mifs Farren. 


Lovelefs, a man of family and for- 
tune, in the earlier part of his life 
becomes 
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becomes enamoured of Julia, the daugh- 
ter of Captain Hardy, a reduced offi- 
cer; but, finding it impoffible to fuc- 
ceed in his wifhes, deceives her by a 
pretended marriage. During the pro- 

refs of this, the father of Lovelefs in- 
Fas on his fon’s marrying a lady of 
large fortune he had chofen, threaten- 
ing him with difinheritance in cafe of 
arefufal. After fome conflié, he dif- 
clofes to Julia the deception he had 
practifed on her, who, fhocked at the 
recital, flies from him with her infant 
child. ‘The death of his wife leaves 
him in the wifh and the power to make 
reparation to Julia; but, unable’to find 
out the place of her retreat, and fup- 
pofing fhe is aftually dead, he refolves 
to leave England. At this moment 
the piece commences, and we find him 
difclofing his refolution to Belcour, a 
friend of his, whom he has come down 
to fee at the feat of Lord Heétic, a 
vain man of fafhion, who fancies him- 
felf a man of prowefs, in fpite of an 
infirm conftitution, and who, by the 
afliftance of an Irith coufin, Captain 
Swagger, has made fome advances to 
Louifa, a young widow in the neigh- 
bourhood. Belcour endeavours to dif- 
fuade him from his refolution; at the 
fame time difciofing a difhonourable 
paffion he had himfelf conceived for 
Harriet, daughter to a Sir Gregory 
Glovetop, formerly a gentleman-ufher 
to the old court, but which he de- 
clares he will defift from on hearing his 
friend’s ftory. Lord Heéttic contrives 
to purfue his plans upon the widow by 
the help of Janus, a pettifogging at- 
torney, while Lady Betty Wormwood, 
fitter to Lord Heétic, endeavours to 
prevent them, from a fear her brother 
fhould be feduced into a marriage, and 
herfelf deprived of his inheritance, 
while Mifs Penelope Zodiac, a friend 
of her’s, aflifts her wifhes from a gene- 
ral diflike to ladies who think they 
have beauty, as well as from an appre- 
henfion fhe has engaged the heart of 
Colonel Quorum, a magiftrate in the 


neighbourhood, whom fhe has wifhed 
to attach to herfelf. Various ftrata- 
gems are practifed upon the widow, 
who has been driven from the houfe 
ef Sir Gregory Glovetop, where fhe 
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had refided with her friend Harriet, 
from the libertine importunities of his . 
lordfhip, and the mifreprefentations of 
his fifter. Lovelefs and Belcour, ‘on 
being confulted by Lord Heétic, begin 
to feel an intereft in Louifa’s ftory, 
and would aflift her, did not his lord- 
fhip affure them fhe was partial to his 
wwilhes, and would comply of courfe. 
During the conflict of thefe different 
interefts, in which Louifa is driven to 
every {pecies of diftrefs, Lovelefs re- 
ceives a letter from Captain Hardy, 
the father of his Julia, to whom he 
had now difclofed the ftory of his de- 
ceiving his daughter, and who infifts 
upon immediate fatisfaction. Unable 
to lift his arm againft the father of his 
injured love, he comes to Lord Heétic 
to confult him, and entering abruptly 
into his apartment, he diltover, the 
widow my lord had mentioned, and 
who had come there on a bufinefs of 
diftrefs, to be his own loft Julia. An 
eclairciflement enfues; and after havy- 
ing fatisfied the refentment of Captain 
Hardy, and appeafed his rage by the 
influence of his daughter’s offspring, 
the reparation is made by marrying 
Louifa: Colonel Quorum, the honour- 
able admirer of Lourfa, is likewife fa- 
tisfied (though with the difappointment 
of his addreffes) on finding io united 
to the man of her heart; Sir Gregory 
confents to his daughter Harriet’s mar- 
riage with Belcour, and the piece con- 
cludes. 

Since the firft appearance of this co- 
medy it has undergone feveral judicious 
alterations, and as now played may be 
pronounced the beft comedy we have 
feen fince the School for Scandal, to 
which, however, we by no means com- 
pare iteven /ougo intervallo, but when 
our reader recolleéts what kind of trafh 
has lately been thruft on the ftage, un- 
der the name of comedy, he will not 
think we pay Mr. Andrews too high a 
compliment, when we prefer Reparation 
to all its contemporaries. From our 
fketch of the fable, it will appear that 
the author intended to fucceed by a 
mixture of the pathetic and the hu- 
morous, both which, however, he has 
carried too far. His pathetic is too 
affeting for comedy, and his humour 
fometimes 


fometimes too farcical. ‘The wit is in 
many places fterling, and the language 
of the whole chafte and delicate, if we 
except fome expreffions from the mouth 
of Mifs Penelope Zodiack, to which 
_the profligacy of modern manners has 
affixed a meaning of indelicacy. ‘*’'To 
the pure all things are wot pure” on the 
ftage. ‘Ihe political allufions have 
been left out; that concerning the back 
fiairs had well ni gh damned the whole. 

Except the chara¢ter of Sir G. Glove- 
top, we could difcover little. or no 
originality in any of the characters, 
but we had much rather fee a known 
charafter placed in new. lights, and 
heightened by new fituations, than the 
abfurd monfters which in fome plays 
and novels claim the merit of origi- 
nality, and whofe originality confitts 
m this, that there is nothing in the 
heavens above, the earth beneath, or 
the waters under the earth, to which 
we can liken them. So that, although 
the characters in Reparation are not 
entirely new, the follies or virtues 
which conftitute them are better ridi- 
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culed, or more advantageoufly feen, as 
in the character of Louifa, and Janus 
the attorney. 

On the whole, we cannot but con- 
clude, that Reparation is a very enter- 
taining and interefting comedy, as 
times go, and we can fay of it what we 
have not been able to fay of any new 
comedy thefe three years, that we faw 
it a fecond and a third time with plea- 
fure. ‘The prologue and epilogue were 
much applauded, and defervedly. Our 
readers will find them in our poetical 
department. 

The performers deferve the thanks 
of the author. ‘They were all perfect 
in their parts, and in general unex- 
ceptionable in their performance. Mr. 
Brereton, Mr. Lewes, Mr. Parfons, and 
Mr. Bannifter, Jun. of the men, and 
Mifs Farren and Mrs. Wells of the la- 
dies, are entitled to particular praife. 
The characters played by Mr. Moody, 
Mifs Pope, and Mrs. Hopkins are 
againft thofe performers. ‘The firft 
ought to be left out altogether. 
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E have repeatedly declared ourfelves at- 

tached to no party, either in literature 

ex in politics, and though we have not the vanity 

to imagine that we are feated on the calm fummit 
ef human wifdom, 

Defpicere unde qieas alios, paffimque videre 
Errare, atgue viam palanteis querere vite, 
though we are not exempted from human pre- 
yedices, we can with juitice lay claim to the in- 
dependence and impartiality of men whofe 
judgement is not governed by their paffions, and 
whofe opinions are unbiaffed either. by hopes or 
fears, except fuch as they fhare with every good 
citizen. hen we review the means by which 
the leading men of both parties have attained 
that tranfitory confequence on which they tound 
their siatealage to the exclufive government of 
the flate, and the pues to which they have 
uniformly employed it, we find that they have 
acted in {trict conformity to the eftablifhed prac- 
tice of preceding and contemporary ftateimen, 
and that the public weal has not been lefs a fe- 
condary confideration in their former condud, 
than in their prefent bafe and intemperate ftrug- 
gie tor power; which fufpends all the operations 
et external government, and engages the execu . 
tive and controlling branches of the conttitution, 
ordained for mutual fupport, in a crueland un- 
natural conteil. Viewed abitrattedly in this 





light, their conduct would often call for cenfure, 
and feldom for praife. In what follows, we beg 
to be underftood as {peaking of the two parties 
comparatively rather than with reference to 
what is right; and that when we mention the 
meafures of the one in terms of difapprobation, 


we may not be confidered as the advocates of 


the other. 

If the coalition, as it has been fo often repre- 
fented, was a moniftrous combination of men of 
oppofite principles, whofe fole object in uniting 
was to gratify their inordinate ambition, it gave 
birth to an oppofition formed of as difcordant 
materials, which though lefs bold and vigorous 
in its advances to power, becaufe not fo firmly 
united, has om itfelf not lefs tenacious of the 
pofleffion. We have already taken notice of the 
rejection of the India bill, and the difmiffion of 
the Portland miniftry. It.quickly appeared, that 
to wreft the management of aftairs from their 
hands was the only meafure in which Mr. Pirt 
and his friends were unanimous, or on fwhich 
they had feparately made up their minds: and 
that having effe€ted their purpofe, perhaps fooner 
than they themfelves expected, they were not 
prepared with an arrangement of-their own body, 
to fill the numerous places which the retreat of 
the coalition left vacant. The formation of an 
entire new miniftry, in oppofition to a great 
m2yority 
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majority of the Houfe of Commons, was an at- 
tempt fo new and hazardous as impreiied the 
holdeit and moit fubtle ftatefmen with fome de- 
gree of doubt and apprehenfion. Add to this, 
that as all who were diffatisfied with the coa- 
lition, of whatever party, had repaired to one 
common ftandard, there was not lefs ditierence 
of opinion, nor lefs oppofition of principle to be 
reconciled among them, before an efficient ad- 
miniftratiop could be formed, than had been ob- 
jected to that reprobated junction. Inftead of act- 
ing with unanimity, vigour, and decifion, as the 
arduous and critical fituation to which their fove- 
reign had called them requjred, they feemed 
afraid to enter the empty cabinet, and their firtt 
fteps, after taking poffetiion of it, betrayed hefi- 
tation, perplexity, and mutual diitruit. The dif- 
ferent departments were filled up flowly and re- 
luctantly, and the adjournment for the holidays 
was almott expired, betore the following arrange- 
ment was completed : 

Mr. William Pitt, Firft Lord of the Treafury, 
and Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

The Marquis of Caermarthen, Secretary of 
State for the toreign department. 

Lord Sydney, Secretary for the home de- 
partment. 
. Earl Gower, Lord Prefident. 

Duke of Rutland, Lord Privy Seal. 
. Lord Howe, Firit Lord of the Admiralty, and 

Lord Thurlow, Lord Chancellor. r 

The above perfons form the Cabinet. 

Duke of Richmond, Maiter General of the 
Ordnance. 

Sir George Howard, K. B. Commander in 
Chief of the Forces. 

The Marquis of Graham, 

John Buller, Efg. 

Edw. james Eliott, Efq. 

John Aubrey, Ef. 

Charles Brett, Etq. - 7) 

Hon. John J. Pratt, Eq. | 

Hon. Leveton Gower, ‘ Lords of the 

Lord Apfley, Admiralty. 

Charles G. Percival, Ef. | 

James M. Heywood, Eig. J 

Lloyd Kenyon, Ely. Attorney-General. 

Richard Pepper Arden, Ef. Solicitor-Ge- 


Lords of the 
Treafury. 


- Mera}. 


The Earl of Saiifbury, Lord Chamberlain of 
the Houfehold. 

Duke of Chandos, Lord Steward of the 
Houfehold. 

Lord De Ferrars, Captain of the Band of 
Gentlemen Pentioners. 

The Hor. Witliam Wyndham Grenville, 


| Paymatter- General of the Forces. 


Henry Dandas, Efy. Treafurer of the Navy. 

Sir George Yonge, Bart. Secretary at War. 

Gibbs C.awiord, Efq. Clerk of the Ordnance. 

John Aldridge, E(q. Keeper of the Ordnaace. 

Thomas Bailie, Big. Clerk of the Deliveries 
of the Ordaaice. ‘ 

William Smith, Efq. Treafurer and Paymatter 
of the Ordnance. 

Earl Clavendon, Chancellor of the Duchy of 
Lancafter. 

Earl Bathurft, Ranger of St. Jamey’s and the 
Green Parks. 


Lona. Mac. Feb. 1784. 


NEW MINISTRY. | 153 


Duke of Dorfet, Ambaffador at -the Court of 
France. 

Daniel Hailes, Efq. Secretary to the French 
embatfly. 

Earl-of Chefterfield, Ambaffador at the court 
of Spain. ' 

Arthur Stanhope, Efq. Secretary to the Spanifh 
embafly. 

Earl of Aylesford, Captain of the Yeomen of 
the guard. 

Earl of ‘Tankerville, Poftmatters- 

Right Hon. Henry F. Carteret, General. 

G. A. Selwyn, Efg. Surveyor of the Crowr 
Lands. 

Samuel Eftwick, Efy. Secretary and Regifter 
of Chelfea Kies ital. 

om a i: ; Secretaries of the Treafury. 

Mr. Bankes to be Private Secretary to Mr. 
Treafurer Pitt. 

That our readers may judge of the pains taken 
in forming this arrangement,. to obtain a majo-= 
rity in the Houfe of Commons, we have laid it 
before them at one view. ‘The whole infiuence 
of the crown, and the intereit of fome powerful 
individuals, was .exerted to tempt the ambitious, 
allure the needy, and intimidate the dependent. 
The new miniitry derived no {mall accetfion of 
ftrength from the fupport of the Eatt-India Com- 
pany. We know not whether the combination, 
that could refit unbroken fuch united efforts, 
when the tide of popularity was turned agaimit it, 
was not formidable to the conititution trom the 
very. circumflance of its power, had the defigns 
of thofe who formed it been as pure as they pro- 
feffed them to be. A member who had been 
Lord North’s confidential fecretary during his 
long adminiftration, and his fuppofed agent in cor- 
rupting parliament; who had canvatled boroughs, 
managed elections, and conducted all the fecret 
bufinefs which conttitutes 10 eilential a part of 
modern polities, for all which fervices he had 
been rewarded with a penfion; having now re- 
nounced his former connexions and his gratitude, 
was employed and truited with an ill grace, by 
mea who oppofed the purity of their characters 
to every impeachment of their meafures.—Lord 
North and Mr. Fox, it may be fuppofed, exerted 
themfeives with equal diligence and more fuc- 
cefs, to preferve the adherence of their party. 
The means which they employed were leis noto~ 
rious, as being in their mature lefs liable to ob- 
fervation. On the meeting of the Houfe, the 
oppofition and Treafury benches refounded with 
mutual upbraidings ct corruption and undue in- 
fluence, perhaps with equal truth. 

As the King’s anfwer to the addrefs of the 
22d Dee. was framed to admit whatever con- 
ftruCtion it might be found convenient to on 
upon it, it was pretty gencrally believed, that 
uulefs the new miniitry were fupported in the 
Houfe of Commons a diflolution of parliament 
would initantly tcke place. On the 12th of 
‘January the ¢x-miniders availed, themfelves of 
the majority which they ftill rétained in the 
Houte of Commons to pfs fuch refolutions as 
they thought be‘t calculated to render that 
meafure impraGlicable. They voted it a high 
— mifdemeanor to iilue any monty ra 
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the fupport of the fervices voted this feffion, if 
the parliament fhould be prorogued or diffolved 
before an a¢t for appropriating the fupplies to 
fuch fervices fhould have pafled. 

That an account fhould be laid before the 
Houle of the feveral fums of money iifued for 
fuch fervices from the 1gth of December to the 
14th of January. 

That the bill for punifhing mutiny and 
defertion fhould te read a fecond time on 
Monday the 23d of February. The intent of the 
fecond refolution was to prevent the diftribytion 
of mohey from the Treaiury, for the purpote of 
returning members, a well-known practice oa 
éVery general election. Thefe fteps were taken 
to fecure the exiftence of a parliament which they 
had experienced fo firmly devoted to their caufe. 
‘Their next were more diveQly pointed againtt 
the miniftry. ‘They voted ‘ That, in the 

refent fituation of his Majefty’s dominions, it 
is peculiarly neceffary that there thould be an 
adminiftration which has the confidence of this 
Houfe and thie public.” 

“That the late changes in his Majefty’s 
councils were immediately preceded by dangerous 
and univerfal reports; tha hs Majetty’s facred 
name had been unconftitutionally abufed, to 
dite the deliberations of parliament ; and that 
the appointments made were accompanied by 
circumttances new and extraordinary, and fuch as 
do not concitiate or engage the affections of this 
Houtfe.”’ 

So decided adeclaration of the Houfe of 
Commons againtt minifters, it was thought, muft 
be followed by their refignation ; and that they 
only remained in office to try the fate of Mr. 
Pitt’s lndia bill. ‘The idea of a ditlolution of 
parliament, in cafe of its being rejected, was as 
prevalent as ever, and feemed to be held up as an 
object of terror to the Houfe of Commons. It 
it had its effect in bringing over fome, it ferved 
~to confirm others in their former connexions. 
This obvious bad confequence refulted trom it, 
* that as it was a point in which mémbers were 
more generally interefted than who fhould be 
-minifter, it forced many to declare themielves 
who would otherwife have remained neuter; and 
when men are compelled to take a fide, it is 
not difficult to fay how they will determine, 
beeween that which conftrains them to action, 
and that which permits them to enjoy the 
profpeét of fharing the victory, without partici- 
pating the danger. ; 

Jan. 14, Mr. Pitt opened his plan for the 
government of India, and leave was given. to 
bring in a bill accordingly. 

Jan. 16. Mr. Pitt retufing to give any ex- 
plicit anfwer to queftions refpecting a diffolution, 
the Houle refolved,:in addition to the latt refolu- 
tion of the 12th, ‘“* That the continuance of 
the prefent miniiters in trufts of the higheit im- 
portance and refponfibility is contrary to con- 
it.tutional principles, and injurious to the inie- 
reits of his Miajetty and his people.’’ 

As thete refolutions failed of their sintended 
effect, and put a ttop to all butinets, it was ditf- 
cult to fee where the conte. w oly end, or what 
might be Hs confequences. A geveral coalition 
began fo be talked of; and from the temperance 
and cundour of this day's debuic, in compariion 
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of the former heat and violence, with the ad- 
journment of the committee on the ftate of the 
nation, on the Tuefday following, to the 26th, 
it was hoped with fome confidence that a ne- 
gociation for that purpofe was on foot. They 
who entertained fuch hopes were not aware of the 
obitacles that ftood in the way of an union. 
The minittry had manifefted no inclination to 
fubmit to the decifion of the Houfe; and 
Mr. Fox had declared that he would not give up 
the principle of his India bill, the independence, 
of the commiffioners on the crown by being no- 
minated by parliament, and their continuing for 
a given time inoffice. The patronage of India 
was too rich a fpoil for either party to refign to 
their opponents, and to divide it Gnlesen both 
was a matter not eafily adjufted. The fudden 
moderation of oppofition was to be deduced from 
another caufe. An aflociation of the country 
members was actually forming, who they faw 
were no longer difpofed to be the obfequious par- 
tizans or tame {pectators of a conteit, which 
threatened utter ruin to the declining interetts 
of the nation. It required little ditcernment to 
forefee that tuch an aflociation would fuppost 
that party which feemed moft inclined to union; 
their majority was funk from fifty-four to twen- 
ty-one; and it was hard to fay what the obitinate 
perfeverance of miniftry might eifect. 

Jan. 23, Mr. Pite’s India bill was reje&ed, 
after the fecond reading, by a majority ot eight. 
Of that bill it is unneceffary to fpeak, fince 
there feems already to be but one opinion con- 
cerning it, and fince thofe who withed to fee ‘it 
committed acknowledgedits deficiency. Mr. Fox 
then moved for leave to bring in a new bill, whi¢h 
he was willing to accommodate to the general 
wifhes of the Houfe, referving only the funda- 
mental principlesof the old bill, viz. that the feat 
ot government of India fhould be at home, and the 
fyitem permanent. Mr. Pitt being called upon 
in the mott urgent manner from all fides of the 
Houle, to declare whether the parliament was 
now at an end, and perfifling in a filence not 
very ufual with minifters of late years, ‘the elerk 
of the parliamentary inrollments was ordered to 
attend, to receive directions to deliver out the 
new writs with fairnefs, ia cafe of a diflolutions 
On Saturday they obtained an aflurance from 
Mr. Pitt that they fhould meet again on 

Monday the 26th, when Mr. Eden, to afcer- 
tain the exiftence of parliament, brought tor- 
ward the following motion: ‘ That it appears 
to this Houfe, that his Majetty’s mx ft gracious 
anfwer contains ailurances: mpon which this 
Houte cannot but moft irmly-reiy, that his Ma- 
jefty will not by any prorogation or diflolution 
ot parliament interrupt this Houle in their con- 
fiderations ot proper meatures tor regulating the 
affairs of the Eatt-India Company, and tor fup- 
porting the public credjt and, revenues of this 
country, objects which, in the opinion of his 
Majetty, and of this Toute, and of the public, 
cannot byt be thought to demand the mott ime 
mediate and unremitting altention of parila 
ment.”” 

Though Mr. Pitt oppofed this motion, ‘it 'r- 
tor.ed an anfwer from him, that in the preleu 
fituation of afiairs he thought a aiffoluneigy of 
parliament mult be attended with greet detric 

ment; 
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ment, and therefore would not advife fuch an 
exercife of the prerogative. By an anfwer hav- 
ing been denied fo long, when withholding it 
created enemies, it is evident that the cabinet 
was divided on this important point. 
_ The meeting at the St. Alban’s-tavern, which 
took place this day, infpired the friends of mini- 
ftry with confiderable hopes, and was not beheld 
by the coalition without.alarm, A new ftan- 
dard was erected, to which all who felt or af- 
fected patriotiim, who courted popularity, or 
could be flattered by the imaginary confeyuence 
of becoming arbitrators between the contend- 
ing tactions, would repair. Theirown addrefs, 
and the haughty infiexibility ot his Majetty’s 
fervants enabled them to derive eftectual fupport 
from a circumftance which, at firft fight, portend- 
ed the downtall of their party. By making every 
conceilion that was demanded of them, and in- 
trenching themiclve sbehind the refalutions which 
they themielves had pailed, they blended their 
caule with that ot the Houle of Commons, and 
fsom that time continued to gather ireth ftrength. 
Their condeicenfion appeared to more advantage 
when contraited with the fullen, unaccommo- 
dating obitinacy of adminiftration, which ferved 
to irritate the Houfe, by detying its authority. 
keb. 2. Mr. Grofvenor, the chairman oi the 
mecting at the St. Aiban’s, moved, ** That it 
is the opinion of this Houte, that an adminitra- 
tion firm, efficient, extended, and united is ne- 
ceflary at the prefent time, to heal the diftrac-_ 
tions of the country, and to fave it from ruin 
and deitruction,’”? which patied unanijmoutiy. 
And as Mr. Powys and other members now de- 
clined fupporting Mr. Pitt, in oppofition to the 
yefolutions of the Houle, alhoagh they con- 
demued thefe refolutions, it was carried by a 
majority of nineteen, ** That the continuation 
of the prefent miniiters in power, after the reio- 
lutions of this Houle, is an obitacle to a firm, efii- 
cient, extended, and united adminiftration, which 
can alone fave this country.”’ And next day 
it was voted, ** “hat thefe refolutions be laid 
before his Majetty.’’ 

Feb. 4. The Houfe of Lords, where the 
chiet ftrength of miniftry lay, patfed feveral refo- 
lutions, of which it is difhieult to difcover the 
utility. They evidently tended to bring ona 
a with the Lower Houle. They were 
ounded on a vote ot «he Houle of Commons of 
the 24th ot December, reftri€ting the Lords of 
the Treafury from {uttering the Diredtcrs ot the 
Eatt-India Company to accept any more bills ; 
and on that of the 12thof January, which we 
have mentioned, and were to the toilowing pur- 
port: ** That for any branch of the legitlature 
to aflume a power to-direct or control an au- 
thority vetted ia any fet of men by act ot par- 
liument, and to be exerciied by them at their 
own dicretion, is unconititutional and illegal.’’ 

“* That the conttitution vetted in the crowa 
the righe of appeintiag its miniiters.”” 

Ang, * That their lordinips had every reafon 
to be fatistied with his Majeity’s wifdom in fe- 
le@ting men who merited the confidcace of that 
Houte.”? An addres grounded on thefe refo- 
lutions was prefented to his Majeity. 

_ Wehave mentioned thefe refoiutions, as being, 
1 our opinion, ateeble and ill-judged attempt in 
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fupport of miniftry: the proceedings of the other 
Houfe, as it’s privileges were concerned, will be 
feen in our Parliamentary Hiitory. 

Feb. 11 Myr. Fox proteifed his willingnefs 
to modity his India bill, fo as to meet generai 
approbation, and Lord North declared, that, 
though he would not facrifice his claim to power 
to the prejudices or paffians of any man, yet he 
would willingly refign his pretenfions it his 
country required that facriice ofhim. Mr. Pitt 
periitted in his determination never to retign in 
order to negotiate. The Chairman of the St. 
Alban’s mecting was of opinion, that after what 
had been faid he was bound to refign. 

About this time a fimall change took place in 
the cabinet, the Duke of Rutland being ap. 
pointed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. It was 
thought that Lord Tempie, who had differed at 
hrit with Mr. Pitt, refpecting a diffolution of 
premen would fucceed his Grace as Lord 

rivy Seal. 

Much of the popular odium againit the late 
minittry had arifen trom the reccipt tax. How 
ill grounded that was, appeared trom the bill 
for amending it being committed on the 12th, 
fvith the entire concurrence ot the prefent mime 
ftry, thoie who had formerly oppoied it the moft 
vehemently withdrawing betore the divifion. 

On Sunday the 15th, his Majeity fent to the 
Duke oi Portiand, to detire an interview between 
him and fome members of the prefent cabinet, 
with a view of eftablifhing a zew and united 
adminittration, which hjs Grace declined, un- 
lefs they thould firit refign. He could not think 
ot facriticing the dignity of the Houfe of Com- 
mons to Mr. Piu’s punctilios, bur fuch was his 
defire of accommodation, that if that Houfe 
fhould be fatished that the words mew admini- 

Jtration implied a reGgnauion of the prefeni, al} 
impedimeiits to a negotiation would be removed. 
This conceilioa the miniitry refufed to make. 

Feb. 18. The order of the day being for 
bringing up the report on the Ordnance eftimates, 
Mr. Pitt, as he had promited to fatisfy the 
Houle what his Majefty’s ideas were refpecting 
the refolutions that had been laid betore 
him, before the queftion of fupply fhould 
be taken into confideration, fajd trom autho- 
rity, ** That his Majefly, trom a confideration af 
the circumitances or the times, had not difmis- 
fed his mjnitters, nor had they refigned.”*—Mr. 
Fox declared that this intelligence was of a na- 
ture unknown in the annals of this country, 
fince the Revolution; and that the Houfe might 
have time to think on the new and extraordi- 
nary circumftances in which they flood, he 
moved to defer the confideration of the report 
till Friday, which was carried by a majority of 
12, although it was flrenuoufly contended by 
Mr, Pitt and his friends, that thofe who advifed 
to poitpone the fupplies could mean only to with- 

hold them. 

On Friday 20, Mr. Powis moved a refoh tion to 
the following ette¢t: ** That this Houfe, tucng- 
ly imprefied with his Majetty’s ‘parental gocd- 
nefs, and contiding in his royal wifdom, had 
every reliance that his Majefty will take fuch 
meaiures as are mott likely to effect the object 
ot their former refolutions—a firm, efficient, ex- 
tended, and united adminiftration.” ‘To which 

X 2 Mr 
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Mr. Eden added an amendment: ** That his 
Majefty will remove fuch impediments as 
may itand in the way of giving effect to the 
refolutions of this Houle.’’ Mr. Pitt met this 
refolution with high language, and repeated with 
much firmnefs his determination tw remain in 
office, till other means were adopted, or till he 
was driven trom it. It was carried by a majo- 
rity of 20, and converted into an addrefs to the 
King, which was alfo carried by a majority of 
21, and ordered to be prefented by the whole 
Houfe. The report of the Ordnance eftimates 
was then brought up, and agreed to unanimoufly. 

Such was the ftate of things when the courle 
of publication obliged us to clofe our account. 
We will not fpecuiate on the probable contfe- 
quences. Whether the King poilefies the un- 
contreulable prerogative of appointing his own 


minitters, or whether the Houfe of Commons 
may interpofe with its negative, feems now 
fairly at iffue; a queftion which we could have 
wifhed to remain among the undecided points 
of the conititution. We fhall clofe this article 
with arfother fpecimen of parliamentary traffick, 
being an advertifement copied from the Morn- 
ing Herald of Jan. 7th. ‘* There will be a va- 
cancy in a Wettern part of England, whether a 
d - (diffolution) takes place or not. A 
gentleman of character and fortune would be ef- 
tectually introduced by a perfon who retires. If 
this fhould attract the notice of fuch a perfon, 
it will be neceffary that he fhould appear himfelf 
at an interview, as no agent, follicitor, or any 





ether but the principal will be feen. Direét to © 
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Account of the Proceedings of the Gentlemen, Members of the Houfe of Commons, who 


afjembled at the Si, Alvan’s-Tavern, wtih a view to couciliate differences, and 


Jorward an union of parties. 

()* Monday the 26th. of January, the firft 

meeting was held, when an addrefS was 
agieed to, and tigned by fitty-three members of the 
Fioufe ot Commons, and preiented by a com- 
mittee to the Duke of Portiand and the Right 
Hon. William Pitt. It was to the following 
purport: 

‘* We, whofe names are hereunto figned, 
members of the Houle of Commons, being 
tully perfuaded thar the united efforts of thoie, 
in whofe integrity, abilities, and conftitu- 
tonal principles we have reafon to conhde, 
van alone reicue the country trom its prefent 
diftracted ftate, do join in moft earneftly in- 
treating them to communicate with each other 
on the arduous fituation of public affairs; truit- 
ing that by a liberal and unreferved intercourfe 
‘between them, every impediment may be re- 
moved to a cordial co-operation of great and 
refpeCtable characters, acting on the fame 
public principle, and entitled to the fupport of 
independent and difinterefted men.”’ 

‘Phe Duke of Portland returned for anfwer: 
«« That he thould think himfelt happy in obeying 
the commands of fo refpectable a meeting. 
‘But the greateft dithculty to him, and he ima- 
gined ftill greater to Mr. Pitt, was Mr. Pitt's 
being in office.”” 

Mr. Pitt’s anfwer was: ‘“ ‘That he would be 
very ready to pay attention to the commands 
ot fo refpe€table a meeting, and _ co-operate 
with their wifhes, to fcrm a ftronger and more 
extended adminittration, if the fame could be 
done with principle and honour.’’ 

On Tueiday the 27th, the gentlemen met at 
‘the faid tavern, when there appearcd to be 
feventy members, and the above aniwers being 
read, they came to the following relolutions : 

*¢ Retelved, That the thanks of this meeting 
be given to his grace the Duke of Portland, and 
the Right Hon. William Pitt, for the attention 
they have refpectively declared themfelves ready 
to pay to the requifitions prefented to them in our 
names. 

‘* Refolved, fecondly, Thut ia anxious expecta- 


tion of a cordial co-operation of great and re- 
fpectable characters, acting on the fame.public 
principles, we beg leave to exprefs our moit ear- 
neit wilh, that fome explanation may be had be- 
tween the Duke of Portland and Mr. Pitt on any 
difficulty in the way of confidential intercourfe. 

** Refolved, thirdly, That we do not prefume 
to point out the mode in which fuch mutual 
explanation may be obtained, ftudioufly avoiding 
any interierence on our part, which may impede 
or counteract whatever fteps are taken towards 
that communication which it is our object to 
ettect. | 

‘¢ Refolved, fourthly,’ That the chairman be 
defired to communicate thefe refolutions to his 
Grace ot Portland and Mr. Pitt.’’ 

The refolutions of Tuefday evening laft being 
communicated to Mr. Pitt, he returned the fol- 
lowing anfwer: 

‘« Mr. Pitt having received from fo refpectable 
a meeting an intimation of their withes, that 
fome explanation may be had between the Duke 
of Portiand and himfelt, on any difficulties in the 
way of confidential intercourfe, begs to aflure Mr. 
Groivenor (the chaitman) that there are no dithi- 
culties on his part in the way of an immediate 
intercourfe with the Duke otf Portland on the 
fubject of an union confiftent with honour and 
princ! ple, which he agrees with the gentlemen of 
the meeting, in thinking of the greateft import- 
ance in the prefent ftate of the country. If, on 
his Grace’s part, theve are any objections to fuch 
intercourfe, Mr Pitt wifhes to have them ttaied, 
and will immediately give a dire€t anfwer with 
regard to them.’’ 

‘The Duke of Portland returned the following 
aniwer (addrefled to the chairman): 

Devon-toufe, Thurfday, Fan. 29, 1784 
“ SIR, 

** AS you have fo very obligingly commu- 
nicated to me the aflurances you have received 
trom Mr. Pitt, * that there are no diffieulties oa 
his part in the way of an immediate intercouif 
between him and me on-the ijubject of an unica 
of parties, and that he is ready to give an ims 
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mediate and direét anfwer to any objections which 
I may have to fuch intercourfe,’ my fincere in- 
clination to concur in the withes ot the very re- 
{peGtable meeting, of which you fo worthily fill 

e chair; and my anxious defire to fee fuch an 
adminiftration formed upon a folid and fecure 
bafis, as may reftore harmony to this diftracted 
empire, and may be entitled to the confidence 
and fupport of every true friend of his country, 
make it neceffary tor me to trouble you witha 
repetition of the reafons which I ajffigned to you 
and other gentlemén who delivered me the re- 

refentation and requifition of your mecting of 
the 26th of January, for declining an immediate 
interview with Mr. Pitt, on the prefeat arduous 
fituation of public affairs. 

«‘] had the honour of ftating to you, I did 
not think it poifible that fuch a meeting would 
tend to forward the defireable end we all with, as 
long as Mr. Pitt. remained in his ininifterial 
capacity, nocwithftanding the refolution of the 
Houfe of Commons on the 16th curt. Under 
thefe circumitances the embarrailment feems 
mutual and difficult to be got over; but if any ex- 
pedieat can be devited for removing it, I fhall be 
extremely ready to confer with Mr. Pitt, and to 
coatribute every faculty in my power to promete 
the object of our joint withes. 

*¢ ] have the honour to be, 
** With great refpect, 
** Your moit obedient, 
(Signed) * PORTLAND.” 

Tho, Grofvenor, Efq. Chairman. 

Thurfday the 29th, the gentlemen met, and 
there being above eighty members prefent, they 
came to the following refolution: 

Refolved, ‘* That the chairman be requefted 
to return our thanks to the Duke of Portland 
and Mr. Pitt, for the additional favour they 
have now given of their attention to our wifhes. _ 

‘© To exprefs our cordial fatisfaction to find 
they agree in opinion with this meeting, that an 
union is of the higheit importance, and is the 
object of their joint withes. 

‘¢ Te intimate to them, that after thefe decla- 
rations we are the more itrongly confirmed in our 
hope and expectation, that by the intervention 
ot mutual iriends, fome expedient may be de- 
vited, which may ted to remove the difficulty, 
which is ftated to be the moft material obdftacle 
to a communication between them, on the 
fubje€t of a cordial and permanent union. 

(Signed) ** ‘T. GROSVENOR, Chairman.” 

it is but fair to add, that the Duke of 
Portland had feen Mr. Pitt’s anfwer, but 
Mr. Pitt had not yet feen the Duke’s. 

January 31, the following letters were re- 
ceived and read: 

Berkeley-[quare, 31ft Fan. 1784. 

“Mr. PITT has already had the honour of 
ftating to Mr. Grofvenor, that there are no diffi- 
culties on his part in the way of an immediate 
intercourfe, for the purpofe of efteCling an union 
confiitent with honour and principle. With 
regard to the embaraiment ftated by the Duke 
ot Portland in his Grace’s letter, referred to 
in the relolutions of the meeting, arifing from 
Mr. Pitt’s remaining in his minitterial capacity, 
it is an embarrailment which Mr. Pitt cannot 
remove, by iefignation, in order to negociate. 
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In thefe circumftances, Mr. Pitt has it not ia 

his power to fuggett any expedient, but is very 

detirous of learning whether the Duke of Porte. 
land can propofe any thing which his-Grace cone’ 
fiders as fuch, and he begs at the fame time to 

add that his prefent minitterial capacity is no 

obftacle to his difcuffing every point that relates 

to the defireable object in queition, as freely and 

openly as he could doin any other fituation.’’ 


Devon- ’ | 
Shin evon-Houfe, Sat. 31 Fan. 1784. 


** I am extremely forry that Mr. Pitt 
appears fo pofitively to decline fuggefting any ex- 
pedient on ‘his part, to remove the difficulties 
which obftruct the conference you defire. I be- 
lieve you will agree, that the continuance of the 
prefent miniftry, and the honour of the Houfe of’ 
Commons, dre not very eafily reconcileable. 

** It was the fenfe of thofe difficulties, and 
my earnett defire of complying with the opinions 
of gentlemen whole fenuinents claim my highest 
re{pect, that induced me to fuggeit the poilibilny 
ot an expedient which you will eafily difcerm 
would not depend uponme. ‘Lhe recolleétion of 
fimilar events ia two fucceflive years led me to 
flatter myfelf that there was a middle way be- 
tween the actual refignation of miniiters and the 
neglect of what appeared on the journals of the 
Houle of Commons. I haped that Mr. Pitt 
would have adverted to thofe events, and I truit 
they will yet have due weight with him; 1 thall 
mot certainly rejoice: in any propofition that can 
promife to lay a bafis for the tranquillity and 
fettiement which are the objeéts of our common 
wilhes. I have the honour t be, 

** With great truth and regard, Sir, 
‘¢ Your moit obedient humble fervant, 
(Signed) ‘* PORTLAND.” 
Thomas Grojvenor, Efg. Chairman. 
a Feb. 2, the following letters were 
read: 
Berkeley-Square, Feb. 1, 178 
“Mr. Pitt being Ranenale pend ee 
there fhould not continue any obitacle in the way 
ot fuch an intercourfe as-has been withed for, 
regrets that it is not in his power to fuggeft ex- 
pedients to remove the difiiculty felt by the Duke 
of Portland. He does not underftand precifely 
what is the middle way which his Grace feems 
to allude to; the events in the two years to 
which his Grace refers appear to Mr. Pitt to 
have been only modes of refignation, and fuch 
ameature, in order toenter into a negociation, 
is what the prefent minittry, as has been alrea- 
dy declared, cannot agree to. Whenever any 
expedient is directly itated, Mr. Pitt will be 
happy to give every explanation upon it.’ 
z eo Monday morn, 2 Feb. 1784. 
, 

‘** I very fincerely regret that the expes 

dient to which I referred fhould be thought ‘a: 
applicable to the difficultits I had ftated. I 
certainly fuggefted it as a mode of refignation, 
but as a mode of refignation the leait embarraf- 
fing togyvernment in the ordinary funétions of 
office, and at the fame time as a proof of a dif- 
pofition to confult the honour of the Houfe of 
Commons, as it ftands pledged by the refolu- 
tion of the 16th of January. ‘This lait is a pre- 
liminary, which, as a friend to the fpirit of the 
conititution, 
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conftitution, T mut think myfelf bound inva- 


riably to require. 


« With refpect to myfelf, I am willing to 


hope that I have not been miftaken in the con- 


cepuon I formed of your wifhes,. by fuppofing 


what ic waswith Mr. Pict diat you were detirous 
fT thould have a liberal anduureferved intercourfe, 
aod not with the head of an adminittration, to 


which ] was merely to bring an acceilion of 


farength. But Mr. Pite’s meflage places him in 
another character; and your own good fenfe will 
readily fuggeit to you, ‘that it was impoflible for 
me to tuppofe that your expectations extended to 
a contidential contereace with him, as the repre- 
fentative of the prefent adminiitration. | 

« Jf I had done this, I mutt have fallen in 
your efteem {which, I affure you, is a very te- 
gious object to me) as I thould have thown my- 
felf infentidle of what is due to the Houle of 
Commons. , 

1 have unrefervedly fubmitted to you my 
ideas of the extent ef your expectations. In con- 
formity with thole expectations (Mr. Pitt having 
uniformly declined to fuggeit any expedient on 
his part) I took the liberty of fuggeiting an ex- 
pedieat, which thought might put us into a 
fituation, in which the intercourle you wifhed 
might take place with propriety. : 

* }ihall be happy to find that my propofitions 
have met with your approbation; but, in every 
grant, L hope that my anxiety to merit the par- 
wality you have thown me will entitie me to its 
cour nuance. 

** b have the honour to be, with great regard 
and eiteem, Sir, 

“¢ Your moit faithful and obedient fervant, 

(Signed ) * PORTLAND.” 
7. Gerofvesor, by/7. Chairman. 

Feb. 4. “Chey’came to the follawing refolu- 

tion > “4 Phat whatever maybe the iftue of the 

refent conteit between the two parties in the 

doute* of Commons, we will tteadily perievere 
mm our endeavours té ettect the objeét of this 
meeting, which has been unanimouily approved 
and adopted by the Houfent Commons; namely, 
the procuring a firm, efficient, extended, united 
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adminiftration, entitled to the confidence of the 
people; and fuch as may have a tendetcy to re- 
move the unfortunate divifions and diltractions 
of this country.’’ 

From this time to the 18th the gentlemen 
continued to meet occafionally, aad had various 
conierences with Mr. Pitt and the -Duke of 
Portland, which have not yet tranfpired. As 
far as we can collect, from the part which the 
chairman and other leading members took in the 
Houle of Commons, the oppofition conceded 
every point in difpute, except the refignation of 
miniitry, on which Mr. Pitt alio continued in- 
flexible. About the 32th, Mr. Grofvenor re- 
frgned the chair, and the Hon. Charles Marfham, 
member for Kent, was chofen in his room. On 
the 13th it was propofed, and unanimoufly re- 
folved, to return the thanks of the meeting to 
the Right Hon. Lord North and the Right Hon. 
Charles Fox, for their open, candid, and manly 
declarations of their willingnets to conciliate the 
differences then fubfitting. —~ 

On the 17th not more than thirty members 
attended. “hey fat upwards of four hours. 

On the r8th, it was reported that all their 
efforts to prevail on Mr. Pitt to come to a nego- 
tiation an equal ground had failed, notwithitand- 
ing feveral of his conditions had been complied 
with in the moit conciliatory manner—That his 
hrit objeGion to treating was, that he could never 
condefcend to a€& with Lord North; when Lord 
North with great chearfulnefs declared his readi- 
nefs to retire to a private ftation—Then he faid he 
could not agree to any comprimife upon which 
tlie India bill of Mr. Fox was to be revived. Mr. 
Fox declared himfelf ready to moderate the pro- 
vifions of that*bill. He then ftated, that his 
perional feelings would not fuffer him to refign 
his poit tor the purpole of negotiating, and that ne 
rclolutions of the Houfe of Commons could bring 
him toit. “This was a ground which they could 
not defire men who valued the conftitution ef their 
cauntry to recede from, and, therefore, their con- 
ciliatory endeavours were rendered truitieis. After 
patling a motion declaratory ot their tentiments, 
they agreed to adjourn, fine die. 
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Exivad of a Defpateh from Lord Caerimarthen to Mr, Siaver, and communicated by the latter to the 
Ambajfadours of the United Provinces at Paris, the 4th of January, 1784. 


&< FN the prefent fituation of affairs berween the 
ry two nations, itis moft highly neceilary that 
the Swates-General fhould be fenfible ot the 
King’s defire to take every meafure which may 
accord with his diguity, to convince the Republic 
oi his cordial difpofition to do every thing on 
his part to dithpate the appearance of cooinets 
which might feem in the eyes of Europe to oc- 
eafion the long delay of the reciprocal envoy of 
muinifters to the two courts. For whizh reaion 
4 defire, accoruing to the intention of his Ma- 
jetty, unae without lofs of time you haften to re- 
prefeat to the Dutch plenipotentiaries, for the 
informatio: of the States-General, that whait- 
ever may bs the selolution os theis High Migh- 


tinefles, with regard to the place which fhall 
be choten for the conclufion of the Definitive 
Treaty, the King contents and withes to.fend to 
the Hague a minitter of equal rank with the per- 
fon who thal] be authoriled to treat with him, 
and that his Majetty is difpofed to do every 
thing that may demonttrate his inclination far 
the re-efteblithiment of the pérfect underitanding 
and the flacere amity which have fo happily 
fublitted during fo many years, tw the mutual 
advantage of the two naticus, which iaduces 
him tuly to defire that the nomination ot the 
refpective minifters may mect with the leat 
delay poilible.’”? 
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THE MONTHLY 


Tuurspay, January 1, 1784 
HE Archbifhops and Bifhops had the honour, 
according to annual cuftom, of addrefling 
the King at his levee on that occafion, when his 
Majefty was pleafed to make them the following 
mott gracious anfwer: ; 

‘* My lords, I return you my thanks for this 
dutiful and loyal addrefs, and you may always 
depend upon my warmett zeal tor, and conftant 
protection of the church. I alfo return you my 
thanks for your congratulations on the com- 
mencement of the new year;- the commence- 
ment of this year may probably be the moft cri- 
tical and important of any yet in the annals of 
this country: it has, from my acceffion to the 
throne of thefe realms, been my contftant itudy 
equally to preferve the rights, liberties, and 
happinefs of my people, with the prerogatives 
and rights which the conftitution hath entruited 
tome; it is my determined refolution to perfe- 
vere in this conduét, in which I trutt I may have 
the prote¢tion of the Almighty, and the tupport 
of every honeft man in my dominions.”’ 

Fribday, 2. 

The outer light-houfe on the Farn iflands was 
fwept away by the fea, in a heavy ftorm at fouth- 
eaft. A temporary light will be fixed on a fwape 
in the innermoft ifland but one, till the light- 
houfe is rebuilt. 

' SATURDAY, 3. 

This day’s Gazette contains his Majefty’s pro- 
clamation, requiring pafles tormerly granted to 
fhips and vetlels trading in the way of cruifers 
belonging to government on the coaft of Bar- 


bary, to be returned -into the office of the Ad- - 


miraity of Gréat-Britain, and other pafles of 
ditierent forms to be iffued. 
FRIDAY, 9- 

A tryal came on at thé Seffions-Houfe on 
Clerkenwell-Green, at the inftance of the 
glals mranufatturers of this kingdom, againtt 
an officer of his Majefty’s cuftoms, for feducing 
three artificers of that manufactory to emigrate 
to France; and the officer being convicted, was 
fentenced to 12 months initrument, and to pay 
a ine of 500). 

TUESDAY, 13. . 


An air-balloon, which had been exhibited by - 


Mr. Biaggini at the Pantheon, was let off trom 
Park-itreety Grofvenor-fyuare. The immeule 
crowd vf ipectators of all ranks and defcriptions, 


which repeated advertifements had collected, - 


were not a littie mortified by uhe hazinefs of the 
day. Owing to this it continued in fight about 
four minutes only. Mr. Biaggini, we believe, 
was the firtt fince Montgolher’s fuccedsful expe- 
.Yumeut, and no experiment had fucceeded before, 


who conftru¢ted an air-balloon in England, and > 


turned to profit his own ingenuity and the cu- 


riofity of the public. They are now become a - 


common f{pectacle in moft parts of our ifland, 
Fripay, 16. 
About half paft one o’clock, the Lord Mayor, 
accompanied by Aldermen Crotby, Townfend, 


Wilkes, Efdaile, Lewes, Hart, Wright, Kitch.., 
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Gill, and Pickett, the two Sheriff, the Recorde%. 
the City-Remembrancer, ‘Fown-Clerk, City- 
Counfel, and about 60 common-councilmen, 
went from Guildhall to St. James’s, and pre~ 
fented the following addreis to his Majetty ; 
To the King’s Moit Excellent Majeity, 
The humble Addrefs of the Lord-Mayor, Al- 
dermen, and Commons of the City ot Lone 
don, in Common-Council ailembied. 
** Moft Gracious Sovereign, - 


“ WE your Majeity’s moit dutiful and loyal 


fubjects, the Lord-Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- 
mons ot the city of London, in commen-council 
aflembled, contider it incumbent on us, at the 
prefent alarming moment, to approach the throne 
with renewed atturances of our mott faithful and 
conitant attachment to your Majerty’s perfoa and 
government. 

** Your faithful citizens lately beheld with 
infinite concern the progrets of a meafure, which 
equally tended to encroach on the rights of your 
Majeity’s crown, to annihilate the chartered 
rights of the Eatt-India Company, and to ratfe 
a new powcr, unknown to this tree government, 
and highly inimical to its fatety. 

** As this dangerous meafure was warmly fup- 
ported by your Majetty’s late miniiters, we heart- 


“tly rejoice tn their difmitfion, and humbiy thank 


your Majefty for exertiag your prerogative ina 
manner to (alutary and coutttutional, 

“Te is impoflible for us to contider that event 
Without ire:h admiration of the conttitutioa hand- 
ed down by our ancettors; and we trutt, that ia 
the well-compounded legitlavon of this kingdom 
there will ever be fouxd lome branch ready to de- 
fend the rights and liberties of the. people, aud 
to preterve inviolate the faith and honour.of par- 
liamentary engagements. 

“¢ Sire! the prerogatives of your Majcity’s high 
office were annexed thereto ror the good of the 
.people; and -we heg your Majefty will receite 
our earnett aflurances that the citizens or Londan 
will always tupport the conftitutional exercile of 


* them to the utmott of their power. 


“Highly fentible of your Majeity’s paternal 
care aud affestion tor your people, we pray the 
Aimighty that you may long rcign in peace over a 
tree, and happy, and united sation.’” s 
‘Lo which his. Majeity was picafed to retura the 

following aniwer: 
© | Thank you tor this dutiful and afféce 
tionate addres, and for the expreilions of your 
aitachment to-my perio, and your zeal tor the 
excellent canttitucion of this country. 

** My taithtul citizeas oi London may always 
depend upon my earneit attention to the weltare 
ot ail my dubjects, and may atiure themicives, 
that in the exercite of the power with which I 
am invetted by the conttitution, I fhali unitermiy 
endeavour to promote the happinels and profpeaty 
of my people.” 

They were all moft cracioufly received, and 
had the honour of killing his Majefty’s hand. . 

His Majcity was pleated to conter the honour 


of 
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of knighthood on Barnard Turner, Efg. one of 
the fheriffs. 


MonpDAy,y Ig- 

Ended the feffion at the Old-Bailey, which 
began the 14th. Eighteen convicts received 

godgement of death, 44 were convitted of 
felonies, and 36.acquitted.. The verdict againtt 
Daniel Hickman, convicted in Ottober feffion 
of telonioufly affaulting a gentleman, and by 
threats. and menaces of charging him with an 
wnnatural crime extorting from him a 
certain fum of money, was confirmed by the 
judges, and he received fentence of death. 
WEDNESDAY, 21. 

The following malefactors were executed facing 
‘Newgate, viz. Robert Dewar, for forging a 
feaman’s will—Mary Moody, for ftealing a large 

uantity of linen and wearing apparel]—John 
Rich for ftealing a quantity of apparel—Patrick 
Bowman, for robbing John Spicer, ina field at 
Bethnal-Green, and wounding him in a defperate 
manner. They all behaved very penitently. 

‘The theriffs have given orders to Mr. Aker- 
man, not to fuffer the body of any convict who 
has (uffered execution to be removed from New- 
gate tll after feven o’clock in the evening of the 
fame day. 

SATURDAY, 24. 

This day’s Gazette contains addreffes from 
athe city of Norwich, and boroughs of Leiceiter 
and Great Yarmouth, thanking his Majefty for 
the ditmiflion of the late minittry, as the com- 
mor enemies of the monarch’s dignity and the 
people’s rights, and conceived throughout in the 
tame ftyle. 

SUNDAY, 25. 

The following initance of barbarity was difco- 
-wered :—A tadefman in St. John’s, Weftmin- 
iter took a poor girl from one of the workhoufes 
as.an apprentice: lait Friday, having been guilty 
of a trifling fault, the man and his wife beat her 

inhumanly, and afterwards fhut her up in the 
cellar, where die remained till noon this day, 
when fhe was difcovered, by fome lodgers, fitting 
on a fione, with her hands refting on her thighs, 
up to the knees in water, occafioned by the 
foring tides, and frozen to death. On.Monday 
the matter was committed for trial. 

Monpbay 26. 

At half paft twelve o’clock, the fherifis met 
at Guildhall, on the huftings, in order to declare 
the numbers for a reprefentative of this city, in 
the room of Fredenck Bull, Efq. when there 
appeared for 

‘Brooke Watfon, Efq. 2097 
Alderman Croiby 1043 
Upon which Brooke Watfon, Efg. was declared 
ducly elected. 
TUESDAY 27. 

This day’s Gazette contains an addrefs from 
the frecholders of Middlefex, moft humbly im- 
ploring his Majeity to appoint fuch an admini- 
ttration as may potlefs the confidence of parlia- 
ment and the public. 

Alfo addrefies from the city of Canterbury, 
the borough of Southwark, and towns of Lei- 
cotter and Iptwich, congratulating his .Majeity 
on the difmutiion of the late miniitry and his 
choice of the prefent. 

‘bux Loxrvo Mawor called the attention of 
i 
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the Court of Aldermen to the mifcrable fcen® 
that has lately prefented itfelf in almoft every 
ftreet of the metropolis, of a number of Lafcars 
begging for the common neceffaries of* life in a 
country to which their language is unknown, 
and who have no other mode of relating their 
diftrefs but by gefticulations. His lordthip re- 
marked, that thefe poor wretches had frequently 
been brought before him for committing aéts of 
vagrancy, which fubjected them to puniihment 
in Bridewell, but when an- interpreter happened 
to be affifting in saeieing circumitances, the 
Blacks pleaded neceffity for the act, and that 
they had no food or habitation—that they 
were brought over in an Eaft-India thip, wreck- 
ed in the voyage to England, and could neither 
get their wages nor a paflage to their own cli- 
mate. 

The captain of the fhip being called in, told 
acaie widely different in all points. He faid 
that humanity had been grofsly impofed upon 
refpecting thefe men, who had evaded every 
effort for reftoring them to their country; that 
from the moment of their arrival, he had boarded 
and lodged them at Stepney, and paid gs. a 
week for 40, fo that they coft him 181. a week ; 
that he had provided a vetlel, and offered to pay 
them fix‘ inftead of four months wages, provided 
they would go back; that in their way to the 
vetiel they efcaped, and ttrolled about the ttreets, 
afking charity, which had proved to them a very 
profitable employment, fome getting near two 
guineas a day, which they {pent with the lowcit 
proftitutes in the neighbourhgod of Stepney, 
trom whofe habitations many were taken in a 


-itare of actual infenfibility through intoxication ; 


that bond in a very heavy penalty was given in 
their own country for returning thefe men; and 
that he wifhed moft fincerely tor the aid of the 
magiitrates of London, to apprehend and fecure 
them on board the thip now ready to recéive 
them. 

The court advifed him to apply to the magi- 
ftrates at the Rotation in Whitechapel, to appre- 
hend and pafs them to their ewn country, as,it 
did not appear that they were under the jusil- 
diction of the city magiftrates. 


FRIDAY, 30. 

At twelve o’clock the Lord Chancelior, ac- 
companyed by fome of the Bifhops, went trom 
the Houfe of Peers to Weftmintter-Abbey, and 
heard a fermon from the Bifhop of Llandaff. 
Not one of the temporal lords was prefent: after 
the fervice he returned to the Houfe of Lords, 
and adjourned that Houfe to Monday.— Tie 
Speaker of the Houfe of Commons alio went 
to St. Margaret’s church, and heard a fermon 
from their chaplain. 


Tuespay, February 3. 

This day’s gazette contains addreffes to his 
Majefty from. the cities of Wefiminfter, York, 
and Exeter; the boroughs of Lancafter, Reading, 
Evetham, and the town of Colcheiter, expreffing 
their thanks to his Majefty for the removal of 
the late miniftry. 

. THURSDAY, §- 

The following addrefs from the Houfe of 
Peers was pretented to his Majefty by the Lords 
with white itaves ¢ 
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1784. 
“ To the KING, 

«© We acknowledge, with great fatisfaCtion, 
the wifdom of our happy conttitution, which 
placés in your Majefty’s hands the undoubted 
authority of appointing to all the great offices of 
executive government. We have the firmeit re- 
Jiance in your Majefty’s known wifdom and pa- 
ternal goodnefs, that you will be anxious to call 
jnto, and continue in your fervice, men ‘the 
moft deferving of the confidence of the parlia- 
ment, and the public in general. 

‘¢ In this confidence, we beg leave to approach 
your Majefty with our moft earneit aflurances, 
that we will, upon all occafions, fupport your 
Majefty in the juft exercife of thofe prerogatives 
which the wifdom of the law has entrufted to 
your Majefty, for the prefervation of our lives 
and properties, and upon the due and uninter- 
rupted exercife of which mutt depend the blef- 
fings Which the people derive from the beft of all 
forms of government.”’ 

To which his Majefty returned the following 
anfwer : 

«6 My Lords, 

«© I thank you for this dutiful and loyal 
addrefs; and I detire you will reit affured that | 
have no obje&t in the choice of miniiters, but to 
all into my fervice men the moft deferving of 
the confidence of my parliament, and of the 
public in general. 1 cannot too often repeat my 
afflurances, that my conttant itudy in the exer- 
cile of every prerogative entrutted to me by the 
conftitution, is to employ it for the welfare of 
my people.” 

SATURDAY, 7 

This day’s Gazetie contains addrefles to his 
Majefty from the city of Exeter, the boroughs 
of Sudbu Plymouth, and Launcetton, the 
town of Wolverhampton, burgh of Dyfart, and 
county of Perth in Scotland; alfo the town of 
‘Belfait in Ireland, in which they exprefs their 
fatisfaction on the difmitlal of the late miniftry. 

‘ TUESDAY, 10. 

This day’s Gazette contains addrefles to his 
Majefty from the city of New Sarum; from the 
towns of Berwick upon Tweed, Prefton, Chip- 
ping Wycombe, and Chippenham on the fame 
fubjeét, and in the fame tlyle with the preceding. 
aes SATURDAY 14. 

This day’s Gazette contains addreffes to the 
King from the cities of Winchefter and Oxford, 
borough of the Devifes, town and port of Hythe, 
borough of Leeds, inhabitants of Leeds, inhabi- 
tants of Halifax in the Weft Riding of Yorkthire, 
borough of Rippon in Yorkthire, town of Wake- 
field in the fame county, borough of Lancafter, 
town of Kingtton upon Hull, borough of Cam- 
bridge, and Newcaftle-under-Lyme, town of 
Northampton, and boroughs of Tiverton and 
Weftbury, on the late changes in the miniftry, 
&e. 

TuEsDAY, 17. 

' This day’s Gazette alfo contains addreffes to 
his Majetty from the cities of Bath, Worcefter, 
and Litchfield; the town of Birmingham; bo- 
rough of Honiton; port of Dart:nouth ; and bo- 
rough of Clifton Dartmouth Hardnefs in De- 
vonihire, thanking his Majefty for the difmiffion 
of the late miniftry ; and trom the town of Trow- 
bridge, expreifing their finccre attachment to 
"a6, Feb. 1784. 
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his Majeity, and their confidence in his admi- 
niitration. " 
SATURDAY, 21. 

The poor of this metropolis, and of moft other 
places in the kingdom, were delivered from a vér 
grievous calamity by the diffolution of the fiott 
which began here ou Chriitmas day. Itwas anew 
moon on the 20th, at eight at night, and the thaw 
commenced a few hours after. How tar the two 
events were conncéted, we leave the careful 
meteorologift to determine. During this dreary 
feafon the diftreffes of the poor were great, and it 
is but juftice to the humanity of the umes to add, 
that, befides the filent donations of private charity, 
many liberal fubicriptions were made for their 
relict. ‘The cold was often the moft intenfe 
perhaps ever felt in this ifland; though the tem- 
perature of the air was very variable. ‘The fnow 
lay in many parts of the country to fuch’a depth, 
as to render the roads impaffable. This froft was 
not confined to England. It extended over all 
Europe north of the Alps, except by Geneva, 
Lyon, and along the Po and the Khone. Alo 
the Danube, at Vienna, at Prague, at Warfaw, 
where the Viftula was frozen over, and at Paris, 
where the ftreets were covered with fnhow, many 
ape as well as here, fell victims to its rigour. 

n the Rhine the ice was fixteen feet thick. 
Bodies of it accumulated to fuch a height ia the 
Maefe, as to change the courfe of the rivers 
which -overflowed a great number of villages. 
The city of Maeftricht was inundated to fuch a 
degree, that it could be entered only by the gates 
ot ‘longres and Bruilels. ‘The thaw was the 
mildett we remember. . 
SNERIFFS appointed by his Majefty in Coun 

cil tor the year 1784, viz. 

Berkth. Cha. Dalbiacy of Hungerford-Park, Efq. 
Bedfordfh. Wim. Goldfmith, of Streatly, Efq. 
Bucks. Rich. Scrimpthire, of Amerfham, Eig. 
Cumberland. John Chriftian, of Unerig, Efq. 
Chefhire. Thom. Willis, of Swettenham, Efq. 
Camb’ and Hunt’. T. Shepheard, of March, Efy. 
Cornwall. Jof. Beauchamp, of Pengreep, Efg. 
Devoufhire. ‘Thomas Lane, of Cotteet, Efg. 
Dorfetfhire. Ifaac Sage, of Thornhill, Efy. 
Derbyflire. John Kadtord, of Smalley, Eig. 
Eflex. Robert Pretion, of Woodford, Efg. 
Gio’iterfh. Giles Greenaway, of Barrington, Efy. 
Hertfordth,. J.T. Ellis, ot Widiall-Hall, Ef. 
Hercfordhh. {.. Walwyn, of Longworth, Efq. 
Kent. Charies Booth, of Steed-Hill, Efq. 
Leicefterfh. C. Grave Hudfon, of Wanlip, Efq. 
Lincolnfh. George William Johnfon, of Witham 

on the Hill, Efq. 
Monmouthih. Chr. Chambre, of Lianfoift, Efg. 
Northumberland. Sir F. Blake, of Fowbray, Bart. 
Northamptonth. Rich. Kirby, of Floore, Efg, 
Norfolk. Sir Tho. Durrant, of Scottowe, Bart. 
Nottinghamth. Pendock Neale, of Tollerton, Eg. 
Oxfordih. Arth. Annefley, of Bletchingdon, Efg. 
Rutiandfhire. John Hawkins, of Brooke, Efg. 
Shropfhire. William Child, of Kinlett, Eyg. 
Somerfethhire. Andrew Guy, of Enmore, Eig. 
Staflordfhire. John Edentor Heathcote, of Long- 

ton, Eig. 
Suffolk. john Wenyeve, of Brettenham, Efq. 
Southampten. Sir J. Carter, of Portfmouth, Knt. 
Surrey. William Alderfey, of Stoke, near Guild» 


ford, Ei . 
¥ . Suffex. 
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Suffex. Thomas Dennet, of Afharft, Efg. 
Warwickth. Fran. Burdett, of Bramcote, Ey. 
Worcefterfhire. Thomas Bund, of Wick, Efq. 
Wilthh. Wm. Chafin Grove, of Zeals,: Eq. 
Yorkthire. William Danby, of Swinton, Efgq. 
SOUTH ALES. 
Brecon. Edmund Williams, of Tymawr,. Efq. 
Caermarthen. Robert Banks Modgkinfon, of 
Edwinsford, 7 
Cardigan. Wm. Williams, of Cardigan, Efq. 
Glamorgan. John Riclards, of Energlyn, Efq. 
Pembroke. John Protheroe, of Egermont, Efq. 
Radnor. Buthe Shelley, of Michaelchurch, Efq. 
NORTH WALES. 


Angleféy. T..Athton Smith, of Trefarthyn, Efq. — 


Caernarvon.. Robért Wynne, of Llanerch,-Efq. 
“Denbigh... John Ellis,.of Eyton, Efq.. 

Flint. Thomas, Patton, of Flint, Elg.. 
Merioneth. . Dayid-Roberts, of Blaenyddol, Efq. 
Montgomeryfhire.. Bell Lloyd, of Bod 





LENT ASSISES. 1784 


-HOME CIRCUIT. 
_ Mr. Juftice Athburtt and Mr. Juftice Gould. 
Hertfordthire.. -“Wednefday, Mar. 3, at Hertford. 
Etfex. Monday 8, at Chelmsford. 
Kent. Monday 15, at Maiditone. 

Suflex. Monday 22, at Eait-Grinftead. 
Surrey. Wedn. 24, at Kingtton-upon-Thames, 
NORFOLK CIRCUIT. 

Lord Louighborough and Mr. Juftice Nares. 
Bucks. Monday, ‘March 8, at Aylefbury. 
Bediordfhire.  Thurfday 11, at Bedford. 
Huntingdonfhire. Saturday 13, at Huntingdon. 
Cambridgefhire. Tuefday 16, at Cambridge. 
Norfolk. Friday 19, at Thetford. 

Suffolk. Tuefday 23, at Bury St. Edmund's, 
OXFORD CIRCUIT. 

Mr. Juftice Heath and Mr. Juftice Buller. 
Berkthire. Monday, March 1, at Reading. 
Oxtordthire. Wednefday 3, at Oxford. 
Woreefterfhire. Saturday 6, at Worcefter. 
City of Worcefter.. ‘Same day, at Worcelter, 
Staffordfhire. “Monday 8,- at Stafford. 
Shropfhire.. Saturday 13, at Shrewfbury. 
Heretordfhirs.. Thurfday 18, at Hereford. 
Moamouthifhire,, Monday 22, at Monmouth. 
Gloueefterfhire. Wednefday 24, at Gloucelter.. 
City of Gloucefter. Same day, city of Gloucefter. 

MIDLAND CIRCUIT. 
Lard Chief‘Baron Skynner and Mr. Baron Eyre. 
Northamptonfhire. March 2, at Northampton. 
Rutlandthire. March 5, at Oakham. 
Lincolnihire. » March 6, City of Lincoln. 
Nottinghamfhire. © March 11, at Nottingham. 
Towa of Nottingham. Same day, at Notting- 
ham. 
Derbythire. March 15, at Derby. 
Leicefterfhire. March 17, atthe Caftle of Lej- 
-‘celter. 
Borough of Leicefter. Same day, at the Borough 
of Leiceiter. ~ 
City of Coventry. March 19, at Coventry. 
Warwickfire. March 20, at Warwick. 
WESTERN CIRCUIT. 
Mr. Baron Perryn and Mr Baron Hotham. 
Sguthampton. Tuefday, March 2, Caitle of 

Wiachefter. . 

Wilts. . Saturday 6, at New Sarum, 


fach,. Efg.- 


Dorfet. Wednéfday 10, at Dorchefter. 

Devon.. Monday 15, Caftle of Exeter. 

City and County of Exeter. Same day, at the 
Guildhall of the faid city.. 

Cornwall. Saturday 20, at Launcefton. 

Somerfet. Thurfday 25, Caftle of Taunton. 

NORTHERN CIRCUIT. 
Earl Mansfield and Mr. Juftice Willes. 

City and County of York. Saturday, March 6, 
at the Guildhall of the faid city. 

Yorkthire.. Same day, at the Caftle of York. 
Lancafhire. Tuefday 23, Caftle of Lancatter. 
CHESTER CIRCUIT. 

Hon. Lloyd Kenyon and Hon. -Daines Barrington. 

Montgomeryfhire.. ‘Thurfday, April 1, at Welch 

Pool. 

Denbighfhire.. Wednef. April 7, at Wrexham. 

Flintfhire.. Tuefday, April 13, at Mold. 

Chefhire.. Monday, April 19, at Cheiter. 
NORTH WALES CERCUITT. 

James Hayes, Efg. ‘Thomas Porter, Efg. 


‘Anglefey. Wednef. March 31, at Beaumaris. 


Caernarvonfhire.. Tuef.. April 6, at Conway. 
Merionethfhire. Monday, April 12, at Bala. 
CAERMARTHEN CIRCUIT. 
William Beard, Eig. Archibald Macdonald, Efq. 
€aermarthenfhire. Wednefday, March 24, at 
Caermarthen. 
County Borough of Caermarthen.. Same Gay. 
Rembrokethire.. Tucfday, March 30, at Haver- 
fordweit. 
Town and County of Haverfordweit. Same day. 
Cardiganhhire. Monday, April 5, at Cardigan. 
BRECON CIRCUIT. 

- John Williams, Efg. Abel Moyfey, Efg.. 
Radnorfhire. Monday, March 29, at Prefteign. 
Breconfhire. Saturday, April 3, at Brecon. 
Glamorganth. Saturday, April 10, at Cowbridge, 





EAST-INDIES. 
Feb. 125 


A Defpatch arrived from India.. It was dated 
» & the 7th of October,. arrived at Builora the 
2d of December,. and brought adviee, that all 
the outward-bound fhips had arrived fafe. it 
further faid, that the news of the peace had 
reached India on the 2d of July, and was com- 
municated to ‘Lippoo-Saib in his camp before 
Mangalore, on the 18th, who, finding that he 
was no longer to be affifted by the French, be- 
tween whom and the Englith hoitilities imme- 
diately ceafed, thought proper to conclude a cef- 
fation af hoftilitics with Col. Casmpbell,. who 
commanded in Mangalore, in the wallsof which 
Tippoo-Saib had made a practicable breach). 
when the news of the peace reached_-him. The 
terms on which the ceffation was concluded were, 
that ali things, both within and without Man- 
galore, fhould remain in the fame condition in 
which they then were. Ina few days after Gen. 
M‘Leod arrived near Mangalore, with a ftrong 
rc-enforcement for the relief of the garrifon ;, but 
hearing of the ceflation. or hattilities, and the 
terms on which.it was concluded, he threw no 


fuccours into the place;.bat detired.a perfonal. 


interview with Tippoo-Saib, whichzaccordingly 
took place. That Prince told the General he 
Withed moi ardently for peace; but was afraid 

e 











1784. 


of giving wmbrage to the French who were about 
-him; and, therefore, requefted General M‘Leod 
to go to Seringapatam (his capital) where all the 
Englith prifoners in his: hands fhould be delivered 
up to him; and he withed a. bare then 

weed immediately to Madras, for the purpofe of 
negociating a peace for him. ‘All this was.accord- 
ingl a pS and there is now every reafon to 
sprefume the Company is completely r to all 
4, paiialiens in India.” ' 


AMERICA. 

MS Bact final evacuation of New-York ‘by ‘his 

‘Majetty’s troops took place on the as5th 
of November, when it was delivered up to the 
American governour, George Clinton, Efq. who 
took pofleifion of it in due torm, with fome com- 
panies of New-York militia, amounting to about 
550 men, which are to continue there as the 
garrifon, till further arrangements are ‘made by 
the American government. 

The laft of the Britith troops embarked from 
‘Long Ifland on the 3d of December, and failed 
on the sth. America, now free and independ- 
ent, uniettered by the local politicks which con- 
fines to partial objects the attentionof European 
ftates, has it in her power to expand -her views 
‘to commerce univerfal and unretirained, and 
prefents a noble object for the obfervation of the 
iftorian and the philofopher, 
fee what effects fuch great and unlimited pro- 
fpects will produce in the human mh, 











FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
Algier, Not. 10. 

TP HIS town was yelterday thrown ‘into the 

greateit confufion by a confpiracy againtt 
the Bey. The principal confpirators -have been 
-difcovered, and put to death, after undergoing 
the fevereit tortures, in order to know the mo- 
tives which induced them te this horrible at- 
tempt; but they were not abie to,extort any 
fart of confeilion from them. 

Cherfon, Nov.20. ‘The plague has not.ceafed 
its ravages, though its malignity leffens. They 
reckoned 16,000 to have died ‘here and at Glou- 
bakow, a port {ituated at the mouth of the Niec- 
per. In the latt mentioned place every .inha- 
‘pitaat was Carried off, except feven or sight peo- 

le. 
Pe Madrid, Dec. 5. We learn from the village 
Lj Alduluduli, near Almeria (in the kingdom of 
Murcia) that adifaftrous accident happened there 
om the. 29th of Oober-: part of the mountain 
which commands that village (named the moun- 
tain of the Moors) opered in two parts, and 
bled dawn with a terrible noife, burying in 
its fall27 houfes, in which fix mem and wemena 
and fix childrep remained dead. 

Naples, Dec. 6. Befides the earthquakes 
whicen have defolated Calabria, and which are 
ftil] felt in divers places, the unhappy inhabi- 


- fants of this province are experiencing the 


feourge of epidemic diforders, owing to whole 
difafters, and the confeguent want of every ne- 
ceflary. 

Madrid, Dee. t>. 


The redution of the 


qmonafteries of this kingdom is at tJait deter 
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mined ‘upon, for which purpofe the King has 
publifhed an ordinance, containing 25 articles, 
to which is added a lift of the convents to be 
fuppreffed or united to others. 


The. Emperor of Germany has -legitimated 
all children born of illegitimate marriages; and 
has forbidden, under pain of fevese fines, the 
further ufe of that part of fome breviaries con~ 
taining the leffons of Gregory VII. on the tight 
eof the Popes to depofe Emperors. Thefe mats 
books had been forbidden before, but athe order 
had not been obferved. 7" 

The. Great Duke of Tufcany has.publifhed an 
edict, ordering bifhops to prefent to ecclefiaftical 
preferments, without confulting any other power 
whatever, referving only the rights of private 

rfons. 

The .Archbithop of .Paris has given out.-a 
mandement or paftoral addrefs on account of the 





peace: it is confidered as a mafterly compofition, -° 
and concludes with the following words: ** May :- 


‘the fortunate peace we have Heaven now to 
thank for never be interrupted! 


‘lation between them of improving the arts and 
fciences, and extend daily the circumfcribed li~ 
mits of human knowledge; may France and: 
England be for ever united for the glory of Eu- 
‘rope, and the ‘welfare of all mankind!’ 


The loffes fyftaincd and complained of by. 
‘two Dutch merchants, Chomel and Jourdan (whe, 
have fome débts td claim from various mer- 
chants at Venice, but from which they were, 
debarred by a partial decree of the fenate of that, 
republick) engrofs the immediate attention of 
the States-General. By their refolutions of the 
gth of January, orders have been given to lay a 
general embargo on all Venetian fhips now with- 
in any of the ports belonging to the republick. 
‘Phe thip Il Cornere Martimo js particularly 
pointed eut, and ordered to be detained, if 
found, and its cargo fold, for. indemnifying the 
above merchants; ordering at the fame time, 
that a large fquadron be fent out into the Me- 
diterranean for the protection of the Dutch tra- 
cers, a8 this would, perhaps, make fome ufeiul 
imprefiion on the Venetians. By the fame re 
iolution. it ds alfo provided, that Chomel and 
Jourdan thall deliver a faithful accomntof all their 
juit claims upon the fubjects of the republick, 
and the queftion be put to the vote, whether the 
faidecomplainants, atter their demands fhall have 
been fairly ftated and vouched to by the alder- 
men of Amiterdam, ought not to be authorifed 
to feife on the effects of all and every Venetian 
who may be found in the Dutch territories. 

It feems that the Venetians had fubmitted the 
‘whole matter to the arbitration of the Court-of 
Vienna; but the Emperor having declined. his 
interference as a mediating power, theit High 
Mightineffes thought it.ngceflary for théay to 
fhow their refentment agginit the Venetlans. 
At the imfligation, and by the advice’ of the 
Dutch Ambaiiadeir at Vienna, Comte de Wal- 
fenaar, their. Wigh _Mightineiles .have come to 

Y2 * the 


May for ever - 
be forget that fatal rivalfhip, which for many . 
centuries has coft fo much blood and forrow to 
‘two nations that have the trueft efteem for eacla ~’ 
other ; may it be fucceeded by the nobjeft ¢mu- - 
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the abeve refolution, but before it was put in 
force, the Deputies of Utrecht exprefling them- 
felves againft fo abrupt a mealure, it was agreed 
that Mynheer de Berkenrode, Ambaifadour trom 
the United Provinces at the Court of Verfailles, 
fhould apprife the Wenetian minifter at that 
place, to fee whether he would not fhow, on the 
part of his mafters, fome difpofition to give-to 
their High Mightineffes the fatisfaction they had 
a right to expect. Thus far has been carried an 
affair which if not {peedily adjufted may occafion 
a very ferious rupture between thefe two pow- 
erful republicks. 

Hague, Fan.12. The States of Holland and 
Welt Frieieland, which affembled laft Friday, 
will continue their deliberations till next Wednef- 
day. We learn that the States-General, not 
being yet able to obtain the fatisfaction their 
High Mightineffes had a right to expect from 
the republic of Venice, touching the affair of 
Meti. Chome! and Jourdan, have requefted the 
Prince Stadtholder, in quality of admiral-general, 
to expedite orders to Vice-Admiral Reinit, who 
is eruifing with a fquadron in the Mediterranean, 
to feife ali the Venetian fhips he may meet with, 
ti!) their High Mightinefes receive full fatistac- 
tion from the republic of Venice, in regard to 
this matter. 

Amfterdam, Fan. 13. Orders have been fent 
to the Texel, to equip immediately the Rhyn- 
landt of 40 guns, Snoek of 26, and Zwickten 
of 24, for the Mediterranean, in addition to 
the fquadron now there, under Admiral Jan 
Reinit, a rupture being expected with the re- 
public of Venice, who, we hear, are fitting out 
feveral fhips of war. 

Confiantinople, Fan. 10. The plague ftill con- 
tinves, but itis hoped thatthe pretent remarkably 
cold weather will deitroy the intection. 

Hague, Fan. 19. Monday the 12th curt. their 
High Mightinefles refolved, by a majority of fix 

vinces, finally to decline the propofition of the 

uke of Mancheiter, for carrying on the nego~- 
ciations for peace at London or the Hague. ' 

Paris, Jan. 30. During the laft. year, the 
number of baptifms in this city amounted to 
19,688, that of marriages to 5213 ; the deaths 
amount to 20,010, and there were 5715 found- 
ling children taken into the hofpital. 

,. ‘fames’s, Feb. 11. A meilenger arrived 
this morning from his Excellency Sir Robert 
Ainflie, his Majefty’s ambaffador at Conftantino- 
ple, with an account of the pacification between 
Ruifia and the Octoman Fone being happily 
accomplifhed ; and that a detinitive arrangement 
was fighed by Monf. de Bulgakow, the Ruffian 
envoy, and the Ottoman minifters, on the 8th 
of lait moath. . 

Treaty of Peace between Ruffia and the Porte. 

‘THE Imperial Court and the Sublime Otrto- 
man Porte, defirous of feizing every occafion 
v hich can tend to conciliate and eftabjith a per- 
te¢et harmony and. triendfhip between the two 
powers ; and confidering the new face of affairs 
and ftate of things in the Crimea, at Taman, 
and in Cuba, are likely: to occafion difcuffion, 

and perhaps a rupture between the two powers, 
the above Imperial and Ottoman courts have 
retolved to ccme to a friendly negotiation on 
the faid fubjeci, and aiter having duly weighed 


? . 
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and confidered them, are ardently defirous of 
preventing for the future-any fubject of conten- 
tion between them, and alfo the advantages of a 
folid and happy peace, of good neighbourhood 
and eftablifhed commerce, have found it necef+ 
fary to regulate their future meafures upon a 
folid and permanent foundation. mg 

In confequence of thefe refolutions, the above 
powers having fully explained themfelves each to 
the other on the above fubjects, and defirous of 
ftipulating the prefent treaty under the moft 
folemn engagements and exact obfervance, have 
chofen, and furnifhed with full powers to com- 
plete the faid treaty, the following perfons; 


namely, her Imperial Majefty, the moft auguft® 


and moft powerful Emprefs and Sovereign of all 
the Ruffias, has named, on her part, the high and 
noble Jaques de Bullakow, her envoy extraor4 
dinary and minifter plenipotentiary to: the Sub- 
Jime Ottoman Porte, counfellor of ftate, and 
knight of the orders of Saint Waldimir and 
Saint Staniflas; and his Majefty the Sultan 
Ottoman has nominated, on his part, the moft 
honoured and moft etteemed Vizir Kafian Pacha, 
his grand admiral, Stambul Cadifi, a€tual Ca- 
diatkir of Natolia,. Mufti Zade-Ahmed Effendi, 
and his grand chancellor, the aétual Hadgi Muf- 
tafi Effendi, which plenipotentiaries aforefaid, 
after having mutually exchanged their credens 
tials in due form, have figned and fealed the 
following articles : bated 

Ast.l. That the treaty of peace of 1774, 


the convention of the limits. of boundaries of- 


1771, the explanatory convention of 1779, and 
the treaty of commerce of 1783, fhall continue 
to be ftri€tly and-inviolably obferved in alt their 
points and articles, fave and except the 3d and 
4th article of the explanatory convention of 
1779 which faid articles thai} be of no longer 
weight or obligatory force between the two em- 
ITeS. 
, But as in the aforefaid 3d article of the faid 
treaty of 1774, it is declared, that the fortrefs 
of Oczakow,.with all its ancient tefritories, 


fhall belong as formerly to the Sublime Porte; . 


this declaration fhall continue in full force and 
weight, and continue ftill to be obferved as there 
in fet torth. 

Art. II. It is hereby declared, that the Ime 
perial court of Rutlia hall never lay claim to the 
rights that the Kan of Tattary have formed up- 
on the fortrefs of Sondjone-Cale, and confe- 
quently the court of Ruffia acknowledges the 
tull and fole poffeffion-to be in the Ottoman 
Porte. 

Art. III. That in admitting the river Cubato 
be the frontier of Cuba, the faid Imperial court, 
at the fame time, renounces her. pretenfions to 
all the Tartar nations beyond the above river, 
and trom the Black Sea. ' ' 


And itis hereby alfo- definitively agreed, that - 


this act, as well on the part of her Imperial 


Majefty, the moft auguft and powerful Emprefs - 


of all the Ruffias, .as well as om the part of his 
Highnefs the Sultan Ottoman, agreed,and con- 


firmed by folemn ratifications, figned and written . 


in the accuftomed manner, {hall be exchanged at » 
Conitantinople, in the {pace of four months, or - 


fooner if poffible, to reckon from the day of the 


~: 


conclulion of the {aid treaty,*of which their ; 


pienipotentiaries 
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plenipotentiaries have made their proper counter- 
parts, figned with their hand writings, fealed 
with their feals, and mutually exchanged be- 
tween them. 

Done and figned at Conftantinople, this 9th 
day of Jariuary, 1784. 
* (Signed) taow ES DE BULLAKOW, 

Plenipotentiary from the Emprefs of Rutlia, 
and by the Ottoman plenipotentianes 
above named. 

By the preceding treaty, the Emprefs of Ruflia 
acquires not only the empire of the Crimea, the 
ifle of Taman, and a confiderable part of Cuba, 
but an inconteftible right to the empire of the 
Black Séa, and thereby the future controul of 
the commerce of Conftantinople, by which alto 
fhe ad's 1,500,000 new fu jects to her empire, 
and deprives ‘lurkey of the refources which 
€rimea furnifhed for the fupply of the cavalry. 





BIRTHS. 

Dec. ER Serene Highnefs the Princefs of 
24. Wirtemberg, a princeis,—Lady of 
Byam Martin, Efg. afon.—26. Lady of James 
Bland Burges, Efy. adaughter.— ‘fan. 2. Right 
Hon. Lady Kinnaird, a fon.—11. Right Hon. 
[ady Diana Fleming, a daughter.——-Lady of 
Robert Nicholas, Eig. one of the daug)iters of 
Admiral Sir Thomas Frankland, Bart. a daugh- 
ter.—12. Lady George Murray, a fon.—15. 
Right Hoh. Lady Amelia M‘Leod, a daughter, 
—28. Lady of Sir Harry Gough, a fon.——3o, 
Lady Algernon Percy, two fons.——Fed. 2. 
Countefs of Weftmorland, a fon ‘and heir.—3. 
Lady ot Sir Hugh Dalrymple, a fon.—11. Lady 
of Lord Maitland, a fon and heir.—1i6. Lady 
Frances Douglas, a daughter.—1g. Lady of 
the Hon. William Grimfton, a daughter. 








MARRIAGES. 


Dec. Hint CUMBREY, Ef. of Stam- 
r8 ford, captain’ in the Royal South 
Lincolnfhire militia, to Mifs Norrifon, only 
furviving daughter of Rafpin Norrifon, Efg. late 
of Willerby, in Yorkshire. 20. Anthony 
Adolphus Eyre, Efq. of the guards, to Mijts 
Frances Bootle, daughter of Richard Wilbraham 
Bootle, Efq.—22. ‘The Rev. Mr. Howell, rector 
of Guilage St. Michael, in the county of Dorfet, 
toMifs Randel.—23. Capt’ Robert Wilton, of 








Capt. William Chambers, of the Royai Navy, to 
Mifs Mead.—Lately, in Dublin, Lord Vifcount 
Valentia, to Mifs Cavendith, daughter of the 
Right Hon. Sir Henry Cavendith, Bart. 
Charles Edwards Conyers, Ef. captain in his Ma- 
jeity’s marine forces, to Mifs Sufannah Scott.— 
- 2. In Scotland, Sir James Sinclair, of Mey, 

rt. to Mifs Jean Campbell._—3. In Briftol, Mr. 
ohn Thomas, of: Temple Parith, aged 70, to 
iis Mary Nufs, aged 16. 5- At Litchtield, 
the Rev. Richard George Robinfon, one of the 
Prieft Vicars of that cathedral, to Mifs Hannah 
Wild, of Litchfield—g. Col. Thomas Dundas, 








J % Fingatk, to Lady Elifabeth Eleonora Home, 


tdeft daughter of the Earl of Home.—-At Oitend, 
the Rev. Thoinas Bere, A. B. rector of Butcombe; 
a Somerieuthiz:, to Mis Bos, only daughter of 
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John Box, Efq. of Wrington, in the fame 
county.—The Rev. Mr. Crofsman, who holds 
the living of Monckton, with that of Blagdon, in 
Somerfetfhire, to Mifs Brickdale, daughter of 
Matthew Brickdale, E{q. one of the reprefenta- 
tives in parliament for Briftol.—11. John Mackle, 
Efqy. M. D. to Mifs Defchamps.—15. Maj 
Mis 


. Thompion, of the 13th regiment of foot, to 


Jubb, daughter of Henry Jubb, Efq. of York.— 
16. Mr. Arthur Stanhope, coufin of Lord 
Chetterfield, to Mifs Thiitletwaight, fitter of 
Lady Cheiterfield. 19- John Peachy, Efg. 
member of parliament for Shoreham, in Suffolk, 
to Mifs Jennings, only daughter of George. 
Jennings, Eiq. of Audley-fquare ———Sir Joha 
eade, Bart. of Shipton, in Oxfordthire, to Mils 
Hojkins, daughter of the late Sir Chandos 
Hofkyns, Bart. of Harewood, in Hertfordfhire.— 
Mr. Barnes, of the Surrey militia, to Mifs Ardley, 
only daughterof John Ardley, Efg. late of Farne 
ham, in Surrey—26. Edward Horlock More. 
timer, Efg. of Trowbridge, to Mifs Bythefea, 
only daughter of the late Thomas Bythefea, of 
Week.—27. Mr. Potts, furgeon, in Pall-Mall, to 
Mifs Thorpe, daughter of John Thorpe, Efg. of 
Bexley, in Kent.—2g. William Falkner, bia. 
one ot the clerks of the Council, to Mifs Poyntz, 
niece of the Countefs Dowager of Spenfer—— 
Lately, the Rev. Mr. Weitcomb, of Winchefter, 
to Miis Sarah Kinfman. Feb. 5. At Earl 
Gower’s houfe at'Whitehall, the Hon. and Rev. 
Edward Venabies Vernon, to the Hon. Lady 
Anne Levefon Gower. 10. Ofwald Moiley, 
Efq. eldeft fon of Sir John Parker Mofley, Bart. 
of Amcoats, in Lancafhire, to Mifs Tonman— . 
Lately, George Parkhurft, Efg. of Winchefter, 
Lady Boynton, relict of Sir Griffith Boynton, 
art. 

















DEATHS. 


T Madras, in April laft, Capt. Wm. Elliot, 

in the Hon. Eait-India Company’s fervice. 
—Nov. 1. At Upifal, Charles Linnzus, Pro- 
feflor of Botany, aged 45 years; he was the only 
remaining defcendant ot the celebrated Profetior 
of thatname: he had employed two years in 
travelling through France, England, and Holland, 


in company with Metf, Banks and Juffien, in. . 


order to gathcr together all the pofthumous works 
ot his tather, to which he was adding many 
valuable notes when he received the aweful 
fummons to leave this world.—Dec. 11. At Corke, 
Col. Townthend, the petitioning candidate againft 
Lord Kingfborough, the returned member for 
the county of Corke.———23. James Hargrave, 
hig. formerly captain in the 55th regiment of 
foot, and major of brigade in North-Britain.— 
Nirs. Vernon, fifter to the late Lord Shipbrooke, 
and to General Vernon.—24. At Paris, Anne 
Peter’ Marihal Duke of Harcourt. He was 
born in the year 1701, had a regiment of drae. 
goons in 1733, and was made Marefchal de 
Camp in 1743; lieutenant-general in 1748; 
aud had the order of the Holy Ghoft in 1756, 
and in 1764 obtained the government. of Nor- 
mindy. In 1771, he was created marfhal of 
France, and commander in chief in the province 
of which he was go-ernour.—27. In Scotland, 
Mrs. Eleanor Hamilton, daughter of the poe 
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Lord Bafil Hamilton, and relict of John Murray, 
of Philiphaugh, Efq.—Thomas Bowyer, Efq. ot 
Tudhoe-hall, oniy fon ot the late: worthy and 
learned printer; by whofe death, unmarried, 
300o0l, Reduced Annuities, bequeathed by his 
tather contingently to the Company of Stationers 
for the benefit of fix aged printers, becomes fecured 
to them in perpetuity 28. The Rev. Mr. 
Vaughan, vicar of Devynnock, in the county of 
Brecon.—Daniel Wray, Efq. inthe $24 year of 
his age: -he was many years deputy-teiler of the 
Exchequer, 
and refigned about two years ago, when the 
conftant attendance .at the office became trou- 
biefome to him. He was punctual and exact 
im bufinefs. He was an excellent critic in the 
Englith language; an accomplifhed judge of 
polite literature, of virtu, and the iine aris, and 
defervedly a member ot mott of our learned fo- 
cieties, the Royal, the Bridflr Muleum, the 
Antiquarian, &c. at all of which, as long 
as his health permitted, he gave conttant 
attendance: he was a member of Queen’s-Col- 
lege, Cambridge, and in his younger days had 
made’the tour of France and Italy with two re- 
{pectable triends, the fon of Lord Chancellor 
King, and the Earl of Morton.—Mr. Young, 
aflittant-furgeon to St. Bartholomew’s Hoipitai. 
—‘¥an. 1. At his feat in Dorfetihire, the Hon. 
John Damer, brother to Lord Milton.—2. Charles 
‘Rogers, Efg. F.R. & A. S.S. elerk of the 
certificates in the Cufkoms.—3.- The Rev. Dr. 
Griffith, reétor ot Sts Mary at Hill, and lecturer 
of St. Michael’s, Cornhill. Mr. Ackland, 
Deputy-Filaier and Exigenter to the Court of 
King’s-Bench.—4. Edward Hillerfdon, Efq. of 
Sewardftene, in Eifex. —s5.. Griffin Ranfom, Efq. 








father to the Right Hon. Lady Kinnaird.-——7.. 


fa iudden pain in his breaft, as he was return-, 
ing to his houfe in Bithopigate-ftreet, Dr. Joteph 
{eiferies, LL. ‘D. lefturer of Civil Law at 
Gretham College, over the Royal Exchange.—-8. 
Mr. Thomas Deletanville, many years teacher 
of the French and Latin Languages, and author 
of the New French Ditionary, Exercifes, &c.— 
‘The Rev. Matthias Jackfon, rector of the Carlc- 
tons, near Norwich, and of Stratton Strawiets, 
in Norfolk.-—g. Frederick Bull, Efy. one of the 
reprefentatives in parliament for the city of 
London, and alderman of Queenhithe ward.— 
In the 57th year of his age, Sir George Savile 
Bart. The character of this gentleman has been 
long and defervedly fo very refpectable, that any 
further eulogy to his memory is altogether unne- 
ceffary.—11. At his feat near Cogges-hall,. in 
Effex, Ofgood Hanbury, Efq.—Lieut. General 
Jorden Wren, aged go, Colonel of the gift regi- 
ment of foot.—Henry Cottrell, -Efq. of York, 
who a few months fince arrived from India, after 
a réfidence of 21-years in the Company’s fervice. 
He was third in council, and late chiet of Daeca. 
— 2. The Rev. John Blackifton, vicar of Cane- 
down, in Effex.—The Right'Hon. Sir Edward 
Walpole, K. B. Clerk of the Pells in Ircland, 
and one of his Majefty’s moft honourable Puvy- 
council. ia that kingdomh.—In St. Alkmund’s 
ith, Derby, John Smith, in the 105th year of 

s age.—13. Robert Francis, Gent. attorney at 
law, upwards of 40 years regiiter of the Arch- 


deacon of Noriolk’s office.—in Scotland;: aged 
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$9, William Aikman, Ef{q. of Broomleton.—14, 
Mr. Young, furveyor in his Majefty’s Excife.— 
15. In the 80th year of her age, the Countefé 
Dowager of Hume. Her ladyfhip has left the 
billk of her eftate and her elegant houfe 
in Portman-fquare, to a Mr. Gale, a res 
Jation of her ladyfhip, and a minor; alfo 
a {mall eftate in Jamaica to the Hon. James 
Luttrell, a relation of her firft hufband. Se« 
veral legacies in money to a number of her 
friends ; but the chief part of her great income 
being only a jointure from her firft hufband, bro- 
ther to Lady Vifcountefs Carhampton, near fe« 
ven thoufand a year devolves to Lord Vifcount 
Carhampton, father to the Duchefs of Cum- 
berland.—16. Mr. John Nicafius Ruffel, of the 
New-Annuity-Office, South-Sea-Houfe. 





In the g4th year of his age, Carew Harvey © 


Mildway, Eig. He has leftone only daughter, a 
maiden lady, whom he had by his firft wife, 
fole heirefs of --—-— Eaftment, Efq. of Sher. 
bone, in the ¢ounty of Dorfet, and who fucceeds 
him in his immente poffeffions. He afterwards 
married Mifs Edith Phelips, daughter of Sir 
Edward Phelips, of Montacute in the county 
of Somerfet. This extraordinary perfon was 
one of the reprefentatives for Harwich in the 
beginning of the prefent century, and was fup- 
poted to be the only remaining member of Queen 


Anne’s parliament. He {pent the greater part of ' 


his lite at the courtof Hanover, and was a par- 
ticular favourite of the Princefs Sophia. On his. 
return to England, fuch was the reputation of 
his extenfive abilities, that his acquaintance was 
fought by all the great men of thatage. He was 
the much etteemed friend of Lord Bolingbroke, 
and was intimately connected with Lord Bathurft, 
Sir William Wyndham, Pope, Addifon, &c. 
He had apriacion! hand in compofing the Craftf- 
man, Guardian, and other periodical papers of 
that time. 
he, that, although he was often preffed to accept 
the greatett civil offices, he conftantly refufed, 
chooting rather to preferve the untainted. cha- 
racter of an independent country gentleman; 
nor was he ever known to-afk the moft trifling 
favour, becaufe he would Jay himfelf under ne 
obligation. He retained all his. facultics to 
the laft, and could even read the fmallet 
print without the help of glaffes.——16. 
In Scotland, Sir Walter Riddell, of Rid- 
dell, Bart.—17. The Hon. Lady Frederitk, 
lady of Sir Charles Frederick, K. B.—Vincent 
Cunningham, Efq. Major of Plymouth fort, and 
captain-lieutenant in the firft-regiment of Effexe 
mulitia.—The Rev. Mr. Blackiftone, leCturer of 
St. Andrew’s Holbourn.—18. In the King’s- 
Bench prifon, the Rev. Mr. Goodhall, of 
sesiellinnion, Weftminfter.—19. _The Hon. 
William Parker, youngeft fon of the Earl of 
Macclesfield.—At Thettord, Mrs. Mary Miller, 
aged 106; fhe had a very retentive memory, 
which continued tll within a few hours of her 
death. Her hutband died aboutfeven years fince, 
at the age of 101.—Samuel Lewin, Efg. Major 
of the Radaor militia.—20. The Rev. Thomas 
Bawa, Fellow of Wadham College, Oxford.— 
23. At Edinburgh, in the 76th Year of his age, 
the Rev. Dr. Alexander Webiter, one of the 
minithers of that city.—24. Charjes areas” : 
5 f--* vo 





Of fo fingular a turn of mind was . 
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1784. 
late governour of Madras.—26.. The Rt. Hon. 
Lady Amelia Byron, Baronefs Conyersin her own 
right. Thetitle of Baron Conyers defcends to her 
eldeft fon by her firft hufband, the Marquis of Caer- 
marthen. The fucceffionof the above peerage produ- 
cesa moit remarkable circumftance ; that of tather, 
fon, and grandfather poflefling peerages, and 
a right of fitting and voting in the Houfe of 
Lords at one and the fame time, in the perfons 
of the Duke of Leeds, his fon the Marquis of 
Caermarthen, and his grandfon, the atl of 
Danby. The Earl of Danby, who has fuc- 
ceeded to the ttle of Baron Conyers, is 
their to three of the firft eftates in this coun- 
try: thatof the late Earl of Holderneffe, and 
the prefent Duke of Leeds and Lord Gedolphin. 
—2g. At Edinburgh, Sir George Clerk, of 
Pennicuick, Bart. one of the commiffioners of 
his Majefty’s Cuftoms, and lord-treafurer’s re- 
membrancer in the Court of Exchequer.—31. 
— Randolph, Efg. late attorney-general of 

irginia.—Lately, on the hills near Bala, in 
Merionethhhire, by the inclemency of the wea- 
ther, the Rev. Mr. John Owen, as alfo Mr. 
Owen Edwards, hoth of that Neighbourhood. 
—At Cattlecomer, in Ireland, the Right Mon. 
John Earl of Wandestord, Baron Cattlecomer, 
anda baronet. His lordihip’s eftate devolves to 
hhis only furviving daughter, the lady of John 
Butler, Efg.—Lately, Thomas Gleen, Ef{q. 
barrifter at law, and deputy recorder of Co- 
ventry—In Portland-Street, after being only 
two days in town, Mr. Meldenburgh, a native 
of Germany, diftinguifhed among the literati 
of his country for his poetick talents, particularly 
for a beautiful critique in verfe on the odes of 
Anacreon, as well as thofeof Dryden and Prior. 
—Capt. William Hillop, of the royal-artillery, 
who commanded the detachment of that corps 
ferving in India, of the wounds he received in 
an action again{t the French. His brother, Capt. 
James Hiflop, aide-du-camp to the late Sir Eyre 
Coote, was killed by the fide of his gallant 

tron and commander fome months ago.—At 

ienna, Prince Lobkowitz, chief of that tamily. 








CIVIL PROMOTIONS, 
Gazzetre, Dec. 19, 1783. 

O be baronets of Great-Britain, and the 

heirs male.of their bodies lawfully begotten: 
John Guife, of Highnam-Court, in the county of 
Gloucefter, Efq.—Sir Andrew Snape Hammond, 
Knight, with remainder to Andrew Snape 
Douglas, Efg. captain in his Majefty’s navy.— 
Charles Barrow, of Hygrove, in the county of 
Gloucefter, .Efq.. with remainder to Thomas 
Crawley Boewy, of Flanley Abbey, in the {aid 
county, ‘Efq.—John Morthead, of Tronant-Park, 
in the.county of Cornwall, Efq.——The Rev, 
Richard Rycroft, Dottorin Divinity, of Calton, 
in the county of York.—John Silvefter Smith, 
of Newland-Park, in the Weft-Riding of the 
county of York, Efq.—John Lombe, of Great 
Melton, in the county of Norfolk, Efq. with 
remainders feverdiiy to his. brother, Edward Hafe, 
of Salil, in the faid county of Norfolk, Efg. and 
to the heirs male of the body, lawfully begotten, 
of Vertue, wife of Richard Paul Jodrell, of 
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Saxlingham, in the fame county, Efq. niece of 
the faid John Lombe, Efq.—‘Thomas Durrant, 
of Scottowe, in the county of Norfolk, Efq.—_— 
Lucas Pepys, Doctor of Phytick, of Brook -ftreet, 
Grofvenor-fquare, phyfician extraordinary to his 
Majefty, with remainder to his brother, William 
Weller Pepys, of Ridley, in the county palatine 
of Chefter, Efg. one of the matters in the High 
Court of Chancery.—Francis Wood, of Barafley, 
in the county ef York, Efq. fecond fon of Francis 
Wood, late of Barnfley, atorefaid, Efq. deceafed, 
with remainders feverally to the Reverend Hensy 
Wood, of the fame place, Doctor in Divinity, 
eldeft fon of the faid Francis Wood, deceafed, ahd 
to the heirs male of the body, lawfully begotten, 
of the faid Francis Wood, deceafed.—William 
Fitzherbert, of ‘Teflington, in the county of 
Derby, Efg.—and Thomas Beevor, of Stethel, in 
the county of Norfolk, Efq. 

Dec. 20. Thomas Keily and John Fitegibbes, 
Efgrs. to be privy-counfellors in freland. 

Dec. 22. Right Hon. John. Fitzgibbon, atter~ 
ney-general of Lreland. 

Dec. 27. Right Honourable James Grenville, 
privy-countellor. 

Dec. 30. Thomas Pitt, Efg. Lord Camel 
ford, Baron of Boconneck, in the county of 
Cornwall. 





—_ 


POSTSCRIPT. 
LONDON. 
WEDNESDAY, 25. 

The Speaker of the Houfe of Coiimons, at- 
tended by more than two hundred members, 
went upto St. James's, and prefented the addreis 
votedon Friday the 20th. His Majefty’s anfwer 
was nearly as follows : 

« That he felt the peculiar neceflity of aftrong, 
united, and extended adminittration, and ‘fuch as 
might poffefs the confidence of the public; that 
his endeavours tocompofe the prefent diftraG@tiions 
by an union of the ableft men, upon a fair and 
equal footing, had been very recently ufed, bute 
without fuccefs: that°tillfuch an-adminiffration 
could be formed a» his faithful Commons défired, 
he could not ice how it could conduce-to the 

ublic ‘good to remove his -prefent fervaiits 
a all the offices of executive goverament; 
more efpecially as no charge had been {pecitied 
againft any one of them, and as the teprefenta< 
tions of large and refpectable bodiesofthis fubjets 
had exprefied a fatisfaction ia. the date charge 
which he had thoyght ‘propeérjto” make in his 
couneils.’? a< 

THu RSDAY,«26. 

There was a numérous mecting of members 
at Mr. Fox’sin St. fames’s Place. Mr. Fox 
recommended the utmoft temper to be obferved, 


‘in their proceedings, and it was in confequence 


refolved to adjdurn the -confideration of his 
Majefty’s anfwer, and of confequence all other 
ballache to Monday the 1ft of March, 

A new negotiation for an union of parties was 
opened on Wednefday asth, and had proceeded 
fo far, that written preliminaries were feat from 
Mr. Pitt to the Duke of Portland. 
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